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Stephen C. Coye

RESOLUTIONS FOR THE
NEW YEAR
It is most likely accurate to
assume at this point that a lot of
New Year’s resolutions have
gone by the wayside, as they had
a lot more to do with the calendar than the personal commitment of the maker. It is not at all
inappropriate for Granges to consider a corporate resolution or
resolutions that certain goals will
be reached, a particular program
executed, a specific number of
people asked to join, whatever it
might be that is relevant to your
situation. It might even be well
to solemnize it by joining hands
around the Altar and affirming
our commitment to the chosen
course of action. A ceremony
such as this can demonstrate two
things, the first being that we are
all in this together, and secondly
that we are all accountable to
each other for the success of the
venture. Probably one of the biggest reasons that most New
Year’s resolutions end up broken
is that they are not voiced to anyone else, therefore no one exists
for encouragement and/or accountability.
One of the most important
commonalities we have as
Grangers is that we all obliged
ourselves to the same pledge.
While the wording has been
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changed from time to time, the
purpose and spirit of it has not.
The heart of it is one phrase –
that we will endeavor to be true
and faithful, perform the duties
asked of us, and help others to
do the same. Simple, but powerful. It would do all of us well
to ponder the obligations we
took, and decide if perhaps
there some areas that we could
share our time and talents. It
would appear that the Granges
that are doing things, be they
large or small in numbers, consist of a core group of members
that take their obligations seriously and thus place the organization and their accountability
to it in a priority position. This
is not to say that the Grange is
more important than everything
else, but it is important enough
to be higher on the priorities
list than it appears to be in
many situations. Dedication
and accountability to the
Grange has enabled this organization to do great things for
America, and even greater
things in the lives it has
touched, and future successes
rest on the same principle.
As mentioned in the first
paragraph, your corporate resolutions need to reflect what you
wish to accomplish as a local
Grange. That said, we would
like you to consider a couple
which we believe will go a long
ways to strengthen your local
Grange. The first, take some
time periodically throughout
the year to study the Degree
Work. While it is no modern
language, it is beautifully constructed, and the deeper meanings can be explored, discussed, appreciated, and understood far better than just hearing it in a Degree setting. When
we understand the parts, the
total work makes a lot more
sense, and there will be a discovery that it still speaks to us
with things we need to hear and
apply. The second is a commitment to increase membership.
These gains do not have to be
extraordinary. A net gain of
less than five per Grange would
put the State Grange into the
plus column, and more important, provide your Grange
with new ideas, energy, and
enthusiasm. It is hard work, no
doubt about it, but the rewards
are worth it.
We wish you all success in
2019, and reiterate that we
stand ready to assist our local
Granges in any way we can.
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Donald (Don) A. Drake, 81, of Roseboom, NY, passed away peacefully on
January 23, 2019 at the Center in Cooperstown with his beloved wife Susan (Sue)
by his side. Don was born on March 2,
1937 in Cooperstown, the son of Clifford
S. Drake and Laura Laymon Drake.
Don married Susan High on August
13, 1960. They have three sons: John
(Lisa), Thomas (Laurie) and Michael
(Beth) and five grandchildren: Jason
(Jessica), Adam, Emma, Miles and Elliot.
Don was very involved with Grange throughout his life. He was a
member of Pierstown Grange #793, Otsego County Pomona Grange.
New York State Grange, and National Grange. Don held many offices in Grange including Pierstown Grange Master; Otsego County Pomona Grange Master and Treasurer; New York State Grange Youth
Director, and Executive Committee member & Chairman. In addition, Don and Sue were named National Grange Young Couple of the
Year in 1971. Don felt that Grange friendships and activities were
some of his best memories.
Don was President of the Glimmerglass Opera Guild and on the
Board of Directors for many years. He and Sue enjoyed ushering,
hosting opera staff and assisting with meal functions. Don was also
active in the Roseboom Methodist Church, Otsego County Cornell
Cooperative Extension and the Otsego County Fair Board.
Donations may be made to the Cherry Valley-Springfield Endowment Fund, PO Box 33, Cherry Valley, NY 13320 or to Pierstown
Grange #793, Karen Dunlap, 303 County Highway 27, Richfield, NY
13439.

