
excitement of being part of an 

organization which could 

change the face of America, 

right from oneôs own backyard. 

     William Saunders, a man of 

exceptional intelligence with 

the ability to see way ahead of 

his time, articulated in a few 

short paragraphs the reason for 

the Grange, why it is needed, 

and why it will work. The inter-

esting thing to me is that while 

he was writing at a time when 

95% of the population of this 

country was rural and actively 

involved in agricultural pur-

suits, the concepts that he ex-

pressed are as true today as they 

were when he wrote them, even 

with a reversal in the active ag-

ricultural statistics. The writing 

to which I am referring is the 

Preamble to the first Constitu-

tion of the Order of Patrons of 

Husbandry, adopted at the Sixth 

Session of the National Grange 

on January 9, 1873. While the 

Constitution has been amended 

from time to time, the Preamble 

has never been changed, and for 

good reason. One of the para-

graphs reads as follows: The 

soil is the source from whence 

we derive all that constitutes 

wealth; without it we would 

have no agriculture, no manu-

facturers, no commerce. Of all 

the material gifts of the Crea-

tor, the various productions of 

the vegetable world are of the 

first importance. The art of ag-

riculture is the parent and pre-

cursor of all arts, and its prod-

ucts, the foundation of all 

wealth. Tough to argue with 

that, and it sets forth the respon-

sibility we all have in relation to 

agriculture whether or not we 

are actively engaged in it. Can 

we be mundane about this? 

     The Preamble has five other 

paragraphs that are equally as 

important, dealing with human 

happiness, what is necessary to 

achieve it, and the mechanism 

necessary to make it happen. I 

highly recommend its contem-

plation. Hopefully it will reor-

ganize our thoughts as to the 

impact the Grange can and must 

have in our great land. Those 

 

     It goes without saying that a 

well ordered life is a necessity 

to achieve success, and by ex-

tension happiness and content-

ment. I think however that more 

than a few of us, especially 

those of us that have been 

around for more than a few dec-

ades, tend to go about our daily 

rituals and responsibilities with 

little thought as to why we actu-

ally are behaving in this man-

ner. We do things in a certain 

way, go the places we go, par-

ticipate in our chosen activities, 

because it works for us, and we 

seldom think of the reasoning 

behind it. While this is definite-

ly not wrong, it does however 

move things we should be excit-

ed about to the mundane. 

     Being part of the Grange is, I 

believe, for many an activity 

that has passed to the mundane 

category. We like the people, 

want to help the community, 

etc., all good reasons, but weôve 

forgotten (or never knew) the 

real reasons the organization 

was established in the first 

place. Its initial expediential 

growth gives testimony to the 

     The new charter for Capital City Grange #1606 in Albany. NY. 

The picture left to right is Overseer Phillip Hughes, State Master Ste-

phen C Coye and Master Matthew Shoop.   Newest Grange in New 

York was formed in Albany County in the city of Albany.  Great start 

for some interested individuals. 

     April 2015 is going to be a great month to celebrate the Grange. I 
hope that each member is getting excited about how we can share our 
great organization with people in our community. 
     You might hold an open house or a reception for your community; 
invite friends and acquaintances to a breakfast, tea or dinner. Perhaps 
your Grange will carry out a special project or recognize outstanding 
achievement to commemorate Grange month. 
      Our organization is nearing 150 years of sharing American Val-
ues while never forgetting our Hometown Roots. This year would be 
a wonderful opportunity to begin looking forward to this historic 
milestone by reflecting on the ways our Order has been a positive 
impact in your community. 
      Across our nation, Grange hands are joined for education, social 
connection, business that benefits our members, legislative advocacy, 
and service to others. We believe each must learn and grow as indi-
viduals, become connected with others through the Grange in order 
to provide a true grassroots voice to aid our legislators and serve oth-
ers through cooperation and caring. 
      Note: There will not be a physical Grange Month mailing this 
year but material will be available for you to download. Please visit 
and log into the National Grange member site for downloads. 
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removed a generation or so 

from active agriculture have 

little concept of its importance 

to the success of the Nation or 

to their personal well being, 

having little vision beyond the 

shelves of the grocery store. 

Folks need to know and under-

stand this, and nothing short of 

our commitment to enthusiasti-

cally share it will get the job 

done. Sharing mundane doesnôt 

work. 

