
ly a lot of little things that re-
sulted in far reaching  changes 
in our culture, when reducing 
things to the lowest terms two 
aspects stand out, Fraternalism 
and diversity. In the beginning, 
the Grange was not diverse in 
its policy, and rightly so. How-
ever, it didnôt take very many 
years for the realization to set in 
that its impact could be far 
greater with a more diverse 
membership and platform.  
(Unfortunately, this understand-
ing has not gripped the general 
public and many research out-
fits, even though there is no one 
alive today that was here when 
the Grange was only for farm-
ers.) As one of the basic tenants 
articulated in the 1873 Declara-
tion of Purposes was the ad-
vancement of education, for ex-
ample, not admitting those to 
membership involved in that 
aspect of American life would 
have been counter-productive. 
My point is that had we re-
mained basically a single issue 
organization as in the very early 
years, I donôt believe we would 
be here today. 
     In relation to the fraternal-
ism, the debate has raged over 
the years as to whether or not it 
is a necessary element to the 
success of the Grange.  Each 
time faced with that issue, my 
mind turns immediately to one 
of our founders, William Saun-
ders, unarguably possessing one 
of the keenest minds of his 
time, and beyond. In the pream-
ble to the Constitution of the 
National Grange, he said, in 
part, ñ .. To those who read 
aright, history proves that in all 
ages society is fragmentary, and 
successful results of general wel-
fare can be secured only by gen-
eral effort. Unity of action cannot 
be acquired without discipline, 
and discipline cannot be en-
forced without significant organi-
zation; hence we have a ceremo-
ny of initiation which binds us in 
mutual fraternity as with a band 
of iron; but although its influence 
is so powerful, its application is 
as gentle as that of the silken 
thread that binds a wreath of 
flowers.ò True then, true now, 
will continue to be true. While 
our procedures for admitting 
members have necessarily been 
modified over the years since 
these words were penned due to 
the forward march of society, Iôm 
thinking that Saunders might be 
okay with that, but would not 
bend at all on the philosophy be-
hind it. Fraternalism has been the 
glue for our unity of action, and 
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     With the passing of the 149th 
Annual Session of the National 
Grange the preparations for and 
excitement for the 150th year of 
the Grange is officially in mo-
tion. The actual 150th year will 
occur in 2017 at the 151st annu-
al Session which will be held in 
Spokane, Washington. The 
yearlong celebration will begin 
with the 150th Session in Wash-
ington, DC, next November.  
The reason the session numbers 
are off a year is because in 1875 
the session was moved from 
February to November, and it 
was determined that eighteen 
months between sessions would 
be too long, so two events were 
held that year. (The same thing 
happened here in New York in 
1934.) Perhaps many of you 
remember the excitement gener-
ated in and around the Centen-
nial Celebration of the National 
Grange, held in Syracuse in 
1967. It was great to be part of 
that event, and God willing, we 
look forward to being part of 
the coming milestone. 
     History shows us that over 
the past 150 years a lot of agri-
culturally based organizations 
have come and gone, many with 
very significant memberships 
during their tenure. This should 
give us pause to consider what 
secret of success is/was for the 
Grange. While there are actual-
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     Lincoln NE - During the 
149th Annual Session of the 
National Grange, delegates 

     òThe 2015 National Grange 
Female Youth Ambassador is 
Shannon Ruso from New 
York.ò 
     We were ecstatic as a dozen 
NY Grangers were there in Lin-
coln, NE to cheer her on.  The 
news also hit face book almost 
immediately as friends in NY 
were watching the Evening of 
Excellence on their home com-
puters as it was streamlined live 
to them.  Shannon is a member 
of Ravena Grange, Albany 
County and is the daughter of 
Jeffry and Sandra Ruso. She 
will be a Junior at SUNY 
Oswego  in January majoring in 
Creative Writing. As the Na-
tional Grange Youth Ambassa-
dors, Shannon( and Brodi Olds 
from NC) will be assisting the 
National Youth Director, Char-
lene Shupp-Espenshade,  at Re-
gional Youth Conferences, and 
at National Grange next year. 
Congratulations Shannon!  We 
are very proud of you! 