The Pioneer
Central School
FFA Chapter
received NYS
FFA Chapter of
the Year honors
for the second
consecutive year
at the 187th Annual Meeting &
Forum of the
NYS Agricultural Society January 9 in Syracuse, NY. The
award recognizes the impact that FFA has on leadership development, personal
growth and career success. Bottom row, L to R: Stephen Coye – NYS
Grange (Sponsor), Commissioner Richard Ball – NYS Department of
Agriculture & Markets, KristiAnn Frank, Stephanie Fyock, Danielle
Herrick, Taylor Rollins, Anna Bica, Elizabeth Claypoole – NYS Ag
Society President. Top row, L to R: Peyton Fontaine, Dylan Owens,
Cameron Murphy, Mitchell Ling, Ethan Billman, Patrick Coombe.
Pioneer Central School FFA, Yorkshire, NY: With approximately
100 active members, Pioneer FFA is active in local, state and national
events. Pioneer is one of the largest geographical school districts in
NYS covering approximately 250 square miles in parts of Erie, Wyoming, Cattaraugus and Allegany counties.
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Cindy Benson-Pollard
The holidays are behind us
and winter is in full swing. I
hope that you are all keeping
warm and ahead of the snow
shoveling. At the time I am
writing this, we are waiting for a
snow storm to hit us this weekend. It is a good time for a cup
of hot cocoa, a warm fussy blanket and some binge watching of
your favorite TV show. It
would also be a good time to
spend some time reviewing the
legislative handbook.
By this time, you should
have received your legislative
handbook. I hope that you have
had time to review it. Please
look at the sections that are in
italics/bold print. These are the
resolutions that were passed at
last year’s State Session and
adopted at National Grange as
part of their policy. I hope that
the handbook will be shared
with your Grange. You are also
able to review our current handbook on our State Grange website.
I hope that you are on our
email blast list for legislative
issues. This year, it will be important to act quickly on issues.
It has been some time since we
have seen both legislative
branches and the executive
branch in control by the same
political party. Things will happen fast. If you have not sent in
your email address and would
like to be part of this Grange
legislative grass roots initiative,
please get it in to Headquarters
as soon as possible.
I have started receiving resolutions for consideration at the
2019 State Grange session.
These resolutions are important
to help determine our policy for
the coming year. If you need
help, please be sure and ask. I
will be glad to help in any way I
can.
Remember, spring is only a
few weeks away!!
Opinion article
This week, the Governor presented his State of the State address. I read some of it and I
found it interesting. I thought I
would share some of the highlights with you and my thoughts
on them. I am sure that I will
not agree with everyone. I hope
that it may spark some discussions in your Granges.
Legislation has currently been
passed to make reforms to the
election process. This includes
a standardized voting time for
primaries and voting starting

times. This packet also includes allowing 16-17-year-old
teens to preregister to vote.
This legislation has passed and
is on his desk. By the time you
read this article, he will have
signed it.
The “Green New Deal” will
require all of New York to become a clean state by 2040.
This includes the banning of
plastic shopping bags and investing in renewable power
sources, such as wind and solar
power. It will be interesting to
see how the banning of the
shopping bags is presented as
most grocery chains are not in
favor of it. I guess what happens if you forget your shopping bags, do you have to pay
for more bags or are we going
to cut down more trees for paper bags? Interesting conundrum to think about.
Although not included in
the State of the State address,
his budget presentation included a ban on all after market
stretch limousines. This results
from the accident that occurred
in Schoharie county at the end
of last year. The question that
comes to mind, should all limousine companies be punished
for the unscrupulous practices
of one.
I am sure that your local
news media outlets have shared
this information with you. Just
some thoughts to get the discussions started.

Laura Magrum
Happy New Year! What
was your New Year’s resolution this year? As the saying
goes, “New Year, New You,”
right? So the New You can enter the Talent Contest, Photo
Contest, and/or Art Contest!
That’s right on Saturday, April
27, 2019 the Lecturer’s and
Family Activities Department
will be holding the annual
Conference Day at Headquarters in Cortland. It will be a
day full of fun and fellowship.
We will have the Talent Contestants mixed with the Public
Speaking and Sign-a-Song
Contests, in addition to the display of Photos and Art. Come
one, come all, even invite your
friends who may not be Grange
members yet.
I hope you all are keeping
warm this winter while planning great things for your
Grange. While we are on the
subject of New Year’s Resolutions, have you reached out to
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your local FFA or 4H? They are
taught great skills that are useful for building your Grange,
but they will eventually age out
of those organizations. You
never know the power of just
simply extending the invitation
to your next Grange meeting or
event until you do it.
From the National Lecturer
Chris Hamp, we will continue
the Quilt Block Contest, Evening of Excellence, and Photography Contest. The 2019 Quilt
Block pattern is Pride of
Quillisascut. The pattern will be
available at the Conference Day
in April or you can contact me
to send you one. All entries will
be sent to Chris Hamp by October 31, 2019, and you can give
these to me at State Grange in
October. A winner from New
York’s Photography Contest
will be sent for entry into the
Photography Contest. The Talent Contest winner for New
York will have the opportunity
to enter into the Evening of Excellence at National Grange
Convention in November. Also,
another great way to get involved in your community is to
be a partner with the National
Weather Service. There are four
opportunities to get involved
and help build a weather-ready
nation! Ask me how you can
get involved today! Are you
already a citizen scientist for
the National Weather Service?
Let us know what your experience has been.
In July, come join Grangers
from across the country for
Grange Revival in Ozark, Arkansas. The event will take
place July 23-28, 2019 and registration is open now. Get ready
for the biggest camping trip
with fun and fellowship of
Grangers. Everyone is invited,
even non-members. You can
find the registration online at
www.grangerevival.rocks. We
hope to see YOU there!
See you on April 27th at
Headquarters, but remember to
send your items for the Art and
Photo Contests to Headquarters
by April 15, 2019. The Talent
entry forms will need to be
mailed to my home address by
April 15, 2019. Any questions,
please don’t hesitate to contact
me.

