
ϯ 

>jbof`^k¡S^irbp)¡Eljbqltk¡Ollqp 
hǳǊ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΗ 

¶ LƴƛǝŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏǝƻƴ 

¶ CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇπ

ƳŜƴǘ 

¶ !ŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ 

¶ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ /ƻƴǾŜȅƻǊ ƻŦ LǎǎǳŜǎ ǘƻ [ŜƎƛǎπ

ƭŀǘƻǊǎ 

 

Empire  

 State Granger  

The 
9ƳǇƛǊŜ {ǘŀǘŜ DǊŀƴƎŜǊ 

млл DǊŀƴƎŜ tƭŀŎŜ 

/ƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ b¸ молпр 

/ƘŀƴƎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ 

bƻƴ-tǊƻŬǘ hǊƎΦ 
¦Φ{Φ tƻǎǘŀƎŜ 
t!L5 
/ƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ b¸ 
tŜǊƳƛǘ Ірт 

 

{
ǘ
Ŝ
Ǉ
Ƙ
Ŝ
ƴ
 
/
Φ
 
/
ƻ
ȅ
Ŝ

 

  

CŀƳƛƭȅ !ŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΣ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇκ

aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ [ŜŎǘǳǊŜǊΣ [ŜƎƛǎƭŀπ

ǝǾŜ 

tƎΦ н 

/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ƻŦ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΣ DǊŀƴƎŜ 

¢ǊƛǇ 

tƎΦ о 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ tƎΦ п 

¸ƻǳǘƘΣ /ƘŀǇƭŀƛƴΣ {ǇƻǊǘǎΣ /ƻƳπ

Ƴǳƴƛǘȅ LƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

DǊŀƴƎŜ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 

tƎΦ р 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ tƎΦ с 

WǳƴƛƻǊ DǊŀƴƎŜΣ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ DǊŀƴƎŜ 

bŜǿǎΣ bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊǎΣ DŜǊŀƭŘ 

9ŀǎǘƳŀƴ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ 

tƎΦ т 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DǊŀƴƎŜ {ǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ 

{ƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ²ŀǘŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ 

tƎΦ у 

aŀǊŎƘκ!ǇǊƛƭ нлму 

Communication is Key 
     It would seem in this age of 
almost unlimited avenues of 
communication, along with the 
number of entities using such 
that the old phrase ñlack of com-
municationò would have faded 
away, but that is hardly the case. 
Some might argue that lack of 
communication is actually 
caused by communication over-
load, as it seems that we are 
bombarded by it everywhere we 
turn. Actually, we always have 
been bombarded, it is just the 
mediums that have changed, and 
move at a faster pace. A lot of us 
remember morning and evening 
newspapers, along with extra edi-
tions, the ubiquitous highway 
billboards, etc., but now all of 
that is at our fingertips, via the 
remote or internet. Electronic 
media has increased the speed 
and the availability of events as 
well as correspondence. Think 
what it must have been like dur-
ing the time of the founding of 
our Nation for example, when 
negotiations with England de-
pended messages transported on 
ships crossing the Atlantic at the 
mercy of the prevailing winds, 
taking months instead of 
minutes. 
     Historically the Grange had a 
major hand in the communica-

