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Our Vision! 
 

¶ Initiator of Community 

Action 

¶ Facilitator of Leadership 

Development 

¶ Advocate for Families 

¶ Trusted Conveyor of Issues 

to Legislators 

     We would like to again 

welcome Cindy Benson Pol-

lard to the New York State 

Grange Staff.  She will be 

serving as the State Grange 

Legislative Director. 

     Cindy is not new to the 

State Grange having served 

as First Lady of the State 

Grange and as Legislative co-

director in the past.  Cindy 

was Lecturer of New York 

State Grange and has also 

served as Ceres at the Nation-

al Grange level and at the 

State Grange level.  The local 

and Pomona Granges have 

received her services as well 

in the offices of Master, 

(Continued on page 5) 

     We are pleased to intro-

duce you to our new Head-

quarters Administrative 

Assistant, Mrs. Sheila  

Gregoire.  Sheila comes to us 

following 35 years of experi-

ence with New York State, 

retiring as Secretary to the 

Dean of Education at SUNY 

Cortland.  In addition to her 

(Continued on page 2) 

     Communication (kᴅ-

myȊ'nǯ-kǕ'shᴅn) n. Websterôs 

definitions include:  The act 

of communicating, the ex-

change of thoughts, messag-

es, or information as by 

speech, signals, writing, or 

behavior;  and the art and 

technique of using words 

effectively to impart infor-

mation or ideas.  We are 

being bombarded constantly 

by communication of some 

sort, be it by conversational, 

print, or electronic mediums.  

Human survival would be 

impossible without the ability 

to communicate, and all other 

ventures in life depend on it 

in varying degrees. This begs 

the question: Why does so 

much of it fall on deaf ears? 

Millions of publications have 

been printed, books written, 

sermons preached, lecturers 

given, seminars held, much of 

it with seemingly little impact 

on the majority of the people 

exposed to it.  George Ber-

nard Shaw put his finger on it 

when he said: ñThe problem 

with communication is the 

illusion that it has been ac-

complished.ò  As human 

beings we have the ability to 

filter the communications we 

receive through our values 

and interests, dismissing all 

deemed unnecessary to our 

focus in life. That is a good 

thing. However, many times 

valuable information is 

missed due to the manner in 

which it is presented, thus 

triggering the ñdismissò reflex 

before a complete analysis is 

made. 

      A good example of this is 

the attitude of many in rela-

tion to government.  The 

failure of the general popula-

tion (for whatever reasons) to 

communicate with Albany 

and/or Washington creates a 

disconnect between the gov-

ernors and the governed 

providing the opportunity for 

each to travel in different 

directions.  When ñWe the 

peopleò fail to property in-

volve ourselves in the govern-

ments we are privileged to 

create, the results are less than 

favorable.  The Grange has 

been in the business of com-

municating the issues of rural 

America to Legislative Bod-

ies and Agencies for over 140 

years.  Our policies are ñgrass 

rootsò for a reason, that being 

to avoid a disconnect between 

(Continued on page 2) 

A unique installation held at Eureka Grange, Lyons, Wayne 

County when three generations from two families were installed 

as officers.  From the VanLare family Pat was installed as a mem-

ber of the Executive Committee and Deb Fuchs, daughter, as 

Treasurer.  Tom Fuchs, grandson and his wife Shylo were in-

stalled Overseer and Lecturer respectively.  Carol S. Bailey con-

tinues as Secretary and her daughter, Kay Michielson was in-

stalled as Master.  Granddaughter Laura Wigfield and grandson 

Nathan Michelson were installed as Chaplain and Gatekeeper 

respectively.  Others installed were Beverly DiSanto as Lady 

Assistant Steward, Diane Adams as Ceres, Elaine Cooney as 

Flora and 

Laverne Rash 

as Executive 

Committee.  

Carol Bailey 

was installing 

officer assist-

ed by Bob 

and Pat Van-

Lare. 

Standing L to R: Kay Michielsen, Master; Ellie Mattoon, Laura 

Wigfield, Chaplain; Nathan Michielsen, Gatekeeper; Wyatt and 

Tom Fuchs, Overseer; Shylo Fuchs, Lecturer; Deb Fuchs, Treasur-

er.  Seated L to R: Carol S. Bailey, Secretary; Pat VanLare; 

Maslyn Fuchs 
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pression of your opinions via 

resolutions are imperative. A 

strong voice depends on a 

strong platform.  The 2010 

census data revealed that 

there are less people living in 

rural areas than ten years ago. 

When it comes to sheer num-

bers, this translates into less 

representation and further 

marginalization.  Our goal is 

to enlighten and edify as 

opposed to occupy, with the 

hope that our ñstill small 

voiceò of sincerity and reason 

will be heard and heeded. We 

have confidence in this style 

of communication.  We are all 

very familiar with the phrase 

ñbreakdown in communica-

tions.ò Very often the desired 

subject has indeed been com-

municated, but fact of its 

existence has not.  While all 

of us share responsibility, a 

special responsibility rests on 

those of us that receive them 

to be sure they are properly 

communicated to others. Oft 

times, unfortunately, it takes 

more than a mere mention.  

We welcome the communica-

tion we receive at the State 

Office, and make every at-

tempt to deal with it appropri-

ately and effectively.  We 

trust that every effort will be 

made to insure that the re-

verse of this is true as well. 