Virginia L. Conner
SCRIPTURE IN RITUAL
As the years of my Grange
membership increase, I have
noticed how much the Founders
of our Order included scripture
verses from God’s Word in our
ritual. There are either verses
or snip-its of verses in the

Grange officer charges of the
various ceremonies of our Order.
Especially in the Degrees, you
can find scripture included. For
example, the Chaplain’s charge
in the Sixth Degree talks about
darkness and light which follows
closely verses one and two in
Psalm 139.
Over the years as I have memorized or read different officer
charges in the installation ceremony or any of the Degrees, I’ll
think that it will sound like
scripture from God’s Word. So I
pick up the concordance and use
it to locate the verse in the Bible
and sure enough there it is!
So I’ve deducted that our Founders of the Order must have had a
solid knowledge of the Bible in
order to have included so many
verses in our ritual.
My challenge to you during
these cold, snowy northeast winter days is to ask permission to
borrow a manual from your
Grange and look for scripture
verses. Make a list of what you
find. Hint to Lecturers: it might
be an interesting program.
Please keep the following
who have passed recently in
your prayers: Robert Mullen,
Genesee Co. and Bill Elkins,
Schuyler Co.. Both were active
in State Grange.

Roger Halbert
While it took a while into the
season before winter was seen
and felt, we can now say it is officially here, writing this article a
day after 12” + of “new white
stuff” and temperatures nearing
15 degrees below zero! This
weather suggests “inside” activities, a chance to check our “to do”
lists and a time next to the fireplace or woodstove to contemplate planning for future Grange
events when the weather will be
inviting us to venture out.
Since the last writing for ESG,
the 2019 Pomona password has
been sent to Pomona Secretaries,
also the 2019 Subordinate password is returned to Subordinate
Secretaries with the March quarterly report forms… that means
that the 2018 December quarterly
report must be received at the
State Secretary’s office for the
2019 password to be given to that
Grange. Again, to the Secretaries
of both Pomona and Subordinate
Granges, the annual EIN reporting form to give State Grange permission to report to IRS on your
(Continued on page 4)

Page 3 Empire State Granger
NEW YORK STATE GRANGE
2019
Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues Dates
January 1
Junior Grange Annual Dues Report due.
January 10
NYS Agricultural Society Meeting – Syracuse
January 11
Empire State CAO Meeting – Syracuse
January 15
Empire State Granger Copy Due
January 18-20
Youth Winter Weekend, Ravena Grange 1457,
Albany Co.
January 19
NYS Grange Museum Executive Comm. Meet
ing, 10:00 a.m. Museum
January 25
Executive Committee Meeting, HDQ, 11:00
a.m.
January 31 – Feb. 2 Western NY Farm Show – Erie Co. Fair
grounds
February 5
CAO Lobby Day, State Capitol, Albany
February 21-23
Central NY Farm Show – State Fair Grounds
March 15
Empire State Granger Copy Due
March 15
Executive Committee – HDQ – 11:00 a.m.
March 29 - 30
Northeast Leaders Conference
March 30
Subordinate Dues to State Secretary
April 1-30
GRANGE MONTH – Plan a special public
activity/event
April 15
Art/Photo Entries due at HDQ for Judging
April 15
Talent Entry Report Sheets due to the State
Lecturer
April 20
Woodworking, Quilting, & Needlework due at
HDQ for Judging
April 13
NYS Grange Museum Full Board Meeting –
10:00 a.m. Museum
April 26
Executive Committee Meeting, HDQ, 12:00
April 26-28
Spring Youth Weekend - Cortland
April 27
Lecturer/FAC Conference – HDQ
April 27
Regional Legislative Conference – Genesee
Co. - place TBA
April 28
State Dart Ball Tournament – HDQ
May 2-4
NYS FFA Convention – Syracuse
May 15
Empire State Granger Copy Due
May 18
NYS Grange Museum Cleanup Day, 10:00
a.m., Museum
May 28-31
State Grange Motor Coach Tour – Massachu
setts South Shore
June 2
State Bowling Tournament – Cortlanes Bowl
ing Alley, Cortland
June 14
Executive Committee Meeting, Watertown,
11:00 a.m.
June 15
Regional Legislative Conference – Albany Co.
- place TBA
June 30
Subordinate Dues to State Secretary (Include
Membership/Leadership Report)
June 30
Junior Grange Membership & Dues Report
Due
July 8
State Golf Tournament – place TBA
July 12-14
NE Youth Conference – Connecticut – Tenta
tive date
July 15
Empire State Granger Copy Due
July 20
NYS Grange Museum Full Board Meeting &
Picnic, Museum
July 26
Executive Committee Meeting, HDQ, 10:00
a.m.
August 6-8
Empire Farm Days, Seneca Falls
August 21 – Sept. 2 New York State Fair – Syracuse
August 31
Grange Day at the NYS Fair
September 1
Community Service Reports due to Director
September 1
National JG Report due
September 15
Empire State Granger Copy Due
September 15
Lecturer’s Reports due to State Lecturer
September 27
Executive Committee – HDQ – 11:00 a.m.
September 27-29
Fall Youth Weekend – North Cameron Grange
355 – Steuben County
September 28
State Legislative Day – HDQ
September 30
Subordinate Dues to State Secretary
October 18-22
State Grange Annual Session – Hilton Garden
Inn, Watertown
October 20
Museum Dinner at State Session
October 22
Executive Committee Meeting, Hilton Garden
Inn, Watertown
October 22
NYS Grange Foundation Annual Meeting, Hil
ton Garden Inn, Watertown
November 2
NYS Grange Museum Annual Meeting, 10:00
a.m., Museum
November 12-16
National Grange Session, Doubletree, Bloom
ington/Minneapolis, MN
November 15
Empire State Granger Copy Due
December 30
Subordinate Dues to State Secretary
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Sherri Taft
Paula Turner Elaine Smith