     Weôve got the history, phi-

losophy, and mechanism in 

place to do the job. The other 

Support Grange 

 

 

Youth 

necessary ingredients are ex-

citement and enthusiasm, and to 

think it can be done from our 

own backyards. 

http://www.nationalgrange.org/#
http://www.grange.org/


     Our Spring Youth Weekend 
will be/or was at State Grange 
Headquarters on April 10th-
12th (depending on our print 
date) in conjunction with Jr. 
Grange Weekend. A great time 
of learning, fellowship, and in-
spiration is planned (or was ex-
perienced by all.) We hope that 
many of you have signed up to 
compete in the prepared speech, 
impromptu speech, sign-a- 
song, and radio spot contests on 
Saturday, April 25th, in conjunc-
tion with the talent contest at 
11AM at State Grange Head-
quarters. The rules for these 
contests can be found on page 
50-52 of the National Grange 
2015 Program Guide online @ 
Nationalgrange.org; and then 
click on" Grange Youth", then 
"Youth Programs & Activi-
ties".  The age categories have 
been shifted, so they are now: 
Youth ages 13 1/2-21, Young 
Adults ages 22-35, and the 
Adult 36+ category.  
     Check the above website for 
plenty of information on 
Grange Youth Programs, con-
tests, applications and awards. 
The following is excerpted from 
the National Youth Program 
Guide by Charlene Shupp Es-
penshade, National Youth Di-
rector. 
    ñThere are several new pro-
grams for 2015. The first is PI2, 
or Participate, Invest, and In-
vite. This program is designed 
to encourage youth to become 
engaged in their Grange to im-
prove its impact in the commu-
nity, develop leadership skills 
and recruit Grange members. 
     The second is a partnership 
with the National Junior Horti-
cultural Association, or NJHA. 
The organization is opening a 
Grange division for its Horticul-
ture Plant Identification and 
Judging Contest. Grange youth 
can also earn several achieve-
ment awards based on contest 
submissions. 
     The third addition is the re-
vamping of the National Grange 
Horizon Leadership Programôs 
young couple program to an 
outstanding young adult pro-
gram.  Please review these new 
contests and consider your in-
volvement in them for 2015.  
Remember the Grange Youth 
Motto: ñIôd be Delighted!ò  The 
goal of each award is to help 
youth grow and understand how 
the youth department weaves 
into the other departments and 
programs of the Grange. These 
awards are to help you build a 
strong youth program that lets 
youth utilize their skills and tal-

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ оύ 

instant/text messages.  The 
world seems so much smaller 
now.  
     Do you have access to the 
internet?  Do you know that 
there are some areas of the 
country where residents do not 
have internet access nor do they 
have cell service?  Mostly these 
are remote rural areas. Howev-
er, our rural farmers in these 
areas and rural communities are 
entitled to the same service that 
those of us who live in urban/
city settings enjoy.  
     During the last few weeks, 
the Federal Communications 
Commission determined that 
the internet should be regulated 
the same as landline telephone 
service.  Is this a good idea?  I 
think in some ways, yes, and in 
some ways, no.  As I stated 
above, no matter where you live 
you should be able to have ac-
cess to this service.  However, 
if the government regulates it, 
what incentive is there for ser-
vice providers to invest the 
money to establish the service.  
     Incentives were put into 
place in the hopes that it would 
encourage internet service pro-
viders to set up the infrastruc-
ture in rural areas.  On paper it 
sounds good.  Now with the 
new regulations, I am not sure 
that they will be willing to do 
this if the service is going to be 
mandated as to what they 
should provide by the FCC.   
 

What do you think? 

     Can you smell it?  Spring is 
in the air.  We can finally begin 
to put the winter behind us. I 
hope your Grange is thinking 
about your spring and summer 
activities.  Be sure and include 
your legislative work in your 
activities.  
     Please mark your calendar.  
On April 18th, we will be host-
ing the first of the two regional 
legislative conferences.  The 
conference will be held at Clyde 
Grange in Wayne County.  The 
morning will start at 9:30 AM 
and should conclude around 
noon.  Invitations for speakers 
have been sent out.  At this 
writing, I have not heard back 
from them.  A letter will have 
been mailed out to your Grange 
with further information about 
the meeting.  Please plan to at-
tend this important meeting.  
The Legislators take time out of 
their busy schedule to attend 
this meeting.  Let us show them 
that we care about what they 
have to say and that we appreci-
ate their time to be with us.  
     The second conference will 
be in June.  Please watch this 
article for further information as 
we get closer to that day.  
     At the time of this writing, I 
have received only two resolu-
tions.  I hope that your Grange 
is thinking and working on writ-
ing a resolution to be submitted.  
To Pomona Secretaries, please 
do not wait until July or August 
to send them to me.  It helps 
during the busy summer months 
if I have them as you approve 
them in your Pomona.  Please 
be sure that if you have back-up 
information that you send it 
with your resolution(s).   
     I will be formulating my 
program for the next two year 
over the next few weeks.  If you 
have a suggestion, please let me 
know.  I am always open to 
your ideas.  
     If you need any help, please 
do not hesitate to contact me.  I 
am always glad to help where 
and when I can.  
  

In my opinioné.. 
 