tion industry. The establishment 
of Rural Free Delivery in the 
late 19th Century was nothing 
short of revolutionary for the 
citizens of rural America, of 
which about 80% of the popula-
tion was at that time. It revolu-
tionized commerce and commu-
nication in general.  It is inter-
esting to me that while we were 
on the cutting edge then, many 
Grangers today would rather not 
get involved in the cutting edge 
of commerce and communica-
tion. This is definitely to our 
detriment, and allegorically puts 
us in the category of General 
Cornwallis waiting to hear bat-
tle reinforcement news from 
King George III while the rest 
of the world is whizzing by at 
the speed of light. 
     The New York State Grange 
uses print media, and will con-
tinue to do so for the foreseea-
ble future, as does the rest of the 
world. However, in this fast 
paced world, which is only go-
ing to move faster and faster as 
time goes on, electronic com-
munication is necessary, fol-
lowed by immediate action in 
some cases. Over the past few 
years we have attempted 
through various means to ex-
pand our email data base with 
limited success, with many of 
the ones that we do have not 
valid. We would like to be able 
to do ñemail blastsò from time 
to time in order to put legisla-
tive issues particularly in your 
hands that the State or National 
Grange wishes you to be aware 
of, or immediate action of some 
sort is needed. As local 
Grangers/Granges have created 
policy matters through the reso-
lution process, entrusting the 
State and National Granges to 
make it happen, it stands to rea-
son that we would like you to 
know our progress, and if a 
grass-roots effort is needed to 
assist in the effort. Our email 
lists are neither sold nor given 
to non-Grange entities. 
     I am sure that all would 
agree that making wise determi-
nations is not possible without 
sufficient information, so it goes 
without saying that when it 
comes to Grange life ample 
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     The New York contingent to the 2018 MidAtlantic Grange Lead-
ers Conference - Tessa Taft, National Youth Ambassador,  Linda 
and Lois Kesby, Betty Wakefield, and Barton Snedaker, New York 
State Grange Membership Leadership Director met with National 
Master, Betsy Huber in Westminster,  MD during the leaders confer-
ence March 16 - 18. 

     The Northeast Leaders and Lecturers Conference was not held this 
year.  As a result of that decision Grangers from New York State 
were invited to meet with the State Leaders from the Mid-Atlantic 
region.  Some of the members from New York did attend the confer-
ence.  Many may remember that New York was once part of this con-
ference.  The shift of states occurred and New York was included 
with the New England states.  New York has not officially been 
moved to this conference.  The conference for youth is still The 
Northeast Conference and will be held in July of 2018 in Maine.  

ñThe National Grange message to the White House is ñMr. President, 
do no harm to agriculture.ò Our looming trade war with China is seri-
ous and will be devastating to Americaôs farmers and ranchers. Com-
modity prices at the farm gate are already at levels far below profita-
bility. If current trade posturing does escalate to a full-fledged trade 
war with China, our country will slip from an agriculture recession 
today into an agriculture depression tomorrow. China has shown it is 
more than willing to target Americaôs food producers with retaliatory 
tariffs on our ag exports. 
ñChina appears ready to target Americaôs most valuable food and ag-
riculture exports with serious retaliatory tariffs. Soybeans, pork, ap-
ples, cherries, wine, grapes, oranges and pistachios appear to be at the 
top of Chinaôs retaliatory list. Chinese tariffs will close markets, dam 
up market channels, and cause commodity prices to fall even more. 
For example, if a 10 percent tariff were to be placed on soybeans, U.S. 
soybean exports would fall by a third, according to the U.S. Soybean 
Export Council. A 30 percent tariff would drop U.S. soybean exports 
to China by 71 percent. 
ñOther countries around the world are anxiously waiting to pick up 
Americaôs food and agriculture export markets from a U.S.-China 
trade war. These lost markets would be very difficult to regain later. 
We again ask the Administration to do no harm to agriculture.ò 
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Cindy Benson-Pollard 

Brenda Noble 

     We will soon have the Lec-
turers/Family Activities Confer-
ence on April 28th! Please make 
sure you call in your reservations 
by April 20th to Headquarters 
for the lunch on Saturday. Come 
enjoy the day with other 
Grangers and see the results of 
the judging for Family Activities 
& Lecturers. Our Lecturer will 
give a presentation, there will be 
the Lecturerôs talent contest, and 
the Youth Department will have 
Public Speaking.  
     The website is now up, but if 
anyone needs a new score sheet 
for the Coffee Cake Contest they 
will be available at the Confer-
ence or let me know and I will 
send you one. 
     Items for the Northeast Expo-
sition need to be sent to me by 
August 20th. They take any hand-
made items. If the items have 
catnip, they need to be in indi-
vidual plastic bags in order to 
preserve them. 