“We do the same projects
every year and they work for
us, but how can we add a project without taking away from
what we already do?”
There are ways to include
other projects into the projects
that you are currently doing. If
you are having an event at your
Grange Hall, perhaps have the
public bring items for different
charities. Items could include
warms socks for local shelters
or family crisis centers, goodie
bags for the needy on the streets
(granola bars, water and basic
toiletries are good for this project), items for a local Humane
Society, new and gently used
stuffed animals for organizations such as Loving Hugs Inc.
and Stuffed Animals for Emergencies. These are just a few
ways to increase your community service projects without
adding much more work for
your members. This is also a
great way to involve the public
with helping those less fortunate in your community. By
collecting these items at an
event you are already hosting, it
allows the public to participate
in your community service project while enjoying the event at
your Grange. Incorporating a
smaller project into a bigger
project allows the Grange to
double their efforts of helping
the local community.
Remember to work on your
scrapbook all throughout the
year to save the stress of finishing it and submitting it at the
last minute. Take a few
minutes after each community
service project to add to the
scrapbook, thus making life
easier in August.

Support
Grange Youth

We would like to announce
that Katie Fallon, of Stanford
Grange, Dutchess Co. is now a
member of our NYS Grange
Youth Committee. Katie was on
our committee in 2018 as the
Young Adult Ambassador, but
that term ended in November, so
we welcome her back. At National Grange, Charlene ShuppEspenshade retired as the National Grange Youth Director, and
during the National Grange
Youth Opening, she was presented with a plaque for her 10 ½
years of service. The new National Grange Youth Director is
Mandy Bostwick from Kansas.
Katie, as the 2019 Outstanding
Young Patron for National
Grange, will be working closely
with Mandy, and assures us that
she can help us too.
The planned Winter Youth
Leadership Weekend at Ravena
Grange on Jan. 18-20th was postponed until Feb 22-24th due to
the snow storm. We would like
to thank Ravena Grange for planning the weekend that we hope to
be telling you about in the next
Empire State Granger.
We hope to see many people
come to State Grange Headquarters in Cortland April 27th for the
Speech, Sign-A-Song, Radio
Spots, and the Lecturer’s Talent
Contests at the Lecturer/ Family
Activities Conference. Those
planning to enter the Speech and
Sign-A-Song contests should
contact Paula
(xraypaula@yahoo.com), or
Elaine (esssmith63@gmail.com)
by April 1st. The age categories
are: Youth 13 ½ -21; Young
Adult 22-35; and Adult 36+. The
age of the contestant as of January 1, 2019 determines the age
group. Start preparing now for
this eventful day! The rules and
guide for speech and sign-a-song
are on page 57-59 of the National
Grange Youth Program Book that
can be found at nationalgrange.org under youth.
The Spring Youth Leadership
Conference will be held in
Cortland in conjunction with the
Contest Day and the Dartball
Tournament, April 26th – 28th.
Please check your e-mail or NYS
Grange Youth on Facebook later
for more information on the
Spring Weekend. Information on
the Northeast Youth Conference
in Connecticut in July is not
available yet, but we should have
it at Contest Day. Contact Paula
to be added to the e-mail list or
check with someone in your
Grange who has access to e-mail
and/or Facebook.
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behalf was also sent out the last
week of December. The form is
to be returned to the State Secretary promptly. Lastly, the State
Grange office sent out the information regarding bonding insurance for 2019… this has a specific deadline for this insurance
for the calendar year 2019, so
Granges should have acted on
this issue and returned the appropriate check, made payable to
NYS Grange, by the time you
read this and have sent to the
Cortland office for processing.
The listing of Granges who wish
coverage (recommended for
ALL Granges) is to be sent to
National Grange by the Cortland
office in February.
The 2019 State Grange Directory is at the printers at this writing and should be distributed in
early February once it is received. Unfortunately, we had
some Pomona Granges and Subordinate Granges whose Secretaries did not return the 2019 Officer Lists by the requested September 15 date and a reminder
was given to those Granges by
the Delegate-at-Large in October
if not in. In these cases, there is
most likely an abbreviated listing
for officers for those Granges
from whom no reply was received. We do not wish to continue mailings to people listed
from a previous directory who
may no longer be in office, so
the Master and/or Secretary’s
name and contact info may be
the only listing in those cases.
It has been some time since
we shared the roster of our Associate Memberships in New York
State. These are individuals or
businesses who support the
Grange organization but are not
expected to attend meetings regularly. The following is the list
as of January 2019:
Chautauqua: Fredonia #1: Dr .
Patrick R. Damore, Stephen W.
Keefe, Julie Nelson, Joyce
Wiltsie, James Odien, Terry
Brown, Brian & Brianne
Transport, Inc., Laurie Nelson,
Mark Forbes, Feinen Farms
Ripley 65: J ohn Swar tout,
Ross 305: Peter son Far ms,
Falconer Funeral Home Villenova 604: Char les D. Car lson
Chemung: Veteran 1108: Sullivan’s Funeral Home
Chenango: Greene 1413: Cleon Salisbury
Delaware: Col Harper 1508:
Stephen Macaluso
Erie: Evans 1332: Er ie Co.
Agricultural Society, Kiwanis
Club of Buffalo
Essex: Whallonsburg 954:
Pero, Megan Harris, ESQ
Fulton: Mayfield 683: Fulton
Co. Soil & Water
Livingston: Livonia 1180: J oseph Sabo, Michael Tunison,
Howard Judd
Ontario: Clifton Springs 1042:
Ontario Insurance Co.
Otsego: Pierstown 793: Iver
Lindberg Butternut Valley