     I am going to show my age.  
I remember when we didnôt 
have the internet.  We wrote 
letters to each other and put 
them in the mail.  We made tel-
ephone calls to each other.  
Maybe you sent a fax.  Now, we 
sit at the computer and have 
instant contact.  We send 
emails; use Skype or Face Time 
on our smart phones or send 

   Time marches on and grate-
fully the month of April has ar-
rived which means warmer, 
spring-like days.  We appreciate 
the longer daylight hours al-
ready.   
   Do you recall the year your 
Pomona Grange was organized?  
In a recent request to re-issue a 
copy of a Pomona Charter from 
1875 that unfortunately had 
been lost along the way over the 
years, it was a new record that I 
had not searched in my previous 
three years as State Secretary.  
2015 is a special year for the 
following Pomona Granges and 
would be a time for celebra-
tioné to think outside the box 
and highlight the event with 
some special activity during the 
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Roger Halbert 

Elaine Smith      Paula Turner 

Cindy Benson-Pollard 

year: 
Broome #2 and Chautauqua #3, 
140 years in September;  Cat-
taraugus # 27, 120 years in Oc-
tober and St Lawrence, 120 
years in December;  Wayne 
#34, 115 years in March;  Put-
nam-Westchester, 105 years in 
December;  Fulton # 52, 95 
years in December.  I challenge 
these Pomona Granges to cele-
brate this year and make a con-
certed effort to strengthen your 
role in the Grange movement in 
your areaéand a perfect time to 
invite a State Grange officer!  
Remember to involve the local 
media in your event! 
   April reminds us, particularly 
Subordinate (Community) 
Grange Secretaries, of the time-
liness of the March membership 
quarterly reports due in my of-
fice by April 15.  This particular 
one is important as it deter-
mines the number of delegates 
from your Pomona Grange at 
the State Session coming up in 
Auburn in October.  It is also 
significant as Granges who 
have not paid their March 2015 
quarterly report are not entitled 
to have members serve as a del-
egates to the Session and will 
be so noted on the form that 
goes to Pomona Secretaries in 
early May.  Please be prompt in 
getting that report in on time! 
   Since the last Empire State 
Granger, the 2015 Official Di-
rectory was sent to appropriate 
Grange leaders statewide.  
There is a limited quantity of 
extra copies if you would desire 
one when at the Headquarters, 
or you can send a check of $2 
along with your mailing ad-
dress, to my attention, and we 
will see that you receive one 
while the supply lasts. 
   I am currently in the process 
of compiling the Journal of Pro-
ceedings from 2014.  These 
usually go to all Subordinate 
Granges, along with key Pomo-
na and State leaders.  From time 
to time, we wonder how valua-
ble this document is to some 
Granges.  For the state office 
there is a complete set of Jour-
nals from our very beginning in 
the Headquarters safe and it is a 
valuable tool when questions 
are posed to us.  Please share 
with me your thoughts on the 
Journals going to all Subordi-
nate Granges.  There is a cost of 
over $700 just in the printing of 
the Journal, excluding mailing 
costs of them.  Another year, 
we may wish to look at this 
practice, pending thoughts from 
you Granges. 
   Grange Month is upon usé if 
your Grange has not planned 
some public event to recognize 
your presence in your commu-
nity, it is never too late to do so 
in May or June.  Best wishes in 
showcasing your Grange this 
spring! 



Subordinate Granges in the en-
tire USA- New York State is 
loud and proud of the service 
our Granges have  provided to 
our communities, we aim to 
please, we aim high and we aim 
for even more participation in 
2015 in the Community Service 
Report program.   Gratefully 
New York State Grange has  
received the  25% + participa-
tion award from National 
Grange for the past two consec-
utive years.  New York State 
Grange is extremely proud that 
our first place winners for the 
last two years have gone on to 
receive second place at National 
Grange (Butternut Valley and 
Stanford, respectively).   
 Maybe "(B)" is the correct an-
swer - Maybe May Day is a dis-
tress call.....let us remember our 
fellow brothers and sisters who 
are sick or in distress.   
Grangers are always ready to 
help a brother or sister of the 
order. As good and faithful 
servants we are always ready to 
lend a hand to those in need.  
Some of us can provide trans-
portation to those who can no 
longer drive, some of us can 
visit a shut in and bring a smile 
to their faces.  Many of us have 
numerous opportunities to "go 
shopping" - while we are mak-
ing purchases be mindful of 
those members, friends and 
families whose lives have been 
affected by cancer.  Please 
check serial numbers on your 
currency....  save those C-notes 
(C - for cancer).  C-notes will 
be collected at NYS Grange 
Serssion in Auburn and  will be 
donated toward cancer research 
and support services in the Au-
burn area.  Non-perishable food 
will also be collected at session 
and donated to a local Food 
Pantry. 
Maybe "(C)" is the correct an-
swer:  Maybe May Day is a re-
minder that the the fresh, new, 
green sprouts emerging each 
spring should serve as a lessen 
to us not to be afraid to stick 
our heads up and try fresh new 
community service activities in 
our hometowns.   President 
Coye recently attended a Mas-
ter's conference at Turkey Hill 
Grange in Belleville, IL.  Presi-
dent Coye  shared Turkey Hill 's 
"newsletter" /brochure with this 
department.  If you are search-
ing for some new ideas, or a 
fresh approach in Community 
Service, check out Turkey Hill's 
website 
www.tukeyhillgrange.org or 
call 585-356-9113 and request 
that a copy of this information 
be mailed to you.     
Maybe "(D)" is the correct an-
swer. - Maybe May Day is a 
reminder that we should "get it 
in gear" as we only have four 
more months until our Commu-
nity Service Reports  are due.  
September 1st, 2015 is a firm 
deadline to be eligible for judg-
ing; however, if your report is 
received a few days after Sep-
tember 1st your report can still 

tŀƎŜ о   9ƳǇƛǊŜ {ǘŀǘŜ DǊŀƴƎŜǊ                                                                         aŀǊŎƘκ!ǇǊƛƭ нлмр 