Your State Officers and Di-

rectors have (handbook) and 

are (columns and letters) 

communicating with you in 

relation to their respective 

areas. Let us strive not to be 

guilty of a breakdown in this 

area, as it is the basis from 

which all else springs. 

Websterôs final description of 

the subject of this column is: 

ñSomething communicated, a 

message.ò This is my mes-

sage, and I can only hope it 

has been communicated. 

State service she proudly 

served in the United States 

Army Reserves entering as 

an Administrative Personnel 

Clerk, and retiring as a Bat-

talion Supply Sergeant, 

responsible for a six-

company battalion supply 

operation. 

     Sheila will be in the 

Headquarters Office most 

weekday mornings, and is 

administering the building 

affairs as well as general 

office duties relating to the 

State Master and State Sec-

retary.  She brings to us a 

wealth of experience and is 

excited about the opportuni-

ty to work with the Grange.  

In her words: ñEven though I 

retired, Iôm not ready to stop 

working.ò  In 2009 she was 

the recipient of the prestig-

ious SUNY Cortland Presi-

dentôs Award for Excellence 

in Classified Service, the 

highest honor one can 

achieve in a clerical support 

position. 

     Sheila and her husband 

are native upstate New 

Yorkers, and have made 

their home in the Cortland 

area for over 20 years.  We 

are excited that she was 

willing to join our team, and 

look forward to a long and 

profitable relationship. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Administrative Assistant 

our members and our posi-

tions.  As this column is 

being penned our 2012 Legis-

lative Handbook is in publi-

cation. It will be available 

both in print and online at 

www.nysgrange.org.  This 

publication, created by your 

action, will be used to com-

municate with our elected 

leaders the ideas we have 

collectively decided will 

benefit our society as a 

whole. The Grange is not a 

special interest group.  The 

success or failure of agricul-

ture based operations in this 

state, whether they are pro-

duction, processing, or mar-

keting, effects the entire 

State. Involvement in legisla-

tive discussions and the ex-

(Continued from page 1) 

Masterôs Column 

     Well another year has 

come to an end for the 

Grange.  We are set to flip the 

calendar to 2012. We need to 

take a look at 2011, where we 

succeeded,  what we can do in 

2012 to build a better Grange.   

What has your grange accom-

plished in 2011 and what 

would it like to accomplish in 

2012?  We make New Yearôs 

resolutions in our personal 

lives why not in our Grange 

lives? 

     One of the most exciting 

things that happened this year 

is the taking place of three 

degree days.  The first took 

place at Malone Grange in 

Franklin County in Northern 

New York on June 11, the 

second at Rose Grange in 

Wayne County on September 

10 and the third on October 1 

at Freedom Plains Grange in 

Dutchess County.  All three 

presented the first five degrees 

in full form with a Potluck 

dinner between the fourth and 

fifth degrees.  The State Mas-

ter at State session and the 

National Master at National 

session mentioned the im-

portance of all members see-

ing the degrees and learning 

the foundations of our organi-

zation. 

     Twenty eight Granges had 

a net increase in membership 

and Sixty-five Granges had 

no change in membership.  

The top five Granges with a 

net increase were Curriers 22, 

Corinth 6, Butternut  Valley 

5, Bethlehem 4, North Cam-

eron 4. The following Grang-

es were the top five Grange in 

number of new members:  

Curriers 41.5%, Hinman 

Hollow 25%, Corinth 18.8%, 

Fallkill 36.7% and Oakfield 

14.3% .  We are very proud 

of these Granges. 

     For 2012, first, we will be 

having more degree days and 

hope that all Grangers will be 

able to partake of this oppor-

tunity. Secondly, at National 

Session our State Master 

pledged that New York State 

Grange would in 2012 organ-

ize 1 new Grange, reorganize 

1 Grange, continued revitali-

zation of Pomona Granges 

and have no net membership 

loss.  In addition the State 

would organize 2 new Junior 

Granges.  I hope that all 

current Grangers will help the 

State in keeping this pledge.  

If we all work together we 

can achieve this and maybe 

even more. 

     The Grange is a family 

fraternal, community service 

organization with roots in 

agriculture. We develop 

personal leadership skills in 

our members and strengthen 

our communities through 

local involvement. Faith, 

family, patriotism and activ-

ism are the foundation of our 

values. 

We are America's Fami-

ly Fraternity! 

WE ARE THE PLACE TO 

GROW! 

(Continued on page 3) 



Gerald Batsford 

1199 Church Street 

Cortland, NY 13045 

607-835-6127 

gablab1652@yahoo.com 

Roger Halbert 

State Secretary 

83 Spring Street, PO Box 321 

Gilbertsville, NY 13776 

607-783-2691 

rhalbert1@stny.rr.com 
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Youth Director 

4848 Co. Rt. 10 

Cameron, NY 14819 

607-776-3625 

mastifarm@aol.com 

The Spring youth weekend 

will be held April 27th-29 at 

Otselic Valley Grange.  The 

Northeast Conference will be 

hosted by Connecticut.  The 

Conference will be held in 

the big E in Springfield, 

Mass.    The Northeast will 

be performing the first four 

degrees as they were origi-

nally done, at the Kelley 

farm in July of 2013.   You 

can find the application to be 

a youth officers for these 

degrees on the national web-

site.  The applications to be 

an officer are due by June 1st.  