1533: Assemblyman Clifford
W. Crouch, Beth Keene, Diane Gallo, Matthew Sheldon,
Glenn R. Hamilton, Patricia
Quirk, Empire House, Lawrence Smith, Evans Auction
Service, Scot D. Lueck,
Stanley and Sally Leonard,
Caroline Jensen
St Lawrence: Hammond
677: Andrews View Farm
Tompkins: Dryden 1112:
Patrick Brennan, Robert S.
Slocum
Wyoming: Warsaw 1088:
E. Joseph Gozelski
New York State Grange:
Richard A. Ball; Cortland
County BDC, Rural Schools
Association, Maryliz T. Valli,
Donald R. Miesfeldt,
Jr., St. Lawrence Co. Soil &
Water, New York Center for
Agricultural Medicine and
Health (NYCAMH)
If your Grange is listed
above, please thank these parties for their support of your
Grange. If your Grange is not
in the list, ask yourself why?
Every community has civic
leaders or businesses that believe in the Grange principles
and are supportive in the
Grange’s role in rural America and in your community
specifically. Associate membership is easy… tell them
that you appreciate their support and that there are no other obligations for showing
their support of Grange in this
way. Annual membership is
$30, made payable to New
York State Grange. Send it
along with the proper individual or business name and contact information and I will
process the rest. Each Associate Member gets a membership card (and a window sign
if a business), a copy of each
Empire State Granger through
the year, and a copy of the
annual legislative policy manual. From the $30, the Subordinate Grange receives $10
for their Grange treasury and
State Grange retains $20 to
cover the dues cost to National Grange. Associate Members also count towards a
Grange’s total membership.
Why not give it a try to recruit
one Associate Member for
your Grange this spring? If
every Grange did this, this
alone could give NYS our net
gain in membership for the
current year!
Lastly, we are working on
suggestions for the format for
the Minute Book to be used
by Secretaries. The current
one available through National Grange is not popular and
several Secretaries would like
a revised version, possibly
returning some of the format
once included and some sections to be deleted to conserve
space. National Grange and
Mike Warner of Monroe
Classics is willing to work on
our suggestions. Please, if
you are a Secretary, now is
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your opportunity to send me
your thoughts, clearly stated…
and we will see if we can have a
user-friendly minute record
book , to make the work of this
office “less arduous”. Thank
you in advance for sharing your
thoughts.

Barton Snedaker
Here we are with the first
articles of 2019, far enough into
the year that most of us have
already either forgotten or broken our New Year’s resolutions. January is named after
the Roman god Janus who is
depicted as two faced, but not
in a bad way. He could see the
past as well as into the future.
Wouldn’t that be great in the
Grange? If I told you there just
might be a way, would you believe me? The following is an
unabashed advertisement for
the book Spirit of the
Grange:The Wisdom of Demeter by Ann Brigit Waters.
There is a limited number
available from The New
Grange Store at Monroe Classics for $29.95 plus shipping.
The book is also available on
Amazon for a few dollars less.
From either place it is worth
every penny of the purchase
price. I was fortunate to stumble upon and purchase my copy
at national session in Stowe,
VT. In my humble opinion
A COPY OF THIS BOOK
NEEDS TO BE IN THE
HANDS OF EVERY
GRANGE LECTURER.
It is a wealth of information
on each and every page and it is
also highly recommended by
National Lecturer, Chris Hamp.
(See the Winter 2018 edition
of National Grange’s Good
Day! magazine for her review)
On almost every page there is
information that I found new to
me or clarified what I thought I
knew before. The pages are
sprinkled with vintage photographs, illustrations and
graphics. She has digested the
first four degrees into one program that could be easily performed as a special Lecturer
program, especially if you have
many members who have been
obligated in the Grange and
have never seen the degrees
presented. Without changing
the beauty of the degree language she has “updated” it by
combining some speeches and
adding additional information.
In some cases changing the
speaker puts the familiar words
into the mouths of different
leaders. She offers these modi-