Legislative Article 
Is spring here yet?  It seems that 
winter wants to hang on.  Mother 
Nature just doesnôt want to turn 
the page to warmer weather.  I 
am hoping that by the time you 
read this, warmer weather and 
green grass will be the norm and 
not the exception.  Is your 
Grange legislative work the ex-
ception and not the norm?  I hope 
that you are all busy with your 
legislative work.   
Resolutions are starting to find 
their way in for the 2018 State 
Session?  Have you sent yours to 
me?  Please do not wait to get 
them in as soon as possible.  It 
helps me greatly if I can get them 
typed ahead of the September 1st 
deadline.   
Do you have an idea and need 
help with writing your resolu-
tion?  Here are a few helpful 
hints.  Be sure that you have 
backup information to justify 
your resolution.  Keep your reso-
lutions to 3 to 4 whereas sec-
tions.  When you write them, in-
clude the reasons why you are 
taking this position and a brief 
description of what you want us 
to do.  Finish with the resolved 
section that tells everyone exact-
ly what you want our position to 
be.  If you need help, please let 
me know.  I will be happy to help 
you in any way.   
Due to circumstances beyond my 
control, I am postponing the re-
gional Legislative conferences.  I 
am hoping that I will be able to 
reschedule them later in the year.  
Please watch this article for fur-
ther information.   
Again, if you need any help with 
your legislative work, please 
contact me.  I am always glad to 
help.   
 

Opinion Article 
One of my favorite TV shows is 
ñThe Incredible Doctor Pol.ò  
For those of you who may not 
have heard of it, the show fol-
lows a 75-year-old veterinarian 
from Michigan.  He always goes 
above and beyond to take care of 
the animals in his practice area.  
He is a large animal vet practice 
so he visits many dairy farms.   
A couple of months ago, I no-
ticed a posting on Twitter from 
Charles Pol, the son of Dr. Pol.  
He had started a ñGo Fund Meò 
page to help one of the dairy 
farms that was a client of his fa-
ther.  The farm was in severe fi-
nancial distress due to the low 
milk prices that are affecting all 
dairy farmers across the country. 
He had raised quite a bit of mon-

Mercantile is seeking donations 
of high-quality handcrafted 
items (quilted items, embroi-
dered items, hand-sewn aprons, 
doll clothes, handmade jewelry, 
baskets, etc.)! The items will be 
sold at National Grange to raise 
money for the Grange Founda-
tion. Any items donated will be 
collected at State Grange.  
 The National Grange has 
become a recognized partner in 
the mission of the Quilts 
of ValorÈ Foundation as an of-
ficial Under Our WingsÈ pro-
gram. This program allows 
Grange members to create quilts 
and present them to veterans in 
their communities or in the or-
ganization. All quilts awarded 
should be reported to the Na-
tional Lecturer so the infor-
mation can be made official 
with the Quilts of ValorÈ Foun-
dation. Labels are available 
through the National Lecturer to 
be sewn onto the quilt indicating 
the name of the recipient and 
Grange/member who made the 
quilt. 
 If you have any ques-
tions or would like any further 
information regarding the above 
programs, please contact me at 
585-813-8238, by email at le-
noble88@aol.com, or address 
24 Chappell Street Brockport, 
NY 14420. Please note that the 
contact information in the Pro-
gram Handbook was incorrect 
and I apologize for any incon-
venience this may have caused. 
 