T-Rex and Grant helping Shan-
non celebrate her success at Na-
tional Grange Celebration Ban-
quet 

Shannon and Male Ambassador 

Brodie Olds from North Carolina 

from each state elected a new 
slate of national officers. Among 
this group was Betsy Huber, the 
newly elected President and the 
first woman to hold that office in 
the history of the organization. 
      Ms. Huber is currently em-
ployed by the Pennsylvania State 
Grange as the Government Rela-
tions Director where she works to 
advance the policies of the 
Grange within the PA State Leg-
islature. She is a member of 
Chester-Delaware County Pomo-
na Grange #3 and Goshen Grange 
#121. Betsy started her Grange 
involvement at a very young age 
as a member of the Juvenile (now 
known as Junior) Grange. She 
has held numerous positions with 
her local Grange and with the 
Pennsylvania State Grange, in-
cluding serving eight years as 
President, the first woman to hold 
that position. 
     As the National Grange Presi-
dent, Ms. Huber will work with 
the National Grange staff to ad-
vance Grange policies in Wash-
ington D.C.; as well as oversee 
the day to day operations of the 
organization. The Grange, legis-

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ рύ 



     Hello Grangers! This is my 
first column as your new state 
Lecturer. I'm Carolyn KAY 
Bailey from Lyons, home of 
Eureka Grange #46 where I am 
Master. I am also Lecturer for 
Wayne Co. Pomona Grange and 
have served 4 years on the State 
Lecturer's committee under 
Sharon Croucher. I'm hoping to 
serve you all as well as Sharon 
did. It's a big commitment but I 
have had two great teachers- 
Sharon being one and the other 
is  my mother Carol Bailey who 
was a state lecturer also. That's 
a lot of footsteps to follow! 
     As I write this, it is a sunny, 
warm, colorful fall day...ideal 
for some beautiful pictures. 
Keep your camera handy and 
snap a few for the photo contest 
or to use for inspiration for an 
art piece. The cool crisp air 
makes for nice crisp photos. 
When the weather turns (and 
you know it will) use that inspi-
ration to write a piece for the 
creative writing projects. 
     Other good things to work 
on when you get stuck inside 
would be a piece for the talent 
contest or the public speaking 
contest. Maybe make a speech 
night in your own grange and 
everybody does one. Everyone 
knows how to talk and you 
know everyone there. I can't 
wait to see the results in April. 
     If you need help or ideas, or 
have something to share, feel 
free to contact me. Enjoy the 
fall and the holidays ahead. I 
look forward to hearing from 
you. 

     As Christmas is fast ap-
proaching, we know that the 
end of this year is coming.  We 
need to take time to reflect on 
our accomplishments for the 
past year and to take stock in 
those things that didnôt quite go 
the way we wanted them to.  I 
hope that you will take some 
time to look back on the legisla-
tive issues that you participated 
in.  Think about how you can 
do more to help forward the 
Grangeôs legislative policies.   
     State Grange is now a 
memory for this year.  It was a 
very successful session.  I 
would first like to thank all the 
Granges and Grange members 
who submitted resolutions for 
consideration this year.  I appre-

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 

    State Session 2015 is now 
one for the history book, or in 
Grange terms, the Annual Jour-
nal of Proceedings.  That pro-
ject will be one of the many ma-
jor winter time activities for this 
office. 
    Before we close our thoughts 
on the recent State Session, you 
will find in another section of 
this ESG, a complete listing of 
contributions for the two ñdollar 
billò collection projects that 
were on-going throughout the 
year and culminated at the Ses-
sion in Auburn.  The support of 
the statewide cancer project ñC 
Billsò and the project of 
longstanding, the ñG Billsò for 
Hosting Fund received over-
whelming support.  The contri-
butions are listed by Pomona 
Grange district, the most feasi-
ble way of recording the vol-
ume of donations as they are 
turned in daily during the four 
day convention.  Thanks to eve-
ryone who help the cause 
throughout the year! 
    The next project is the com-
pilation of the 2016 State Direc-
tory.  I wonôt plead anymore, 
but there are too many Granges 
and/or Pomona Granges whose 
Secretary has NOT submitted 
their listing of key Grange lead-
ers for 2016.  Without an updat-
ed sheet, we will continue the 
list from the most recent print-
ing, a practice that is not ideal. 
   You have heard me say previ-
ously, that any Grange should 
be able to invite at least one civ-
ic leader or business in your 
area to become an Associate 
Member of your Grange.  It 
counts towards your Grangeôs 
membership total and also 
swells the number statewide as 
ones who support the Grange 
principles and are rooting us to 
bigger and better heights.  One 
such Grangeé and I am happy 
to report that it is Fredonia 
Grange # 1, Chautauqua County 
has recently inundated my of-
fice withé  25 applications for 
Associate Members who are 
now a part of the Fredonia 
Grange!  In talking with Melis-
sa Thompson, Master of Fre-
donia, I was curious as to how 
they are doing this.  Her answer 
was an enthusiastic one:  ñIf 
your Grange is doing something 
and everyone has contacts out-
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Cindy Benson-Pollard 