fications as a way to look into the
future for new members by making the degrees more “modern”
without changing their intent. In
future articles I will be using
more information from this amazing resource.
Do you have a subscription to
Good Day!. If not, search out a
form to get one. In the most recent Winter 2019 Edition, National Grange Master, Betsy Huber,
has an excellent editorial on Generation Y, the young people between the ages of 23 and 36. In it
she states that “We need to start
thinking less about getting people
to join, and more about what we
have to offer that is truly engaging and worthwhile.” I have said
in these pages before that we
need Grangers not members. Her
words echo that sentiment. She
goes on speaking about Generation Y specifically, but I believe
it is true of everyone -”(people
are) busy, but they will invest in
making a difference for their
communities and the world.”
FFA members, our Grange
Youth, junior Grangers are all
going to be members of Generation Y or whatever comes next.
They can be and are the future of
the Grange.
While you have your magazine open, turn to page 16 and
read the excellent article found
there.
I started this column writing
about resolutions. Mine has been
setting myself the goal, task or
purpose of contacting every subordinate Grange (Master) in New
York State. I have a list of questions such as - how many members, how many are active, do
you have Pomona members,
strengths and weaknesses of your
Grange, what is your Grange
known for in your community,
and so on. I have already started
and I hope to have it completed
(in alphabetical order) before
state session rolls around in 2019.
I hate hearing about Granges that
have closed, or are on their last
legs. If you are in one of those
Granges please do not wait for
me to call you - my phone number and email address are readily
available in the state directory
and on the State Grange website call me!

Carl Bullock
Happy New Year! I hope everyone is working on getting
teams together for our sports program. We have darts in April,
bowling in June and Golf in July. I would love to see more
teams this year. We always have
a good time so I hope to see more
Grangers participate in our sports
programs. Stay
warm and I will
see you in the
Spring!
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Brenda Noble
Happy New Year everyone!
I hope you all are working on
your Handiwork projects. The
quilt this year is baby-sized. If
anyone wishes to enter items in
the categories at the Big E that
are not part of New York’s contests, you are welcome to do so.
If there is more than one item
entered, then only one of the
items will be selected for entry
at the Big E. The adult garment
may be knitted or crocheted
with any pattern of a sweater,
dress, cape, poncho, vest, but
NOT hats, mittens, scarves, or
socks. For the Northeast Exposition, the quilted wall hanging
may not be larger than 18 in. x
18 in. due to limited space in the
building. The stuffed toys need
to be child safe, and may be
knitted, crocheted, or stitched. If
anyone needs the pamphlet for
the Northeast needlework contests, let me know and I will
send you one. I thank everyone
for all of the hard work. We are
looking to increase the number
of entries into the contests, so
maybe you have never submitted an entry before or are just
beginning to learn how. Start
today!
The baking contest this year
is Chocolate Jumble Cookies.
The recipe is included in the
Handbook, but it can also be
found in the National Grange
Family Cookbook from Country
Kitchens published in 1979. We
would like to clarify that the 3
squares of chocolate noted in
the recipe is equivalent to 3 oz.
of baking chocolate, as the size
of baking chocolate squares has
changed since the recipe was
published in 1979. We apologize for any confusion this may
have caused when trying the
recipe.
April 27, 2019 is the Lecturer’s/Family Activities Conference in Cortland. Plan to come,
bring a carload to enjoy a day of
fun and fellowship. Even bring
your friends who are not Grange
members yet! The Talent, Public Speaking, and Sign-a-song
Contests will be also taking
place along with a display of all
the handiwork. Don’t miss it, as
this will be the only time you
will be able to see all entries for
the contests. Keep on working
on your projects, so we can see
an increase in the number of
entries. Just remember to get
your items to Headquarters in
Cortland by April 20, 2019!

Be a star and add a few new
members to your Grange.
The New York State Grange
would like to join several
others and have a net gain
in membership. It almost
happened last year

Carol Bailey

DID YOU KNOW…
That jumbles (the cookies)
go back to the 1500s? Although those are quite different
from what we now know as
jumbles today which is the baking contest for Grange this
year.
The first known recipe for
“jombils” was published in
1584. The original began as
two interlocked rings. They
also resembled a double finger
ring that was also popular at the
time. The origin of the name
has been traced to the Latin,
gemel, which means twin. The
shape has changed over the
years to suit the particular
baker. Many eventually resembled a pretzel.
Lacking leavening they
were hard and that determined
the odd shape. Being hard in
Tudor times was seen as a virtue. In that time jombils could
last for a year. Being long and
thin they were easy to bite a
piece off to be eaten.
They were popular in France
as gimblettes and ciambeline in
Italy. These two names translate almost to doughnut.
One of the earliest American
recipes for jumbals appear in an
1830 cookbook. Eggs, cream
and spices are included in some
recipes or receipts, as many
older recipes were called.
So for the baking contest
you will have a totally different
kind of cookie than what a jumble originally was. Have fun
and good luck.
From one who does not like
to cook or bake, I do like to
know the history of some of
our foods. I will share a couple
more with you.