 
 
 

     One of the best forms of 
teaching is asking questions of 
your students or audience.  It 
makes the learner connect what 
they are being asked to what they 
know, clarify their own thinking 
and articulate a response.  There-
by adding to their knowledge.  I 
did not develop all of the follow-
ing questions by myself.  The 
core of many of them came from 
our National Representative at 
State session a few years ago.  I 
had  forgotten about them con-
sciously, but they must have 
been buried in my memory be-
cause they are very similar to the 
thoughts I had been developing 
on my own .  I discovered that I 
had transcribed them to my tablet 
some time ago and found them 
when I began writing this article.  
I was encouraged in the develop-
ment of these questions by par-
ticipating in the monthly telecon-
ference with our National Mas-
ter, Betsy Huber, and Member-
ship Directors from other states.  
The questions are not rhetorical.  
They are for you to consider and 
answer, either by yourself or 
with members of your Grange.  
Some of the questions seem re-
dundant but fit into more than 
one area and give you another 
chance to clarify your own 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

ey to help the farm stay in busi-
ness but had not reach the 
$75,000 goal that he had set 
that he thought would see the 
farm through the summer 
months.   
I am sure that there are a num-
ber of farmers that wish they 
had a Charles Pol to help them 
raise the needed income they 
need that will help to see them 
through the crisis they are fac-
ing.  There are many farmers 
here in New York who are fac-
ing low milk prices and loss of 
markets.  Yet, the price of milk 
in the store does not go down. 
Hmmméé.. 
What can we do to help?  That 
is the $50,000 question.  There 
is no one answer that will 
work.  I wish I had the answers.  
There is no doubt that some-
thing needs to be done.  Each 
region of New York faces a 
different issue.  In western New 
York it is a loss of a market for 
their milk.  In central New 
York, it is the low prices.  Just 
a couple of examples.   
The Federal government is 
looking to make changes to the 
milk price insurance program 
but will the changes in the pro-
gram come in time.  As the new 
farm bill is crafted, we must be 
an active voice in letting our 
legislators know that they need 
to make the necessary changes 
to milk pricing structures and 
the milk price insurance pro-
gram to be sure to help our 
dairy farmers.   

[ŀǳǊŀ aŀƎǊǳƳ 

New York State Grange 
Lecturers/Family Activities 

Conference 
Saturday, April 28, 2018 

At NYS Grange Headquarters 
Tentative Schedule 

 
9:00 AM ï 9:30 AM 
Coffee and Donuts 
9:30 AM ï 9:45 AM 

Welcome 
Laura Magrum, State Lecturer 
Brenda Noble, FAC Director 
9:45 AM ï 10:30 AM 

Presentation by Laura Magrum 
NYS Lecturer 

10:30 AM ï 11:00 AM 
Family Activities and Lecturersô 

Program Updates 
11:00 AM ï 12:00 PM 
Talent/Youth Competitions 
12:00 PM ï 1:00 PM 

Lunch 
1:00 PM ï 3:00 PM 
Competition continues 

if needed 
 

Craft Project 
Program Q and A 
3:00 PM 
Wrap-Up  

 

Barton Snedaker 

     I am looking forward to the 
Lecturer/Family Activities Con-
ference on April 28th! EVERY-
ONE is invited and encouraged 
to spend a day with your fellow 
Grangers, and see the talent, 
public speaking, and sign-a-
song contests. Please call Head-
quarters by April 20th, if plan on 
having lunch on Saturday, April 
28th. Lunch will be $10, and 
will be collected at the door.  
     The National Grange Lectur-
er, Christine Hamp, has some 
exciting opportunities for mem-
bers with crafting talents: 
The pattern for the National 
Quilt Block Contest has been 
announced! Lecturers should 
have received the contest rules 
and entry forms in the mail. The 
pattern is Tender Heart. Please 
disburse this information to 
your quilters in your Grange, so 
that we can encourage more en-
tries. The entries will not be 
judged at the State level, as all 
Grangers are eligible to enter 
the National Quilt Block Con-
test.  
     The Grange Foundation 
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Support Junior Grange  

Arrangements by: Tours By Design, Inc. PO Box 29, Hinckley NY 3352 (315) 831-
3052 