     Well spring is here and itôs 
time to get ready to join us for 
our events. The first one is Dart 
Ball and we will be playing on 
April 26th at 9:00. We need one 
more team this year to make up a 
four team format. We lost the 
youth who wonôt be joining us 
this year. So if anyone wants to 
put a team together and come 
please let me know by April 20th 
so I can have time to get a tro-
phy. 
     Bowling will be the first Sun-
day of June. I will be mailing out 
the forms by time this article 
comes out. Remember that we 
are having only one shift again 
this year. So letôs come and have 
some fun again and see old 
friends from years passed. 
     Carl is still working on a site 
for the Golf tournament and as 
soon as I know where itôs going 
to be I will let everyone know. 
Finding a golf course has been a 
problem this year for the central 
region as most are booked al-
ready. 
I will be meeting on the first 
weekend in May to set up the 
next 2 yrs programs with the oth-
er department heads. 

Kathy E. Miller 

¢ƘŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ {ǘŀǘŜ DǊŀƴƎŜǊ 
tǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ с ǝƳŜǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ 
¢ƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜ DǊŀƴƎŜ 

млл DǊŀƴƎŜ tƭŀŎŜ 
/ƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ b¸ молпр 

tƘƻƴŜ όслтύ-трс-трро  C!· όслтύ-трс-ттрт 
9-a!L[ b¸{Dw!bD9Ϫb¸{Dw!bD9ΦhwD 

 
¢ƘƛǊŘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǇƻǎǘŀƎŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŀǘ /ƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣό ІртύΦ  {ǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ wŀǘŜ ŀ ǇƻǊǝƻƴ 
ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ŘǳŜǎ ƛǎ ǇŀƛŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ {ǘŀǘŜ DǊŀƴƎŜǊΦ 
9ŘƛǘƻǊ .ǊǳŎŜ aΦ /ǊƻǳŎƘŜǊ 
9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΥ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ /ƘŀƛǊΣ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ /ƻȅŜΣ aŀǎǘŜǊΣ  
wƻƎŜǊ IŀƭōŜǊǘΣ DǊŀƴƎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ DŜǊŀƭŘ .ŀǘǎŦƻǊŘΣ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΣ .ǊǳŎŜ 
/ǊƻǳŎƘŜǊΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ !ƭƛŎŜ DǊƛƳǎƭŜȅΣ  wƻƭŀƴŘ {ƘŜŀ 
{ǊΦ 
tƻǎǘƳŀǎǘŜǊΥ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ млл DǊŀƴƎŜ tƭŀŎŜΣ /ƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ 
b¸ молпр 

Jerry Batsford 

Brenda Noble 

MAY DAY!!!   MAY DAY!!!!  
MAY DAY!!! 

 
Is the title of this article:   
A.   a  greeting? 
B.   a distress call? 
C.   an announcement of the rea-
wakening of grass, trees and 
flowers?  

D.   a reminder that Community 
Service Reports are due in 
four (4) months ...OR  

E. ALL OF THE ABOVE.  
  Let the debate of the correct 
answer begin.  Which answer 
hits home in your Grange com-
munity? 
 Maybe "(A)" is the correct an-
swer:  Maybe May Day is a 
greeting to say "Howdy Fellow 