The tentative Spring youth 

weekend schedule is as fol-

lows:  

 NEW YORK STATE 

SPRING YOUTH WEEK-

END 

April 27th to April 29th 

Otselic Valley Grange 

131 County Route 13 A 

South Otselic, NY  13155 

Friday, April 27th 2012 

7:00-8:00- Check in 

8:00-10:00- Charades 

10:00- Games and cards 

11:00-  Lights out 

Saturday, April 28th 2012 

8:00 am- Breakfast 

9-10:15- Dance lessons 

10:15-11:00- Travel to 

Cortland 

11:00- Sign a song, Public 

speaking competition, and 

Talent competition 

12:00- Lunch pizza 

1:00-3:00- Contests contin-

ued 

3:30-5:00- Bowling 

5:00-5:45- Travel to Otselic 

Grange 

6:00- Dinner 

7:00-9:00- Drill Practice for 

Northeast 

9:00-10:00- Games 

11:00- Lights Out 

Sunday, April 29th 2012 

8:00 am- Breakfast 

9:00-10:00- worship service 

10:00- Home 

     This winter has gotten off 

to a slow start but I hope that 

you are planning your teams 

for our Dart Ball, Bowling 

and Golf again this year. We 

are starting to plan our events 

and teams should be playing 

your Dart Ball Leagues. April 

will be here before we know 

it and this year our tourna-

ment will be held on April 29 

2012.  

     Bowling will be held on 

June 3rd 2012 at Cort-lanes 

again and I hope we can have 

as many teams as last year. 

Of course the last two years 

we had one more team than 

the year before so letôs try for 

3 years in a row of an in-

crease. 

     Golf will be on July 8th 

2012. This year we travel 

back to the Western region 

and I know that they have a 

golf course in mind. Carl 

Bullock is working with 

Bruce Croucher on this so we 

will have the name of the 

course soon to put in the up 

coming Granger.  

     Of course we are again 

sponsoring the Special Olym-

pics. We will be doing a 

raffle and along with the 

charge of $1.00 per person in 

our entry fees we hope to 

raise some money for them.  

     I was asked again to be 

the Sports Director by the 

State Master for another 2 

years and I told him I would 

be glad to do this. I believe 

that we can have fun and it 

works as a membership tool 

if used by the local Granges. 

We have a program that 

allows all ages of the Grange 

to join us and have fun. I 

hope to see you all at our 

events this year. 

FROM THE 

SECRETARYôS CORNER 

   This is a relatively new 

perspective for me, sitting in 

the upper left hand corner of 

a Grange meeting.  Other 

than serving a few years as 

our Subordinate Grange 

Treasurer (following the 

deaths while in office of the 

two previous Treasurers!), I 

have not worked from this 

corner of the room.  Thatôs 

righté you read this correct-

lyé I have never served in 

the office of Secretary of a 

Subordinate or Pomona 

Grange, so the office of Sec-

retary is a new ballgame for 

me.  I will find out quickly, 

Iôm sure, whether one can 

assume this role without the 

ñarduousò experience of 

working as such in the lower 

levels of Grange work first.  

ñArduousò is a word seldom 

used in todayôs conversations 

but whenever we hear it in 

Grange, we most likely think 

of the office of Secretary as 

we are told the duties of this 

office ñare most arduous of 

all, requiring judgment, 

promptness and efficiency.ò  

It has been a whirlwind of 

training and asking questions 

since October and as I write 

this article, my predecessor, 

Virginia Conner, is literally 

counting the hours now as she 

leaves the Cortland office 

(with any regularity) this 

second week of January. 

   First let me be one of the 

first to introduce you to Shei-

la Gregoire, the new Head-

quarters Building Administra-

tor/Receptionist in Cortland.  

She started training in De-

cember and brings a welcome 

freshness and vitality to the 

State Grange Office.  We are 

fortunate in having Sheila on 

our Grange team who is most 

impressed with our values, 

family programming and 

emphasis on rural issues.  

When you call the Cortland 

office, please be sure to intro-

duce yourself and make Shei-

la feel welcome.  She will 

normally be in the office 

during morning hours. 

   2012 is a fresh new year 

and it is a special year for 

three Granges in NYS.  The 

following Granges will cele-

brate their 100th anniversary 

this year:  Borodino Grange 

1272, Onondaga County on 

April 2;  Curriers Grange 

1273, Wyoming County on 

July 10; and Worcester 

Grange 1274, Otsego County 

on August 31.  I encourage 

these Granges to start plan-

ning a celebration that in-

cludes their communities and 

making it a special year, 

maybe with more than a 

single occasion.  This is your 

year, make it special.  Once a 

date is established, please be 

sure to notify me so that a 

special commemoration can 

be prepared by the National 

Grange, lead time of 6-8 

weeks is a normal turn-

around time so plan early and 

communicate with me at my 

home office.  We should 

mention here that Hamburg 

Grange 1293, Erie County, 

will celebrate their 100th 

anniversary in early 2013 on 

January 3.   

   One final word as I tackle 

(Continued on page 6) 

We have a lot to be proud of 

and a lot of good things to 

sell.  We are not a secret; 

letôs get everyone to know 

the Grange. We are always 

available to help any Grange 

that wants to improve its 

image in the community and 

sell itself to get new mem-

bers 

(Continued from page 2) 

Leadership/Membership 
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Welcome to 2012!!  Changes 

are in the air, are you ready? 