NEW YORK STATE GRANGE  

THE NORTH SHORE  
Massachusetts  

May 29-June 1, 2018  
4 Days/3 Nights  

Tuesday, May 29  
7:30am Depart North Syracuse - Tops 3803 Brewerton Road, Airport 
     Plaza  
 8:30am  Depart Rome - Freedom Plaza Parking lot, 205 
     Erie Blvd.  
 10:45am  Depart Albany - Crossgate Commons, 

Washington Avenue Ext.  
break stop for lunch on own  

Travel to the north shore of Boston and check in to the Rockport Inn &  
Suites in scenic Rockport, Mass. for three nights. The hotel features  
an indoor pool with a hot-tub, tennis courts and fitness room.  
I  

Welcome aboard! this evening step aboard North Shore's most  
elegant and sleek vessel the Beauport Princess for a dinner cruise!  
Enjoy the spectacular maritime views of the City, Downtown, Wharves,  
Lighthouses, Hammond Castle, Rocky Neck, Eastern Point and Dog  
Bar Breakwater while enjoying a buffet dinner.  
Wednesday, May 30  
Deluxe continental breakfast included at hotel this morning.  
 9:00am  Your guide will meet you at the hotel for a full 
   day of touring.  
Travel to Salem and see highlights including the Old Burying Point  
Cemetery, the Witch Trials Memorial, Historic Chestnut Street, Salem  
Willows, and more. Learn about the glorious days of Maritime Trade  
as you view the Friendship docked at Central Wharf. Tour the Salem  
Witch Museum and learn about the dark days of the Salem Witch  
Trials. Tour the House of the Seven Gables complex, a collection of  
period buildings including the oldest surviving mansion in America built  
in 1668 and Nathaniel Hawthorne's 1804 birthplace. Lunch on own in  
Salem. This afternoon, follow the scenic gold coast route to  
Gloucester. This shore road takes you through quaint towns rich with  
history and past large estates that were once summer homes to the  
wealthy. Your guide will tell you about Singing Beach and the  
summer White House of William H. Taft. Make a photo stop at the  
famous Fisherman's Statue. See the memorial dedicated to the wives  
of the fishermen. Then travel to Rockport, designated by Walt Disney  
as one of the most picturesque towns in America, famous for its art  
colony located on Bearskin Neck.  
Continue back through East Gloucester and drive past Bass Rocks  
where the term "rock bound coast of New England" will come to life.  
Your guide will relate stories of the "dangerous" fishing industry of  
Gloucester that was brought to the public's attention in the Hollywood  
movie, Don your souvenir Lobster hat for a  
Lobster Bake Dinner "in the rough" included at The Gloucester  
House. Pre-select Lobster or BBQ Chicken. Return to hotel 7:30pm  
Thursday, May 31  
Deluxe continental breakfast included at the hotel  
 8:30am  Depart hotel with your guide for another full 
   day of touring. Travel to  
Lexington and stand on the Lexington Green and learn how the  
farmers rallied to meet the British, and where the first shots were fired.  
In Concord you'll stop at the North Bridge, see the Minute Man  
Statue and hear of the famous authors who lived and wrote in the area,  
such as Alcott, Emerson, Hawthorne and Thoreau as you pass by  
some of their homes. Lunch is included at Colonial Inn - pre-select 
 Chicken Pot Pie or Yankee Pot Roast  
This afternoon, take a guided tour at the Orchard House - Louisa May  
Alcott's home and where she wrote and set her beloved classic novel,  
Little Women. At the Concord Museum, see the famous "one, if by  
land, and two, if by sea" lantern.  
Return to the hotel late afternoon and say goodbye to your guide.  
Enjoy the rest of the evening to explore downtown Rockport and have  
dinner on your own.  
Friday, June 1  
Deluxe continental breakfast included at hotel.  
Begin the journey home with a stop at Saugus Iron Works National  
Historic Site. After touring this National Park Service site, a stop will  
be made at Yankee Candle and Museum for lunch on own and  
shopping time before returning home with your fond memories of the  
North Shore.  
All times subject to change. The itinerary may be altered if necessary for the comfort  
and safety of travelers. Tours By Design is not responsible for delays.  