Carolyn (Kay) Bailey 

Roger Halbert 

side the Grange, encourage 
them to be a part of the Grange 
movement.  It is a perfect mem-
bership category for those peo-
ple who just canôt attend meet-
ings regularly, but wholeheart-
edly support what the Grange 
stands for!ò  Sister Thompson 
also informs me that they are 
not done yeté I should be get-
ting another group of applica-
tions in a second mailing!  
These people gladly return the 
applications with the annual 
membership fee (determined at 
the recent Session to be $30 an-
nually). 
   You might ask what kinds of 
people would become an Asso-
ciate Member of a Grange?  
Turning to this wide array of 
applications from Fredonia, we 
find  a CPA firm,  a retired col-
lege professor,  a maple produc-
er,  a florist,  a law office,  the 
local Mayor,  a funeral home,  a 
village trustee, a county legisla-
tor,  a plumbing business, and a 
local pastor, to name a few.  
Does your community have any 
of these?  You donôt need to 
answer. 
    Fredonia is leading the way 
on this one!  Before this recent 
effort, Fredonia was a Grange 
of approximately 50 mem-
bersé they are well on their 
way in doubling the member-
ship! 
    If you can make the contact 
and collect the $30 annual dues 
for a new Associate Member 
(and your Subordinate gets $10 
of that amount!), send it to my 
attention at my home office and 
I will complete the process for 
you!  Is it a deal? 

Lewis   $  26 
Monroe  $129 
Oneida   $  70 
Onondaga  $  42 
Ontario  $539 
Orange/Sullivan $  76 
Oswego  $  17 
Otsego   $582 
Rensselaer  $140 
Saratoga  $  58 
Seneca   $  41 
Steuben  $133 
Tioga   $294 
Tompkins  $153 
Wayne   $ 64  
Wyoming  $ 26 
Undesignated  $  31 
 
   Wow!  The total of ñG Billsò 
for this past year isé $3,951 !  
Thatôs a lot of one dollar bills to 
counté just ask Roger Halbert, 
State Grange Secretary and his 
wife, Helen.  Appreciation is sin-
cerely sent out to every Grange 
member, Subordinate Grange 
and Pomona Grange who added 
to the Hosting Fund, so signifi-
cantly.  Due to the volume of 
donations that come in during 
the meeting, we record only the 
Pomona district from which each 
donation comes so a personal 
thank you is not senté but you 
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STATE GRANGEôS ñG BILLò 
COLLECTION STILL POPU-
LAR   
   Several years ago, at the sug-
gestion of then State Master, 
Oliver Orton, New York State 
Grange has found watching out 
for and collecting ñG Billsò a 
fun activity and a worthwhile 
fund raiser.  The collection is 
designated for New York 
Stateôs financial obligations 
when the Northeast hosts the 
National Grange convention in 
our part of the country.  This 
occurs again in 2018.   
   Throughout the year and dur-
ing the 2015 Session, the col-
lection of ñG Billò shows an 
impressive totalé our goal was 
2,015, to match the year!  The 
record shows the following re-
ceipts: 
Albany   $216   
Allegany  $107 
Cattaraugus  $  32 
Cayuga  $153 
Chautauqua  $  60 
Chenango  $151 
Cortland  $200 
Dutchess  $  44 
Erie   $100 
Essex/Franklin $107  
Genesee  $115 
Jefferson  $245 