     Hello Brothers and Sisters.  

My name is Cindy Benson-

Pollard.  It is my honor and 

privilege to serve as your new 

Legislative Director.  Some 

of you may recognize my 

name.  To our newer mem-

bers, I have served as Legis-

lative Director for New York 

State Grange in the past.  I 

am a Past First Lady of New 

York State Grange and Past 

National Grange Ceres.  I am 

currently serving as Pomona 

Master for Onondaga County.  

I have always had a very 

strong connection to the 

legislative work of our order.   

     First, I would like to say a 

very special thank you to 

Roger and Helen Halbert for 

leading our State Grange 

Legislative Department.  

Roger has been a very strong 

driving force behind bringing 

the name of the Grange to our 

State and Federal representa-

tives.  His shoes are very 

large ones to fill.  I hope that 

I can continue on the work 

that Roger has started. 

     The legislative handbooks 

are almost complete as I write 

this article.  They should be 

out to you by the time you 

receive this edition of the 

Granger.  Please be sure that 

you share this information 

with all your Grange mem-

bers.  It is important that all 

our members know the 

Grange position on the many 

issues that confront us today.   

     Please pay close attention 

to the legislative priorities 

that were established by the 

delegates to our 2011 State 

Grange session.  These are 

the issues that the delegates 

felt were the most important 

to the Grange as a whole.  We 

will be concentrating on these 

areas for the next year.  How-

ever, please donôt feel that 

these are the only legislative 

issues that deserve our atten-

tion.  We are constantly re-

viewing what is happening in 

Albany and Washington so 

that we can be sure that the 

Grange voice is heard on 

those issues that affect us all 

as rural people. 

     Congress will be meeting 

again soon, as will our State 

Legislature.  Many important 

issues will be coming before 

them for our consideration.  I 

urge you to learn about all the 

proposals that may be coming 

before them.  If we have a 

policy regarding a particular 

issue, I encourage you to take 

the time to write a letter or 

send an email to your repre-

sentatives and let them know 

about the Grangeôs position.  

It is important that we keep 

the line of communication 

open with them and to let 

them know how, you as 

constituents and Grange 

members feel about a particu-

lar issue.  We need to take an 

active part in our govern-

ment.   

     If there is something that 

is being debated and we do 

not currently have policy on 

it, I encourage you to write a 

resolution to establish Grange 

policy.  If you need help in 

writing a resolution, please 

feel free to contact me.  I will 

be more than happy to lend a 

helping hand. 

     We are in the planning 

stages for the regional legis-

lative conferences.  The first 

one is scheduled for April 21, 

2012 in Ontario County.  If 

you have something in partic-

ular that you would like to 

hear about or a speaker you 

might like to have address 

those attending, please let me 

know.  These meetings are 

for you.  If you have any 

suggestions, please let me 

know.  You can email me at 

cbenson81@msn.com.  

Please put ñGrangeò in the 

subject line.  Unfortunately, 

if I do not recognize the 

sender, I donôt open the email 

and it gets deleted.   

 

     I look forward to working 

with you on legislative issues 

for the next term.  Together, 

we can and will make a differ-

ence. 

Directorôs Opinion 

In my opinion: 

     On January 4th, Governor 

Andrew Cuomo delivered his 

State of the State Address.  I 

hope that you had the oppor-

tunity to either hear or watch 

the address.  Unfortunately, I 

had to work when he made 

the presentation; I took the 

opportunity to read it. 

     Although the media did 

outline some of the high 

points, I emphasize the word 

ñsome.ò  There were many 

important items in his pre-

pared text that we, as 

Grangers, should investigate 

further and watch as the pro-

posals make their way 

through the legislature.  Alt-

hough, these items are ones 

that I feel are important to our 

organization, you may feel 

that that are others that are 

more important to your area.  

Some of his proposals affect 

those specifically living in 

downstate areas, there are just 

as many that affect those of us 

who call upstate New York 

home. 

     I thought I would outline a 

few of the issues in his ad-

dress that may be important to 

us as rural New Yorkers.  

Some of them afford Granges 

the opportunity to become 

involved in the legislative 

process and to bring the name 

of the Grange to your commu-

nities. 

 

Probably the first issue that 

comes to the minds of 

Grangers is the possibility of 

opening New York to casino 

gambling.  We currently have 

casinos operating in New 

York under the ownership of 

various Native American 

groups.  We also have a few 

racinos in New York.  For 

those of you who may not be 

familiar with the last one, 

these are, usually, horse rac-

ing tracks that have video 

gaming machines available 

for those who might like to 

take advantage of that type of 

gaming.  I do not doubt that 

opening new casinos will help 

state revenues, bring about 

new job creation and increase 

local property tax funds.  

Billions are spent each year 

on the different forms of 

lottery available here in New 

York.  We need to look deep-

er into the actual impact of 

this.  The Grange has been 

historically opposed to state-

wide legalized casino gam-

bling.  This is one of those 

issues that could be viewed 

as very personal.  Donôt be 

afraid to let your legislators 

know what your position is 

and what the Grange position 

is.   

     The Governor is forming a 

task force to formulate a 

master plan to repair our 

roads and bridges.  Where 

will this money come from?  