COST PER PERSON: (with 35 or more passengers)  
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY $749.00  TRIPLE OCCUPANCY $729.00  
QUAD OCCUPANCY $714.00  SINGLE OCCUPANCY $889.00  
*Travel cancelation insurance is available and encouraged, please 
inquire!  

For reservations and information call Kathleen Hughes (315) 865-8334  
8972 East Floyd Road, Holland Patent NY 13354  
 

 

NEW YORK STATE GRANGE 
2018 

Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues Dates 
 
April 1-30  GRANGE MONTH ï Plan a special public 
   activity/event 
April 7   Junior Workshop/Retreat -- Headquarters 
April 15  Art/Photo Entries due at HDQ for Judging 
April 15  Talent Entry Report Sheets due to the  
   State Lecturer 
April 20  Woodworking, Quilting, & Needlework  
   due at HDQ for Judging 
April 21  NYS Grange Museum Full Board Meeting ï 
   10:00 a.m. Museum 
April 21  Regional Legislative Conference ï Steuben Co. 
-    place TBA 
April 27  Executive Committee Meeting, HDQ, 12:00  
   noon 
April 28  Lecturer/FAC Conference ï HDQ 
April 29  State Dart Ball Tournament ï HDQ 
May 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due 
May 17-19  NYS FFA Convention  ï Rochester 
May 19  NYS Grange Museum Cleanup Day, 10:00  
   a.m., Museum 
May 29- June 1 State Grange Motor Coach Tour ï Massachu 
   setts North Shore 
June 3   State Bowling Tournament ï Cortlanes Bowl
   ing Alley, Cortland 
June 15  Executive Committee Meeting, HDQ, 11:00  
   a.m. 
June 16  Regional Legislative Conference ï St. Law 
   rence Co. - place TBA  
June 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary (Include 
   Membership/Leadership Report) 
June 30  Junior Grange Membership & Dues Report  
   Due  
July 8   State Golf Tournament 
July 13-15  NE Youth Conference ï Maine 
July 15   Empire State Granger Copy Due 
July 21   NYS Grange Museum Full Board Meeting & 
   Picnic, Museum 
July 27   Executive Committee Meeting, HDQ, 10:00  
   a.m. 
August 7-9  Empire Farm Days, Seneca Falls 
August 22 ï Sept. 3 New York State Fair ï Syracuse 
September 1  Community Service Reports due to Director 
September 1  National JG Report due 
September 1  Grange Day at the NYS Fair 
September 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due 
September 15  Lecturerôs Reports due to State Lecturer 
September 21-23 Youth Weekend ï Colonel Harper 1508, Dela
   ware Co. 
September 21  Executive Committee ï HDQ ï 11:00 a.m. 
September 22  State Legislative Day ï HDQ 
September 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary 
October 19-23  State Grange Annual Session ï Holiday Inn, 
   Oneonta 
October 23  Executive Committee Meeting, Holiday Inn, 
   Oneonta 
November 3  NYS Grange Museum Annual Meeting, 10:00 
   a.m., Museum 
November 13-17 National Grange Session, Stowflake Resort,  
   Stowe, VT 
November 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due 
December 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary 
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IŀƭōŜǊǘΣ DǊŀƴƎŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ tƛƭŎΣ hǾŜǊǎŜŜǊΣ .ǊǳŎŜ /ǊƻǳŎƘŜǊΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 
/ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ !ƭƛŎŜ DǊƛƳǎƭŜȅΣ  {Ƙŀƴƴƻƴ wǳǎƻΦ 
tƻǎǘƳŀǎǘŜǊΥ CƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ млл DǊŀƴƎŜ tƭŀŎŜΣ /ƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΣ b¸ 
молпр 