     The Gerald M. Eastman 
Award is presented annually to 
an individual Granger who ex-
emplifies Christian principles 
and influences others in a posi-
tive way.  This yearôs recipient 
was Joyce Church.  She has 
served in many behind the 
scenes ways in the Grange.  She 
has served on committees as 
well as filling in when asked.  
She has served for over 20 years 
on the Grange sponsored Dairy 
Day event.  She also sees that 
aging Grangers receive a dinner 
when Grange dinners are served.  
She has been active in church as 
a Sunday School teacher, chair 
of the membership care and nur-
ture committee on the board of 
trustees as secretary and chair of 
the Administrative Board.  She 
also served on the parish rela-
tions committee. 
     She has a passion for those on 
the fringes of society.  She has 
served over 20 years as coordi-
nator of a group of 15 to 20 
women entitled My Brotherôs 
Keeper which has made over 
3000 sleeping bags for rescue 
operations in local and the 
broader community. 
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     My theme for the Memorial Ser-
vice at State Session was ñlightò 
with the symbol being a lighthouse.  
Have you ever thought about how 
dependent we are on having light in 
our lives?  We need light to read 
and to see to move from one loca-
tion to another inside buildings.  
We are dependent on the sunlight 
to grow plants in the fields and gar-
dens and even we humans need 
sunshine to keep us healthy.  Ships 
need lighthouses to guide them 
away from rocks and danger. 
     And then there is the most im-
portant light of all:  the Light of the 
World that the Bible talks about.  
John 8:12:  ñJesus said, I am the 
Light of the world; he who follows 
Me will not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of lifeò.    There 
are many verses in the Bible with 
ñlightò in them.  So light is very 
important in every aspect of our 
lives.  Read Matthew 5:14-16 
   I pray that the most important 
light of all ==Jesus== is part of 
your life and that youôll let Him 
shine. 
     Our sympathy is sent to the fam-
ily of Lorraine Loucks, Albany 
County who passed to the Grange 
Above on November 3, 2015.  Sis-

Kathy E. Miller 
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     We are nearing the end of 
another year, and are entering 
another holiday season! Con-
gratulations to our winners at 
the Big E and the Zucchini 
Bread Baking Contest. 
     Nine items were sent to the 
Northeast Exposition for judg-
ing. The awards are as follows: 
Class B - Doilies: 2nd Lois 
Kesby, Chautauqua Co; Class D 
- 3-piece Baby Set: 1st LeEtta 
Widrick, Lewis Co; Class I - 
Quilted Wall Hanging: 3rd 
Adrienne Hendrick, Otsego Co; 
Class K - Baby Afghan: 3rd 
Sandra Tabor-Hunkins, Otsego 
Co.   
     There were 25 Regular en-
tries and 1 Diabetic entry for 
the Zucchini Bread Baking 
Contest at State Session. Dia-
betic 1st place: Richard Wilcox, 
Livingston Co. 
For the Regular entries: 1st Bar-
bara Frank, Lewis Co; 2nd John 
Buchanan, Cortland Co; 3rd 
Mildred Messmer, Seneca Co; 
Honorable Mentions: Florence 
Kersmanc, Otsego Co; Chris-
tine Becker, St Lawrence Co; 
Virginia Conner, Cayuga Co; 
Mildred Pingrey, Wyoming Co; 
Ismay Payne, Albany Co; Su-
zanne Schmidt, Genesee Co; 
Pat VanLare, Wayne Co. 
     I hope everyone is working 
on crafts and woodworking for 
next year! Entries will be due to 
Cortland by April 20th, 2016. 
The Quilt contest will be for 
Bed-size. In the new Handbook, 
we are asking that community 
members will enter the contests 
1 year, then join the Grange to 
continue to enter subsequent 
years. Any questions, please let 
me know.  

     In addition to Shannon be-
coming the Female National 
Grange Youth Ambassador (see 
front page), we also have other 
noteworthy news from Youth 
activities at National Grange.  
Shannon, Heidi Henderson, and 
Matthew Horton all participat-
ed in Grange Jeopardy with ten 
total contestants. Matt, from 
North Cameron Grange, 
Steuben County, took second 
place with a score of 3500. 
Congratulations Matthew!   We 