ents to improve their Grange, 
community and country. 
     The National Grange Youth 
Department achievement awards, 
youth contests and other youth 
programs strive to recognize the 
accomplishments of our youth 
and young adults at the Subordi-
nate, Pomona, State and National 
levels. We would encourage you 
to look at the programs and see 
how you can utilize them within 
your Youth program. The Na-
tional Grange Youth Department 
remains committed to recogniz-
ing Youth achievements through 
its Youth recognition programsï
National Youth Officer Team, 
Horizon Leadership Award or 
Legislative Experience. The 
achievement award program pro-
vides Subordinate, Pomona and 
State Granges the opportunity to 
formally recognize the efforts of 
our youth.ò 
     The North East Youth Confer-
ence will be July 10-12, 2015 @ 
Camp Aldersgate in North 
Scituate, Rhode Island. (Not to 
be confused with our Grange 
Camp @ Camp Aldersgate in 
Greig, NY.) Price is approx. 
$100, so please plan now to help 
send your youth to this Confer-
ence. Grange youth look to grow 
and develop into the leaders of 
the Grange for today and tomor-
row. 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ нύ ¸ƻǳǘƘ be counted as a "report re-
ceived" on our report to Na-
tional Grange.    Please partici-
pate by submitting a report....if 
you have one fundraiser, if you 
sponsor or assist any other 
group,if you send Christmas 
Cards to shut-ins,  if you offer 
your hall for community use,   
if you have an open house, if 
you help send a kid to camp - 
these are all services your 
Grange provides to your com-
munity.   Please help  New 
York State Grange  keep up the 
wonderful precedent we have 
set and send a report.  Reports 
need not be a scrapbook, but 
can be just an outline or a letter 
- any type of summary.   Call 
585-356-9113 if you have any 
questions. 
Maybe "(E)" is the correct an-
swer.  Perhaps  "E" is the most 
desirable  answer.  The heart 
and sole of our Granges lies 
in our Community Service.    
It's a new spring of a new year, 
a reawakening, let's improve 
our  circulation and get our  
Grange Community Service 
pumping. 
Brothers and Sisters of NYS 
Grange - Happy MAY DAY!!!! 

     After such a seemingly long 
winter, we are all ready for 
Spring and better weather. So 
we hope many of you are excit-
ed to come to our Lecturers/
Family Activities Weekend on 
April 25th. Be sure to have your 
items in Cortland by April 20th, 
as judging happens on Thurs-
day. Please call your reserva-
tions by April 17th, so we can 
plan lunch and our craft activi-
ty.  
     I thank everyone who has 
been supportive and helpful 
with the Northeast exposition. 
We still need to send any home-
made items to sell at the build-
ing, which helps to keep the 

building going. Many people 
attending the Big E go looking 
for these items because they 
like them so much. They will 
take anything such as dish-
cloths, dishtowels, mittens, hats, 
scarves, baby sets, aprons, or 
whatever anyone is able to 
make. They should be sent to 
me by August 20th, so they can 
be sent to the Northeast Exposi-
tion on time. 



tive employees.  Unfortunately, 
as stand-alone legislation, E-
Verify is problematic for agri-
culture until Congress addresses 
agricultural worker needs and 
creates a new guestworker pro-
gram for the future.  The 
Grange will continue to advo-
cate for a strong and workable 
guestworker program to that is 
compatible with E-Verify for 
agriculture.  Meanwhile, the 
Government Accountability Of-
fice (GAO), reports about half 
the employers who use the H-
2A and H-2B visa programs 
rely upon third party agents ra-
ther than hiring directly.  GAO 
investigators have found evi-
dence of illegal fees, the prom-
ise of jobs that donôt exist, and 
failure to disclose employment 
information including wage lev-
els.   
Agriculture Export Promo-
tion 
The National Grange policy 
supports free and fair trade of 
agricultural products.  Grange 
cosigned a letter to Congress 
urging full funding for Foreign 
Market Development and Mar-
ket Access Programs for U.S. 
agricultural products on the 
Omnibus appropriations bill 
funding the Federal Govern-
ment for FY ó15.  Full funding 
was approved.  The Grange is 
currently supportive of Con-
gress restoring Trade Promotion 
Authority (TPA) to the Presi-
dent.  This legislation authoriz-
es the President to negotiate 
trade pacts such as the pending 
Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) 
then take it to Congress for ap-
proval.  Trade Promotion Au-
thority  has both bipartisan sup-
port and bipartisan opposition. 
Highway Trust Fund 
Grange members were part of 
the effort last fall to authorize 
short term funding for the de-
funct Highway Trust Fund 
which allowed the revitalization 
projects on Americaôs highways 
and bridges to continue.  Those 
monies run out in May and 
Congress is already arm wres-
tling about where to get future 
revenue to build and maintain 
the nationôs highways and 
bridges.  Gas and diesel taxes, 
which havenôt been increased 
since 1993, are the traditional 
source.  Additional potential 
sources being discussed are re-
patriating U.S. corporate taxes 
from abroad and increasing and 
redirecting certain U.S. Cus-
toms fees. 
COOL 
National Grange cosigned a let-
ter to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee opposing inclusion 
of any Country of Origin Label-
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Broadband / Net Neutrality 