We pay sales taxes on the gas 

we purchase which was in-

tended, originally, for that 

purpose, a dedicate highway 

fund.  The need for these 

repairs is critical; our state 

infrastructure is showing its 

age.  We need to be sure that 

we know where the funding 

is coming from and not fall 

victim to further increases in 

sales taxes that we pay for 

gasoline and other fuels.  We 

already have one of the high-

est in the country. 

     Another part of our infra-

structure that is in need of 

some changes is our energy 

delivery system.  The Gover-

nor is proposing that private 

companies will be encour-

aged to invest in this rebuild-

ing.  What is being offered to 

this company to encourage 

their investing into this pro-

gram?  Are environmental 

regulations going to be re-

laxed, what type of tax breaks 

are they going to receive?  

No company is going to 

invest in something this 

costly without some kind of 

ñkickback.ò   

     One item that did catch 

my eye was that of the NY-

Sun initiative.  This will 

encourage the development 

of solar and wind power 

production.  At State Grange 

last year, we passed a resolu-

tion supporting just such a 

program.  I encourage you to 

write to the Governor and 

your local legislators and let 

(Continued on page 5) 



Sharon Croucher 

2514 County Road 25 

Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

315-462-3067 

E-mail croubr@fltg.net 

Martha Woolley, Chaplain 

8903 Farmington Road 

Forestville, NY 14062 

716-965-4292 

mcfwoolamb@froggernet.net 

     Page 5   Empire State Granger                                                                                                  February 2012 

them know that we are in 

agreement with the pro-

posal and hope that they 

have a favorable position 

when the proposal comes 

before them for a vote. 

     An opportunity for 

Granges and Grangers is 

the expansion of the Fresh

- Connect Farmers Mar-

kets that are being devel-

oped.  These markets are 

bringing fresh foods to 

those who do not have the 

luxury of a nearby grocery 

store.  The Governor is 

supporting the expansion 

of this program.  Why not 

be the ones in your com-

munity to start one.  This 

would be a good way to 

help your local farmers. 

     The Governor contin-

ues to put mandate relief 

at the top of his hit list.  

The Executive Mandate 

Relief Council will be 

holding public hearings 

this year.  He is asking for 

public input.  Letôs give it 

to him.  The Grange has 

been a longtime proponent 

of mandate relief.  Take 

the time to let him know 

that we support the initia-

tive and to relieve our 

local governments and 

schools from burdensome 

unfunded mandates. 

     Some other items that 

were included in his ad-

dress that are noteworthy 

include: 

Ŀ  Reformation of ser-

vices for people with 

disabilities 

Ŀ  New York Health 

exchange to increase the 

availability of health 

insurance for the under 

and uninsured 

Ŀ  Creation of an all 

crimes DNA database 

Ŀ  Establishment of a tax 

reform and fairness 

commission 

Ŀ  Campaign finance 

reform 

Ŀ  Independent redistrict-

ing of our electoral 

districts 

 

There are more that the 

Governor proposed that I 

did not mention in this 

article.  I encourage you to 

read his entire address.  It is 

very informative.  It is availa-

ble online at the Governorôs 

website.  Please take the time 

to read it or at least a non-

partisan summary of it. 

     Get involved.  Be sure to 

let your representative know 

your opinions and that of the 

Grange.  If we do not have 

one, write one.  We need to be 

involved.  Remember they 

work for us. 

     A speaker at a recent con-

ference shared the fact that, if 

you apply the alphabet num-

ber-placement of the letters in 

the word "attitude" 1, 20, 20, 

9, 20, 21, 4, 5, they equal 

100.  Her point was  - Atti-

tude is 100% influential in 

our actions. 

      Jesus gave us the Beati-

tudes (attitudes of being and 

their corresponding blessings) 

in Matthew 5:3-11. 

     Our sympathy is extended 

to family and friends of Past 

National Master Kermit Rich-

ardson.  May God also com-

fort any who are in sorrow for 

the loss of loved ones, those 

who are lonely, or ill, and all 

who need healing in any way. 

     It seems that no matter 

how hard we try to keep in-

formation accurate glitches 

occur and things get changed.  

Please note the following very 

important corrections/

changes.  The categories for 

the Photography contest 

that will be judged on April 

27th are People, Animals, 

and Scenery/Nature.  This 

applies to Junior Grange 

entries as well as Communi-

ty Grange entries.  The 

Junior Grange section of the 

handbook lists the old catego-

ries. 

     The second change is in 

regard to the North East Lec-

turers conference.  Due to 

problems in securing a 

facility the dates of the con-

ference will be July 30-

August 2, 2012.  This is one 

week earlier that it was origi-

nally scheduled.  I hope many 

of you will be able to attend 

the conference at Rivier Col-

lege in Nashua, NH.  Our 

program theme is ñStarsò. 

     There is a new program in 

the handbook called ñHave 

Talent, Will Travelò.  It is 

designed to provide lecturers 

with program ideas and to 

give Grange members an 

opportunity to share their 

talents.  So far, I have not 

received any listings.  Please 

take a look at this program 

and encourage your members 

to consider participating.  I 

believe it would be a great 

resource and a wonderful 

opportunity to expand our 

fraternalism. 

     Ideas for including educa-

tion in a program are numer-

ous.  Health topics (Healthy 

Living and Cancer for exam-

ple), current issues 

(alternative energy, hydro-

fracking, agricultural con-

cerns including immigration) 

and how to programs 

(photography, gardening tips 

etc.) can provide good educa-

tion for our members.  There 

is one other area I would like 

to suggest-Grange.  Possibili-

ties abound-history, ritual, 

meeting procedures, as well 

as services and opportunities 

available to our members.  