January/February 2019
2019 Motor Coach Tour
The 2019 Motor Coach Tour is to America’s Hometown—
Plymouth, MA. The 400th anniversary of the Pilgrim’s journey to
start a new community will be in
2020. We will be
ahead of the tourists that will be
flocking to Plymouth for that anniversary.
The itinerary
for the trip is not
complete, but you
can mark your
calendars for May
28-31. There will be a guided tour of Plymouth’s waterfront, and
a visit to Plimoth Plantation where it is always 1624. We will
share a meal at Plimoth Plantation with a “Pilgrim” as our host.
The tour travels to Sandwich, where the glass industry began,
to visit the Sandwich Glass Museum. This is prime time for the
Heritage Museum and Gardens Rhododendron Festival, so there
will be a visit to see these splendid flowers. If you prefer cars to
flowers, the Car Museum at Heritage will have a special exhibit on
race cars, or you can ride the carousel in the Folk Art Museum.
From there we go to New Bedford to the Whaling National Historical Park.
From the 17th, 18 th, and 19th century, the tour goes forward to
the 20th century at Battleship Cove in Fall River. This is the home
to the USS Massachusetts—a battleship, the USS Joseph P Kennedy, Jr—a destroyer, the USS Lionfish—a submarine, 2 PT boats,
and the Hiddensee—a former East German naval ship. There is
an exhibit on Women in the Navy.
The hotel where we will staying is not yet set, but breakfast
will be included each morning. As soon as the final itinerary with
the exact cost, is published, trip escort, Kathleen Hughes, 312-586
-8334, 8972 E. Floyd Rd, Holland Patent, NY 13354, will be glad to
send them out. Boarding locations include Syracuse, Rome, and
Albany.
Mince pies trace their history
back to the Crusades. Mince pies
married meat, fruit and spices
into a tasty concoction. The
knights who fought in the Crusades developed a liking for the
exotic Middle Eastern culinary
marriage of meat and fruits. The
combination of meat, fruit and
spices was viewed by some as
symbolic of the gifts of the Magi.
When the Puritans came to
power in England they attempted
to banish the mince meat pies as
they associated them with Catholicism. However that did not
work but they did evolve over
time until most only contained
fruit and spices. Suet (fat) was
still used. Most of today’s mince
pies do not contain meat.
My mother and father always
made mince meat with beef pieces after butchering. It was one of
my father’s favorite pies. I found
my mother’s recipe and it includes beef, suet, apples, raisins,
oranges, cherries, jelly (she used
what had “sugared”), cider, citron (a fruit), sugar and spices. I
have made green tomato mince
meat but that takes no meat.
Both are very tasty. Commercially canned mincemeat is available in many grocery stores.
My father would tell the story
of when he lived in Newark and
stole a mince pie that was sitting
on his neighbor’s porch where it
was stored. The neighbor was a
dear family friend so I guess

there were no dire consequences.
These pies went by other
names also - shred, mutton,
mince-meat, Christmas or
December.
Another old family (both
sides) favorite is suet pudding. My folks also made
that throughout the winter
months. I do not know the
history of that. However I
can assume that it was cheap
and the ingredients were
readily available and it kept
well.
It probably came from
England and is similar to
plum pudding. It takes suet,
flour, molasses, soda, raisins
and spices. It needs to steam
for an hour. Then served
with a lemon or hard sauce. I
know my mother-in-law
made it because it was cheap
and didn’t take a lot of work
as she had a large family to
feed. For years I made it for
the Bailey boys when we had
our Christmas gathering.
Some of this background
came from Early A merican
Life magazine and my own
knowledge. Have fun making the jumbles for the contest and best of luck to each
of you who enter. You might
the other two or some other
old time recipe.
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Registration Form For Junior Workshop Day
(copy as needed)
Send by March 30, 2019
Send to: Gail Chamberlain, State Junior Director,
3627 Co. Rte. 21 Whitehall, NY 12887