National Grange wrote an op-ed 
calling for any new net neutrali-
ty regulations to find ways that 
increase both innovation and 
investment.  High-speed mobile 
applications and broadband ser-
vices are playing an increasing-
ly vital role in agriculture, tele-
business, telemedicine and 
teleeducation.   Yet rural Amer-
icans are among the most un-
derserved consumers of high-
speed Internet.  The Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC) has announced its intent 
to regulate broadband services 
using outdated 1934 landline 
rules.  The regulatory move pits 
150 current internet companies 
against startup company execu-
tives and dedicated Web activ-
ists.  While net neutrality 
sounds good at first blush, this 
latest proposal could actually 
slow rural high-speed broad-
band connectivity.   This move 
is likely to perpetuate litigation 
and may have to eventually be 
pitched to Congress for a work-
able long term solution.  The 
National Grange has long advo-
cated that facts and evidence 
should guide the governmentôs 
decision- making process on 
any matter.  We will stay close 
to the highly controversial net 
neutrality issue and strongly 
advocate for state-of-the ïart 
access for small towns, rural 
communities and other under-
served areas. 
Immigration 
The lack of definitive solutions 
to the nationôs immigration cri-
sis from Congress is frustrating 
for agricultural producers, small 
businesses, processors, law en-
forcement and local citizens.  A 
Texas judgeôs recent order de-
layed some of President 
Obamaôs executive actions on 
immigration.  For the time be-
ing, this court order will dis-
courage undocumented agricul-
tural workers from leaving agri-
culture to seek better paying 
jobs.   Employers also report 
evidence of an enforcement 
shift away from farms and busi-
nesses to the border.  Although 
the court order and enforcement 
shift may relieve fears of a la-
bor shortage for this growing 
season, serious concerns remain 
for agriculture.  The House Ju-
diciary Committee has ap-
proved H.R.1147, the Legal 
Workforce Act which would 
mandate employers to E-Verify 
the documentation of prospec-

ing ñfixò language in the Omni-
bus government funding pack-
age.  Cosigners urged Congress 
to wait for the WTO appeal rul-
ing.  No COOL language was 
included in the final appropria-
tions legislation.  Appearing at 
recent hearings on Capitol Hill, 
Agriculture Secretary Vilsack 
has repeatedly said, if the U.S. 
loses the appeal before the 
World Trade Organization 
(WTO), Congress must  rewrite 
the law; the Secretary  main-
tains he does not have the au-
thority to administratively make 
the changes WTO may demand. 
Dietary Guidelines 
First issued in 1977, Dietary 
Goals for the United States was 
intended to give Americans 
guidance on nutritious and 
healthy eating habits.  Dietary 
Guidelines, as it has since be-
come known, is reissued every 
five years and has become the 
benchmark document for public 
feeding programs (SNAP, WIC, 
school lunch, military, etc.).  
This year, the independent Die-
tary Guidelines advisory panel 
convened by USDA and HHS 
took a paradigm deviation from 
the traditional role of the panel 
in years past; they added the 
environmental sustainability of 
foods to their agenda and rec-
ommendations on human nutri-
tion.  Of course that drew a 
shock wave of reaction from 
agriculture, the food industry, 
policy wonks, scientists and 
politicians.  The final official 
Dietary Guidelines will be 
drafted by USDA and HHS.  
Secretary Vilsack has assured 
Congress he will be personally 
involved in writing the new die-
tary guidelines and will keep 
them narrowly focused on nutri-
tion. 
Health Insurance Tax 
National Grange cosigned a let-
ter of support to bipartisan 
sponsors of legislation to repeal 
the ñHITò tax.  This is a puni-
tive and hidden tax on small 
employers and the self-
employed in the Affordable 
Care Act in the form of higher 
premiums for private insurance 
coverage. 
Medicare Part D 
National Grange cosigned a let-
ter to Congress highlighting the 
success of the Medicare pre-
scription drug benefit (Medicare 
Part D) and urging their opposi-
tion to proposals that weaken 
the program for seniors and in-
dividuals with disabilities.  The 
Administration has proposed a 
mandatory Part D rebate which 
is essentially a tax that goes di-
rectly to the U.S. Treasury and 
would not be used for new drug 
development or to reduce pre-
scription costs to the patient.   
Ensuring Seniors Access to 
local Pharmacies Act 
National Grange cosigned a let-
ter supporting bipartisan H.R. 
793 introduced by Griffin (R-
VA) and Welch (D-VT).  The 
bill would expand access to sen-
iors in medically underserved 