Many of our new members 

know little about the organi-

zation and we who have been 

around for a while could use 

a refresher course. 

     Enrichment is education-

al as well but focuses on art 

and culture.  It is an oppor-

tunity to introduce our mem-

bers to new musical, dance, 

artistic or literary genres.  

Cultural diversity is increas-

ing in our rural areas.  

Wouldnôt it be interesting and 

helpful to meet and learn 

about the cultural heritage of 

our neighbors? 

     Humor and recreation help 

to generate Enthusiasm 

among the members.  Re-

member to have fun at your 

meetings! 

     April is Grange Month.  

Each Grange should be re-

ceiving a packet of materials 

from National Grange.  Gath-

ering Day is April 21st.  April 

28th  is the Lecturers/FAC day 

at headquarters.  A full day is 

being planned including 

talent and public speaking 

contests.  Please plan to at-

tend. 

     Since this column is being 

written for February, I have 

been trying to decide on an 

appropriate closing thought.  

Love is a prominent theme.  

There are many poems and 

quotes dealing with love.  

Lecturer, Secretary, and 

Ceres.  She is currently Po-

mona Master of Onondaga 

Pomona Grange. 

     Cindy was named in the 

Whoôs who of American 

Women in 1994 for her legis-

lative work in the Grange. 

     Cindy is employed as an 

accountant for Woodbine 

Group in Syracuse, a proper-

ty/hospitality management 

group.  She has worked in 

accounting for 20 years. 

     Cindy has been married to 

Jim Pollard for 5 years has 3 

daughters and 3 grandchil-

dren.  She is interested in 

reading, knitting and crochet-

ing as well as her Grange 

work. 

     Welcome back on the 

team! 

     Cindy is replacing Roger 

Halbert in this position since 

his resignation following his 

election as State Grange Sec-

retary. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Legislative Director 

After much consideration I 

have decided that our Grange 

Motto is a good expression of 

love.  ñIn essentials-Unity; in 

Non-essentials-Liberty; in all 

things-charityò. 



Brenda Noble 

7973 Telephone Road 

LeRoy, NY 14482 

585-768-6632 February 15, Articles due for Newsletter in March 

March 15, Articles due for Empire Grange in April 

April 15, Youth RegistrationðPublic Speaking/Sign-a-Song due 

to the NYSGYouth Director 

April 15, Talent entries due to State Grange Lecturer 

April 20, FAC/Lecturerôs Crafts due at Headquarters 

April 21, Legislative Regional Conference-Ontario County 

April 27-29, Youth Spring Weekend-Otselic Valley Grange, 

Chenango County 

April 28, State FAC/Lecturerôs Conference, State Talent, Public 

Speaking, Sign-a-Song Contests-Headquarters 

April 29, Dartball Tournament-Headquarters 

We are very interested in 

publishing positive articles 

about Granges.  If you 

have an event or participate 

in a Community Service, 

please submit an article.  

Include original pictures, 

(not copies from a newspa-

per).  We must be very 

cognizant of copyright 

issues.  Poetry that has 

been written by others or 

stories that are taken from 

other sources can only be 

used with permission.  

These rules also apply to 

photographs.  Some may 

give permission if they are 

quoted or cited in the arti-

cle.  If you get permission 

please include it in writing.   

Typewritten or electronic 

submissions are preferred 

(no FAX). Please identify 

the people in your photo-

graphs.  Send To:  Bruce 

Croucher, 2514 County 

Road 25, Clifton Springs, 

NY 14432 or E-Mail to 

croubr@fltg.net 
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     The needlework and 

crafts are due to Cortland by 

April 20th. Remember the 

wood craft is divided into 

two categories and the quilt 

is full size this year. The 

plastic canvas is whatever 

you wish to enter, but next 

year we will have latch 

hook. If anyone sends 

stuffed toys for the Big E, 

they must meet safety guide-

lines: no sharp edges, protru-

sions, no buttons or hooks; 

glue, paste or paint must be 

non-toxic. 

     We are looking for items 

to sell at the Big E. They 

must be handmade: any kitch-

en items, hand towels, scrub-

bies, clothespin bags, eco-

bags (sleeves for plastic 

bags), Christmas items, pet 

items, jewelry, baby sets and 

whatever else. These items 

have been great sellers in the 

past. 

     We will be working with 

the Lecturers on a quilt block 

contest over the next five 

years. This yearôs block is to 

be 10 in. by 10 in. with 1/4 in. 

seam allowance. The theme is 

fall and the pattern is Log 

Cabin. We will do these at 

State Session along with the 

baking contest. One block 

will be selected and sent to 

National Grange. 

Albany Co. 

Ravena #1457 

Victoria Celella 

Quaniesha VanNess 

Cortland Co. 

Cuyler#449 

Sharon Hobart 

Donna Ramsey 

Chenango Co. 

Smithville Valley#1397 

Karli Bouton 

Otselic Valley#1398 

Eli Stoltman 

Kailyn Stoltman 

Heather Stoltman 

Logan Stoltman 

Mark Stoltman 

Delaware Co. 

Colonel Harper #1508 

Dorothy Accurso 

Otsego Co. 

Schenevus Valley #1201 

Kristen M. Sherer 

Theresa A. Mellor 

Steuben Co. 