     The 143rd New York State 
Grange Session in Auburn, NY,  
is now history.  Patrons, please 
try to attend a NYS Grange Ses-
sion or at least part of the Session 
as it is truly energizing and up-
lifting.  Thank you to our hosting 
committee for a superb job. 
Our Community Service Food 
Drive once again was a huge suc-
cess.  Sister Meta Riester and 
good Grange helpers split our 
bountiful donated food and mon-
etary donations in half and deliv-
ered same to two pantries in the 
Auburn area.  Thank you to all 
patrons who donated to this suc-
cessful effort. 
     The collection of C-Notes for 
Cancer in memory of our late sis-
ter, Nancy Henderson was anoth-
er huge success.  Alan and Heidi 
Henderson not only turned over 
abundant C-dollars for 2015, but 
also have a generous amount of 
"seed money" toward the 2016 C
-note endeavor. 
     59 Subordinate Granges in 
NYS submitted their Community 
Service Report in time to be 
judged in early September - 62  
Community Service reports were  
displayed at our 143rd Ses-
sion!!!!  This is over 34% partici-
pation rate for our 179 Granges 
in NYS.  National Grange pre-
sented NY a check in the amount 
of $250  for reaching (shattering) 
their 25% participation goal.  The 
results of our judges were we fol-
lows:  Tied for fourth - Smith-
ville Valley and Stanford Grang-
es.  Third place - Ross Grange.  
Second place Colonel Harper 
Grange and First place went to 
Floyd Grange.  Congratulations 
not only to our winners, but to all 
who participated.   
     The Community Service Idea 
Fair display featured two ideas.... 
First  "idea"- listing 59 unique 
community services gleaned 
from our 2015 Community Ser-
vice Reports during the hours of 
judging.  Patrons - it was not dif-
ficult at all to not repeat any ide-
as.  Your community outreach is 
very diverse....keep up the good 
work. 
     Second "idea" - Our 2016-
2017 Program Theme - "Don't 
Let Your Wheels Fall Off"!  
NYS Grange Community Ser-
vice/Involvement has been on a 
very positive roll for the last 
three years - keep your wheels in 
good repair and rolling.  The 
more involved your Grange is 
with your community the more 
potential we have in growing 
our wonderful family fraternity! 

received the Distinguished 
Youth Program Award for NYS 
Grange and for North Cameron 
Grange Youth.  April Force and 
Jackie Turner were trumpet 
girls in the 7th Degree Conferral 
as well. 
     We had a great Fall Youth 
Weekend in September at 
Brunswick Grange in Rensse-
laer County. 
      Twenty-six Grangers at-
tended and it was exciting to 
welcome several new youth 
members and soon-to-be mem-
bers to the experiences of a 
Youth Leadership weekend.   
We interspersed workshops be-
tween games, drill practice and 
great food including ice cream 
sundaes. Eian and Katelyn Dar-
ling presented ñFiber:Sheep to 
Teddy Bearsò explaining the 
process of sheering sheep and 
then showing us how to spin it 
into yarn on their two spinning 
wheels and then showing some 
teddy bears which they knitted 
with their yarn.  ñPetesô Prom-
iseò, presented by Pete Blusche,   
was a speaker telling his experi-
ence of being a drunk driver 
and the physical and intellectu-
al consequences he faces daily.  
Theresa Thomas held an inter-
active workshop on óôPrivilegeò 
and how it affects our lives. We 
also did roadside litter pick-up 
for our community service, and 
visited a ñCommunity Gardenò 
including a tour of the farm and 
animals. Thank you to Laura 
Noble for leading the worship 
service and to Brunswick 
Grange for their excellent hos-
pitality and to Sarah Barber for 
coordinating the weekend. 
     Our youth activities at State 
Grange in Auburn included at-
tending the opening of the State 
Grange session Saturday morn-
ing.  In the afternoon we toured 
the Harriet Tubman House and 
the Patterson Farm.   Several 
youth members took the 5th and 
6th degrees and we ended with 
pizza and practicing the drill for 
Sunday morningôs youth open-
ing  with Lyzi  Smith as the 
Youth Master.  During our 
Youth Report to the Delegates, 
we heard from four of the youth 
as follows:  
     Tessa& Christian Taft 
shared about their March 2015 
experience in visiting the Capi-
tol in Albany after winning the 
Robert Earlandt Award last 
year. 
     Shannon Ruso shared about 
some of her visits as NYS 
Grange Youth Ambassador this 
past year and showcasing the 

Traveling Spirit Stick awarded to us 
at the Northeast Youth Conference 
this summer. 
     Matthew Horton was introduced 
as the 2016  NYS Grange Young 
Adult Ambassador and he told us a 
little about himself.  His contact in-
formation is: 321 County Route 16, 
Painted Post, NY 14870; mat-
thewhorton14870@yahoo.com; 607
-346-3316.  Please contact him di-
rectly if you would like him to 
speak at your grange events.   
     Our Winter Youth Weekend will 
be held at Ravena Grange in Albany 
County on January 15-17, 2016.  
Highlights include ñStephenôs Rep-
tile Showò, Snowshoeing at Five 
Riverôs Nature Park, a presentation 
on ice climbing by Dr. Adventure, 
and a presentation on French culture 
by Florian Olebinski.  
     The Spring Weekend will be 
April 1-3rd at Headquarters in 
Cortland with the Juniors like last 
year. 