communities by allowing any 
pharmacy willing to accept a 
planôs terms to participate as a 
preferred provider.   
Postal Service Cuts 
National Grange publicized an 
article by Postal Regulatory 
Commissioner Goldway high-
lighting service reductions and 
plant closings in small towns 
and rural areas.  Commissioner 
Goldway suggested that before 
proceeding with these reduc-
tions in service, the Postal Ser-
vice should offer well-
supported projections of the im-
pacts and solid estimates of fi-
nancial savings before embark-
ing on this new round of service 
cuts and closings. 
Rare and High Cost Drugs 
National Grange authored an op
-ed calling for an audit and in-
creased oversight of the 340B 
drug pricing program.  Con-
gress created the 340B program 
to help medically at-risk, vul-
nerable, low income patients 
gain access to expensive spe-
cialty medicines by requiring 
drug manufacturer to provide 
prescription discounts to these 
individuals.  Increasing num-
bers of hospitals and contract 
pharmacies are reportedly quali-
fying for discounted medica-
tions but may be selling them to 
regular patients at full price. 
Rural Veterinarians 
National Grange cosigned a 
statement of support for the bi-
partisan Veterinary Medicine 
Loan Repayment Program En-
hancement Act.  Even though 
graduating veterinarians may 
qualify to have their vet school 
loan forgiven by working in ru-
ral areas for at least three years, 
there is a 39 percent withhold-
ing tax levied on the loan.  This 
Act would exempt loan repay-
ments from withholding tax so 
underserved areas can actually 
get a veterinarian. 
Taxes 
National Grange supported 
House passage of H.R.636 to 
make permanent the $500,000 
same-year capital expenditures 
write-off for agriculture and 
small business.  Favorable Sen-
ate action is expected as well.  
National Grange will also co-
sign a letter supporting the in-
troduction of the Death Tax Re-
peal Act of 2015 in both the 
House and Senate when the co-
sponsors are ready. 
Farmers Market Growth 
Slows 
A new study by USDA finds 
that the rate of growth in the 
number of farmers markets has 
slowed dramatically in the last 
five years.  There seems to be 
evidence of market saturation.  
Shoppers in many parts of the 
country are able to choose from 
several farmers markets on any 
weekend.  On the other hand, 
the study found that sales at so-
called ñfood hubsò grew dra-
matically.  Hubs are independ-
ent direct-to-consumer groups 
and businesses that connect 
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Cheddar has organized several 
agriculture awareness programs 
through her local Grange in-
cluding a June Dairy Month 
coloring contest and past local 
Ag Day programs. 
This year's celebration theme 
selected by the Agriculture 
Council of America is 
"Agriculture: Sustaining Future 
Generations." 
      In addition to visiting with 
their congressmen and senators, 
Cheddar and Snyder participat-
ed in the Ag Day Mix and Min-
gle Luncheon at the capitol. The 
luncheon was emceed by agri-
cultural broadcaster Orion Sam-
uelson and featured the Out-
standing Young Farmer hon-
orees and members of Con-
gress. 
      "Even if you do not farm, 
agriculture is important," 
Snyder said. "He is a freshman 
at Penn State University, major-
ing in business and economics. 
He is a member of Valley 
Grange #1360. Food insecurity 
is a community service priority 
at his home Grange. They have 
organized food drives for local 
food banks. This past January, 
his Grange donated money for 
the Central Pennsylvania Food 
Bank's "Fill a Glass of Hope" 
milk drive. The funds were used 
to provide fresh milk to needy 
families. "I am always touched 
how something as simple as the 
gift of milk can have such a 
profound impact to those in 
need," Snyder said. 
      Cheddar and Snyder met 
with Rep. Joe Pitts (R-Pa. 16), 
Rep. Lou Barletta (R-Pa. 11) 
and senate staff for Sen. Bob 
Casey (D-Pa.) and Sen. Pat 
Toomey (R-PA). At the Mix 
and Mingle event, the ambassa-
dors visited with House Agri-
culture Committee chair Rep. 
K. Michael Conaway of Texas. 
National Ag Day was created to 
generate awareness to food and 
fiber production and the role 
agriculture plays in providing a 
safe, affordable food supply. 
      National Grange Legislative 
Director Burton Eller and Na-
tional Grange Youth Director 
Charlene Shupp Espenshade 
joined the ambassadors for their 
visits to Capitol Hill and Na-
tional Ag Day activities. 
      The National Grange's 
youth department encourages its 
youth and young adults to ex-
plore different aspects of agri-
culture. The William Saunders 
Agricultural Achievement 
Award program asks Grangers 
to explore and participate in an 
agricultural experience. This 
year, the National Grange 
formed a partnership with the 
National Junior Horticultural 
Association to raise awareness 
to the horticulture industry. The 
Apathy Not Allowed program is 
a grassroots advocacy program. 
More information about the 
Grange Youth program is avail-
able at 
www.nationalgrangeyouth.org. 
Information about National 

Grange legislative policy is 
available at 
www.nationalgrange.org. 
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Stephen C. Coye, Master 