Roger Halbert 

/ŀǊƻƭ .ŀƛƭŜȅ 

DID YOU KNOW ...  
     That the first jewelry for 
Grange was designed by one of 
Oliver H. Kelley's brothers?  
That brother was William H. 
The first officersô jewels were 
rustic squares that looked like 
twigs or split rails with a letter 
in the center representing the 
office. The Gothic motif was 
derived from a style popular-
ized by Andrew Jackson Down-
ing.  
     These were reproduced for 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

 
   Another opportunity to com-
municate with the fine folks of 
the New York State Grange 
family, and especially the Sec-
retaries of the organization.  
Recently a Subordinate 
(Community) Grange Secretary 
called me with the question:  
What are my duties as a Sec-
retary?  I sometimes am chal-
lenged by some who propose 
certain items of business that 
I should be doing and are 
noté or some duties that I 
think I should be handling 
and are questioned for doing 
so.  This caused me to pause a 
moment, giving advice about an 
office that I have never held in 
our Grange work.  Thatôs right!  
I have never served as a Subor-
dinate Secretary, but trust me, 
since 2011, as State Secretary, I 
have come to appreciate that 
role and all that it entails.  It 
was a reasonable question that 
was thrown my way:  What are 
the duties of a Grange Secre-
tary? 
   Let us start by saying the Sec-
retary is the key officer for all 
communications coming into 
the Grange and going out to 
various individuals, to and from 
Granges at all levels, and out-
side groups or agencies.  Secre-
taries are reminded to be 
prompt, efficient, courteous, 
brief and yet comprehensive.  
The work of the Secretary be-
comes the history of that 
Grange for years to come, so it 
is vitally important to reflect the 
business, the actions taken, the 
concerns shared, and equal 
mention of the good times and 
program thoughts that were a 
highlight of every meeting.  Of 
course, we all know that I have 
just summed up in in laymanôs 
terms the charge that is impart-
ed in the installation of the Sec-
retary, ceremonious language, 
true, but it provides the frame-
work upon which specifics can 
instruct the Secretary on the 
real nuts and bolts of the job at 
hand. 
      To assist the original ques-
tioner and all those who are 
reading thus far, let me share 
some specifics that come to my 
mind in response to the Subor-
dinate Secretaryôs duties: 

¶ Prior to the meeting, it is 
helpful to be organized, that is 
to have all communications to-
gether and to have all bills 

ready for the Treasurer.  These 
items can be written in the ap-
propriate sections of the minute 
book to save valuable time dur-
ing the meeting. 

¶ During the meeting, as 
we alluded to earlier, capture 
the essence of all the business.  
While referencing the full dis-
cussions as unnecessary, the 
final motion/action determined 
by the Grange is important in 
the minutes.  Always remember 
to include the maker of the mo-
tion and the seconderé with 
first and last names.  Too often 
a Secretary will note down only 
the first name, and while that is 
generally okay for present refer-
encing, in years to come, with-
out a last name, history is lost, 
particularly if it involves a sig-
nificant action.  It is important 
to note down the attendance at 
every meeting as a legal quor-
um is needed (minimum of 7 
members) if there are concerns 
with an action taken, that the 
decision is binding with 7 or 
more members present. 

¶ The quarterly report to 
State Grange is due around 
April 1, July 1, October 1, and 
January 1.  Any time within a 
month either way of this date is 
a good rule of thumb.  The re-
port is extremely important as it 
maintains a Grangeôs good 
standing with State Grange, but 
equally important, it contains 
the names of deceased members 
during that quarter and the 
names of new members taken 
in, so that they can be added to 
the mailing roster of communi-
cations (the Empire State 
Grange, being one) to new 
members soon.  Likewise, this 
includes the annual permission 
sent to the Subordinate for State 
Grange to report to IRS on the 
Grangeôs behalf and the annual 
Officersô List, that is returned 
so that the State Directory is as 
complete and accurate as possi-
ble.  If the names of new lead-
ers are not sent in to Cortland, 
that Grange leader is missed 
when communications are sent.  
Have the reports to the Pomona 
and State Granges been duly 
and promptly made?    This is a 
question the Master asks the 
Secretary during the Order of 
Business and it refers specifi-
cally to this duty, quarterly re-
ports and other requests for re-
sponse to State Grange and any 
reporting that is used by a Po-
mona Grange that reflects activ-
ity of the Grange.  If these re-
ports are not processed with Po-
mona and State Granges, the 
Secretary really cannot honestly 
state ñYes, Worthy Master.ò 