Wheeler#1416 

Elizabeth Green 

Mike Green 

Tioga Co. 

North Barton#45 

Aloysuis Shipman 

Valerie Shipman 

Wyoming Co. 

Curriers #1273 

Chelsea Schmieder 

these many new tasks, the 

subject of dues and dues 

collection comes to mind.  It 

is usually customary for 

Subordinate Secretaries to 

send out dues notices some-

time near the end of a calen-

dar year or around January 1.  

This serves as a reminder to 

the members of their associa-

tion with and support of their 

local Grange.  Worthy Secre-

tary, have you communicated 

with your members?  The 

significance of this process 

becomes more clear when 

members learn that your 

Subordinate Grange sends to 

NYS Grange $6 per member 

per quarter.  So $24 a year is 

paid to State Grange for 

administration of various 

services, programming and 

organizational costs.  If the 

individual does not pay his/

her dues to the Subordinate 

Grange, the local Grange 

must find $24 a year from 

someplace to cover its debt 

for you being a member.  

Likewise, members should 

understand that of the $6 per 

quarter sent to NYS Grange, 

NYS Grange also has an 

obligation to send $3 to 

National Grange every quar-

ter.  So when a Subordinate 

Grange does not pay their 

dues in a timely manner to 

State Grange, State Grange 

then covers the $3 per mem-

ber per quarter in anticipa-

tion that the Grangeôs dues 

will be coming SOON.  

Members, please make your 

Secretaryôs job lighter and 

pay your dues on timeé and 

Secretaries, please attend to 

your Grangeôs dues to State 

(Continued from page 3) Grange so that we can meet 

our obligations to National 

Grange. For your Secretary to 

respond favorably to  ñreports 

to Pomona and State Grange 

have been duly and promptly 

made,ò the last quarterly 

report and dues must be paid 

at that point.  It is not merely 

a question of rote, specifical-

ly, your Grangeôs December 

2011 quarterly report must 

have been submitted with 

payment by this reading to 

qualify for a ñyesò answer.  

Listen at your next meeting 

for the Secretaryôs response 

when the Master directs the 

question. 

   A word to all Secretaries, 

please send quarterly reports 

or any other communications 

to me at my home address:   

P.O. Box 321, 83 Spring 

Street, Gilbertsville, New 

York 13776.  Telephone 

number is:  607-783-2691 or 

electronically at 

rhalbert1@stny.rr.com.   I do 

not plan to use an email ad-

dress at Headquarters at least 

on any regular basis.   

   And Ginnieé enjoy your 

winter vacation in Florida this 

yearé without a worry about 

State Grange or State Grange 

Headquartersé we hope not 

to use the cell phone number 

too muché but thatôs only 

my opinion! 
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The following are Financial Aid opportunities 

for members of the Grange: 

¶ DeNise Agriculture Scholarship is availa-

ble to Grange, FFA and 4H members who are 

pursuing a career in an agriculture related field 

¶ The June Gill Nursing Scholarship - trust 

established by a Grange member for Grangers 

pursuing a career in nursing 

¶ The Caroline Kark Awardðtrust fund established by 

Grange for Grangers interested in a career in working with 

deaf or hearing impaired people 

¶ Susan Freestone Awardðestablished for Junior Grangers 

seeking higher education in New York State 

¶ Grange Student Loan Fundðestablished for Grange mem-

bers as college financial aid.  Low interest loans to be repaid 

after graduation. 

¶ P.A.C.C. (Patrons Agricultural and Consumers Cooperative) 

is awarded to children and grandchildren of PACC mem-

bers.  Grange membership is also considered. 

¶ Cornell Grange Scholarship is granted through Cornell Uni-

versity based on determined financial need..  This scholar-

ship was started with a grant from the New York State 

Grange. 

 Applications for all awards are available from the New 

York State Grange Headquarters.   

 

Application Deadline is April 15 

OPINION: Why Rural Broadband Adoption 

Matters 
High-speed, online access is no longer a luxury; it is a necessity. 

And for those who live Οin rural areas, it can make a significant 
difference with respect to educational and employment opportuni-

ties. Health care can be provided in the most remote towns and 

villages where residents would otherwise have to travel significant 

distances and incur travel expenses, in addition to losing time at 

work and possibly putting their health in greater jeopardy. As 

such, we need to tackle all of the obstacles that keep consumers 

from purchasing broadband service. 

In rural areas, the latest penetration numbers for broadband indi-

cate that only 51 percent of consumers are connected to broad-

band. I know some rural areas see a higher penetration rate but, 

when on average, just over the majority of rural consumers are 

experiencing the benefits of broadband. I know and you know that 

we need to do better, not only for the sake of improving the eco-

nomic opportunities of rural communities and individual citizens 

who live there, but also for the sake of the public and private 

investments being made in the networks, including the high-cost 

universal service funding. 

For your companies, in particular, I know that serving rural Amer-

ica means not only Οhigh-cost areas, but in many cases, low-

income consumers, which contributes to our lower penetration 

rate. If we donôt address the cost of accessing the network for 

those consumers, then not only are we leaving them behind, we 

are not reaping the full rewards and value of our total investments 

in the networks. 