100 Grange Place 

Cortland, NY 13045 

607-756-7553 

E-Mail Steve@nysGrange.org 

Roger Halbert, Secretary 

State Secretary 

83 Spring Street, PO Box 321 

Gilbertsville, NY 13776 

607-783-2691 

rhalbert1@stny.rr.com 

Sharon Croucher, Lecturer 

2514 County Road 25 

Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

315-462-3067 

E-mail croubr@fltg.net 

Cindy Benson Pollard 

Legislative Director 

401 Charles Avenue, Solvay, NY  
13209 

315-487-2430 

Cbenson 81@msn.com 

Virginia L. Conner, Chaplain 

918 Bartnick Road 

Genoa, NY 13071 

315-364-5516 

vlconner48@yahoo.com 

Brenda Noble, Family Activities 

7973 Telephone Road 

LeRoy, NY 14482 

585-768-6632 

Vinnie and Al Kirmss 

Leadership Membership 

1362 SR 143 

Coeymans Hollow, NY 12046 

518-756-8721 

avkirmss@aol.com 

Kathy Miller 

Community Involvement 

2600 Route 20A, Lot 1 

Varysburg NY 14167-9798 

(585) 356-9113 

kathyellenmiller@yahoo.com 

Elaine Smith, Paula Turner Co-
Youth Directors 

Elaine 

220 Oakley Road 

Stamford, NY 12167 

607-652-2180 

Elaine S Smith 
<esssmith63@gmail.com> 

Paula 

6730 Velie Road 

Savona, NY 14879 

607-776-9730 

xraypaula@yahoo.com 

Gerald Batsford, Sports 

1199 Church Street 

Cortland, NY 13045 

607-835-6127 

gablab1652@yahoo.com 

Carol Bailey, Historian 

3033 Middle Sodus Road 

Lyons, NY 14489 

315-946-4379 

Gail Chamberlain 

3627 Co. Rte. 21 

Whitehall, NY 12887 

518-499-1028 

gchamberlainhome@excite.com 

Gene Ormsby 

NYS  Fair 

Grange Building Superintendent 

4011 Duffy Hollow Road 

Wellsville, NY 14895 

585-593-6006 

genren55@earthlink.net  

A Message from State Fair 
Building Superintendent 
     We had some very good en-
tertainment in 2014, best one to 
us was German Dainncers  and 
Edelweiss Schplattlers from 
Utica NY. The kids did a really 
good job to keep the crowd en-
tertained and they loved it. 
They had people from the audi-
ence come on stage and dance 
with them. Good time was had 
by all. 
     This year we are able to pick 
our own entertainment for our 
stage. Itôs going to be a big job 
with me here in Florida but the 
phones and email are being 
used a lot. Lori has been a big 
help to me. NYS has cut our 
budget way down this year so 
we are asking for your help to 
find someone in your county to 
come and talk about what is go-
ing on in your area that the 
Grange might be able to help 
with, or maybe someone from 
Albany will do a talk for us, 
maybe someone from State 
Grange could help us.  
     If anyone would like to put a 
display up, and give it some 
bells and whistles, something 
that will draw and keep peo-
pleôs attention and take interest 
Grange, PLEASE contact us via 
email.        
     We want everyone to know 
that the Grange is alive and not 
just here but ALIVE!     

 THANK YOU IN 
ADVANCE 

Contact Gene Ormsby at gen-
ren55@earthlink.net or Lori 
Previty at llprevity@aol.com 

By Charlene M. Shupp Espen-
shade 
National Grange Youth Devel-
opment Director 
       WASHINGTON - The na-
tion's capital turned green for 
agriculture on March 18 for Na-
tional Ag Day. National Grange 
Youth Ambassadors Cassidy 
Cheddar of Elizabethtown, Pa. 
and Derek Snyder of Boiling 
Springs, Pa. joined more than 
100 college students to deliver 
a message for agriculture to 
their legislators. 
      "There is a growing divide 
between the farm and the con-
sumer. And, for most high 
school students, unless they are 
enrolled in a vocational agricul-
tural program, their exposure to 
farming practices is limited," 
said Cheddar. She is a senior 
studying agricultural education 
at Penn State with plans to 
teach after graduation. 
      Ag Day is another way to 
raise awareness to the value of 
agriculture. An Elizabethtown 
Area Grange #2076 member, 
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farmers with consumers and 
include direct sales to restau-
rants and feeding programs 
such as hospitals and school 
systems. 
Crop Insurance for Fruits 
and Vegetables 
In response to the 2014 Farm 
Bill, USDA is proposing 
changes to crop insurance that 
would expand crop insurance 
coverage to many fruits and 
vegetables.  The proposed rule 
would require the crop insur-
ance board to consider  1) un-
insured and underserved com-
modities, 2) inadequate cover-
age or low levels of participa-
tion under existing insurance, 
and 3) other relevant consider-
ations. 
McDonaldôs to Source Anti-
biotic-Free Chicken       
Within two years, McDonaldôs 
will only buy chicken raised 
without antibiotics that are im-
portant to human medicine.  
Chicken producers have al-
ready been working with the 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) to phase out the use of 
human medicine antibiotics for 
growth promotion purposes in 
chickens. 
Congress will be Home for 
Easter 
Former Speaker of the House 
of Representatives Tip OôNeil 
(D-MA) was fond of giving 
political advice.  One of his 
favorites quips was ñAll poli-
tics is localò.  Congress will be 
in recess the week of March 
30.  Thatôs a great time to catch 
up with your Representatives 
around events in their home 
district or in their district of-
fice. Want to raise Grangeôs 
profile?  Let them know they 
have Grangers back home. 
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WORD POWER 
Have you ever been hurt by 
words spoken to you?  Have you 
ever been comforted by words? 
There is power in words ï both 
bad and good.  Sticks and stones 
can break our bones but words 
can cut  to the core of our being.  
Look at Proverbs 26:22 ï ñwords 
of a talebearer  are as wounds 
and they go down into the inner-
most parts of the bellyò.  Ouch!  
That can cause all kinds of phys-
ical ailments. Proverbs 15:1 
says, ñGrievous words stir up 
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