¶ Continuing on commu-
nications, too often such letters 
from State Grange are handled 
by the Secretary with ñThe 
communication is here on the 
Secretaryôs desk if you care to 
look it over.ò  Not a good idea 
as we know that seldom does 
one take up the opportunity to 
read the communication after 

the meeting.  If not wanting to 
read the entire communication, 
the Secretary should highlight 
certain areas or be able to sum 
up the gist of the communica-
tion so the reason for it is given 
to the members.  

¶ Annual dues notices are 
to be sent to each member of 
record around December 1, no-
tifying the member of the 
amount of dues that are owed 
for the ensuing year.  This is a 
requirement in the National 
Grange Digest.  Some Granges 
wait to closer to January 1, but 
the important message here is 
that it is done annually.  Too 
often, we have inquiries to 
State Grange asking if we know 
how much dues they owe as 
they havenôt received any such 
notice from the local Secretary.  
Unfortunately, State Grange 
has no knowledge of a mem-
berôs current standing, that is 
known only by the local Secre-
tary.  This is a good time to 
point out, that when a Grange is 
current with their dues to State 
Grange, a Subordinate Grange 
pays $7 quarterly or $28 on 
every member (with the excep-
tion of those who reached 
50years of membership by Jan-
uary 1, 2001).  A Secretary 
should from time to time, dis-
cuss with the Master, those 
members who dues are delin-
quent (period of delinquency is 
arbitrary but surely late dues of 
more than a year is a burden for 
a Grange).  The Master and 
Secretary can decide when such 
concerns should be knowledge 
of the entire membership with 
the understanding that a Secre-
tary CANNOT just remove a 
memberôs name from the roster 
when dues are an issue.  Sus-
pension can only be legally rec-
orded, having given the mem-
ber at least two notices and the 
vote of a Grange is necessary to 
suspend a member for nonpay-
ment of dues. 

¶ At least annually, the 
Secretary should review the 
joining dates of members to 
ascertain when members are 
entitled to recognition.  Appro-
priate forms are available for 
requests for 25, 40, 50, 55, 60, 
65, 70 and 75 years of member-
ship.  Such requests should not 
be made more than two months 
prior to the earned date, but if 
done annually, a member will 
be duly recognized during the 
year such is earned.  Members 
deserve such recognition and it 
is the Secretary that processes 
the request with the State Sec-

retary. 

¶ It is a good idea for the 
Secretary to request that 
Grangeôs membership roster to 
check the list that State Grange 
has against what you believe are 
your current members.  This 
helps to keep the mailing list 
current and to reconcile any dif-
ferences that the local Grange 
might show and what is current-
ly on State Grangeôs record.  
Call Mary Liddington at Head-
quarters 607-756-7553 to re-
quest a roster and she will be 
happy to provide one either 
electronically or hard copy by 
land mail. 
   Forgive me for a longer article 
than usual but the duties of the 
Secretary are quite encompass-
ing.  I hope this helps Subordi-
nate Secretaries to better under-
stand the office.  And there will 
most likely be something that I 
have forgotten to include in this 
list, but I believe these items are 
crucial in getting a Subordinate 
Secretary on the right track for 
the most part. 
   As always, I look forward to 
hearing from you and please 
donôt hesitate to call with a 
question.  Happy Spring and 
best wishes for opportunities to 
share ñThe Grange Wayò with 
those around you. 