Climate Change and Farming: How Not to Go Hun-

gry in a Warmer World 
By Bryan Walsh |Time 

Climate change might hit us in the most vital place of all ð the 

dinner plate Why do we care about climate change? Obviously we 

worry about what warming temperatures might do to the geogra-

phy of the planet ð particularly melting polar ice and raising 

global sea levels. We fear the impact that climate change could 

have on endangered species, as warming temperatures speed the 

already rapid pace of extinction for wildlife that have been pushed 

to the edge by habitat loss and hunting. We focus on the changing 

risk of extreme weather, of more powerful storms causing billions 

of dollars of damage in richer nations ð and taking thousands of 

lives in poorer ones. Sometimes weôre simply uneasy with idea 

that our actions are altering the Earth, changing the rhythms of the 

seasons, shifting weather patterns weôve been accustomed to for 

as long as human beings can remember. 

All of that is important ð but not as important as the impact that 

climate change might have on the most vital function of any spe-

cies: feeding itself. The human population broke the 7 billion 

mark late last year, and the reason that happened ð and the rea-

son we can and will keep growing, barring major changes ð is 

that weôve become amazing proficient at raising food. Our distri-

bution is far from perfect ð which is the reason the world is 

simultaneously home to 1 billion hungry and more than 300 mil-

lion obese people ð and the side effects of large-scale farming 

can damage the environment. But food production still remains 

humanityôs most amazing accomplishment. 

Benefits to Members 

     The Grange offers an assortment of member benefits from 

discounts to insurance. You can receive discounts on car rentals, 

hotel accommodations, prescription drug coverage and so much 

more. As a member, you can take advantage of these money sav-

ings opportunities right away. Have you always wanted to take a 

cruise or a trip to Europe or take the kids to an Orlando theme 

park? Then you should definitely be a Grange member because we 

get discounts for all of those trips. The National Grange member 

benefits change throughout the year, so you never know what will 

be next. Also, check with your State Grange because most states 

also have benefits for their particular state. 

Our benefits include: 
Ŀ American Income Life 

Ŀ Allied Moving 

Ŀ Choice Hotels 

Ŀ Hertz Rental Car 

Ŀ Life Line Screening 

Ŀ LTC Financial Partners 

Ŀ Medical Air Services Association (MASA) 

Ŀ Scrip Pharmacy Solutions Discount Card 

Ŀ U.S. Pharmacy Card 

Ŀ Beltone 

Ŀ Wirefly (discounts on cell phone service, various carri-

ers) 

Ŀ Rx Pharmacy Card provided by CVS Caremark (also 

for pet prescriptions) 

Ŀ MetLife Home and Auto 

Ŀ Wyndham Hotels 

Ŀ Budget and Avis Car Rental 

Ŀ TNT Vacations 

Ŀ Go Ahead Tours 

Ŀ Cruise Agency 

If you are a Grange member, please log in to see the benefit codes 

and start saving. 
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Photo above: Joanne Henderson, Lecturer;  

Allison OôMalley, Speaker; Charlotte Hut-

ton, Master  Joanne presented a check for 

$2500 from Greece Grange to Allison 

OôMalley from ñSafe Journeyò to support the 

organization 

Photo Left:  Annette 

Leahy, new member 

of Greece Grange 

employed at Unity 

Health, Nicole 

Ryan, Ryan Farms, 

guest speaker and 

Cindy Muxworthy, 

Secretary/Treasurer 

of Greece Grange 

Photo Right: Elie De-

Manchick shared her special 

cupcakes with members of 

Greece at their annual meet-

ing. 

Photo Left:  Joan Goosen 

of Greece Grange present-

ed a check for $250.00 to 

the Jason/Gnage families 

for the Multiple Sclerosis 

neighborhood Fund-

raiser.  Pictured are Joan 

Goosen, Scott Jason, 

Hanna Jason and Sarah 

Gnage.  Also in the pic-

ture is Hannahôs younger 

brother. 

Milton Grange #685 in collabo-

ration with Greenfield Grange 

#807 hosted a very successful 

Wine Tasting at The Saratoga 

Winery in Saratoga on Saturday 

November 12th to benefit farm-

ers in Schoharie County still 

recovering from flood damage 

caused by Hurricane Irene and 

Hurricane Lee. In addition to 

tasting five different wines 

made by the Saratoga Winery, 

over 100 attendees sampled 

several varieties of local raw milk cheese donated by Willow Marsh Farm of Ballston Spa 

and sesame flavored artisan crackers donated by Saratoga Crackers of Greenfield. Music 

was by provided by Adirondack folk musician Dan Berggren. The organization Schoharie 

County Community Action Program was chosen to distribute the funds. The proceeds 

donated to SCCAP were earmarked specifically for farm recovery. Marcy Holmes of 

SCCAP was presented with a check for just over $2000 at the Milton Grangeôs monthly 

meeting in December. 

Pictured: Shana Cumm and Lynn Cumm of Greenfield Grange, Marcy Holmes of 

SCCAP, Paul Coleman and Rob Pastore of Milton Grange. 

Photo Above:  State Grange President Stephen 

Coye pictured with the Vernon Verona Sherrill 

FFA Chapter, tops in the State 

Photo Below:  State Grange Officers Jerry 

Batsford, Steward and Cindy Bullock, Pomona 

presented Silver Star (25 year) certificates to 

Barb Lavier Master of Cuyler Grange 449 and 

her husband, Rich Lavier.  Jerry and Cindy are 

at the ends of the picture. 