Gail Chamberlain, Director
The Junior Grange continues to celebrate its 130th anniversary.
The National JG Director wants to focus on our roots, our history, our
memories, and what our future may hold. If you go onto the National Grange website, under Junior Grange, you will find the 2019 Junior
Grange Program Guide. The 2019 theme for Juniors is “Heroes in
Training”. There are new programs such as Junior Historian, Cape of
Honor, Agricultural Awareness Project, Digital Talent Show, JG
Jeopardy, Legislative Junior Experience, Handy Craft Contest, Pen
pal, Grange Radio, Quilt Block, and the Merit Badge Program is now
a Passport. There is an Awareness Project theme, and a 12 month
guide for your Junior Grange meetings. There are deadline dates to all
programs, contests and reports for the National Program. You will
see National JG program continues also with Creative Art, Creative
writing, mini-scrapbook, photography, Public Speaking, and Sign-asong.
The New York State Grange Handbook for 2018-2019 continues.
Here you will find the Junior Grange section for our own State JG
program which includes our own programs, ideas, and crafts. We
know you cannot do everything in these programs. We are giving
you the information to help Junior members and Junior Leaders in
their own meetings and community.
We are going to Allegany County, Cuba Grange Hall for the Junior Leadership Day on Saturday, April 13. The schedule and registration form (please return to me by March 30) is in this issue. As always, there is no cost and lunch is included. Come to learn of changes, share ideas, participate and join in fellowship. All Junior members including +1 members, possible new JG members, Junior Leaders, parents, Grange members are welcome to attend. We are planning on working on the Dairy Awareness Award. Come see what exciting workshops we will have! Did you know the Juniors have a
mascot? Clarabelle the cow!
I am happy to announce the appointment of Therese Fallon
(Dutchess County) to the State Junior Committee-Special Junior Deputy. I am sure she will be a great asset to our State Junior Committee
and activities and knowledge. Welcome Therese!

Leadership/Informational Workshop

April 13, 2019 @ Cuba Grange Hall, Allegany County

NO cost for JG members/Leaders/Parent/Grange
participants
2019 – Heroes in Training
Saturday, April 13
9:30

Welcome - Gail Chamberlain, NYS JG Director
Agriculture Awareness Project – Dairy Awareness
The importance of dairies and dairy products
Make a collage
Create a flier
Dairy Craft
“Kelly Farm Project”

12:30 LUNCH
1:15 Ritual
2:00 Workshop --what do you think?
SAFE TRIP HOME
Directions to Cuba Grange Hall – from I 86, Turn toward Town, take
LEFT (across from McDonalds) onto Maple St,. sharp curve and stop
Sign, LEFT on Medbury St. go to Stop Sign LEFT onto East Main
St. Grange is on the Right.

phone 518-499-1028
Name: _________________________________________________
Complete address: _______________________________________
City: _______________________State: N.Y. Zip code__________
Telephone______________E-mail __________________________
Grange ___________________No. ________ County___________
Please check all that apply:
(note age of JG members/number of persons that will attend for food
and supplies.
____Junior member ____ Leader ______other/friend
____Community Grange member

____ Parent

Allergy or health concerns:________________________________
______________________________________________________
Ideas for Future workshops or crafts:________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
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STUDENT VIDEO CONTEST

Stephen C. Coye, Master

Amy Knowles

100 Grange Place

NYS Fair

Cortland, NY 13045

Grange Building Superintendent

607-756-7553

5315 Middle Road

E-Mail Steve@nysGrange.org

Bath NY 14810

Roger Halbert, Secretary

607-776-2038

State Secretary

amyk@co.steubem.ny.us

83 Spring Street, PO Box 321

Emily and Matt Shoop

Gilbertsville, NY 13776

Camp Directors

607-783-2691

38 Holmes Ct.

rhalbert1@stny.rr.com

Albany, NY 12209

Laura Magrum, Lecturer

camp@nysgrange.org

24 Chappel St,
Brockport, NY 14420
585-813-8238
lenoble88@aol.com
Cindy Benson Pollard
Legislative Director
401 Charles Avenue, Syracuse, NY
13209
315-413-9335
Cbenson 81@msn.com
Virginia L. Conner, Chaplain
918 Bartnick Road
Genoa, NY 13071
315-364-5516
vlconner48@yahoo.com
Brenda Noble, Family Activities
7973 Telephone Road
LeRoy, NY 14482
585-768-6632
Barton Snedaker
Leadership Membership
5404 St. Hwy 23
Norwich, NY 13815
shrngnol@roadrunner.com
Sherri Taft
Community Involvement
12544 Ira Station Road
Cato, NY 13033
kidsbreak1@yahoo.com
Elaine Smith, Paula Turner, CoYouth Directors
Elaine
220 Oakley Road
Stamford, NY 12167
607-652-2180
Elaine S Smith
esssmith63@gmail.com
Paula
6730 Velie Road
Savona, NY 14879
607-377-1736
xraypaula@yahoo.com
Carl Bullock, Sports
15 OK Street
McGraw, NY 13101
607-836-7647
retmassgt@hotmail.com
Carol Bailey, Historian
3033 Middle Sodus Road
Lyons, NY 14489
315-946-4379
Gail Chamberlain Jr. Director
3627 Co. Rte. 21
Whitehall, NY 12887
518-499-1028
gchamberlainhome@excite.com

New York State winners
were Stanford Grange,
Dutchess Co. placing first, Butternut Valley Grange, Otsego
Co. was second and Marcellus
Grange, Onondaga Co. was
third and Clifton Springs
Grange, Ontario Co. was
fourth.
The community service program is a strong element in
growing Granges. The dedication to Community Service
across the nation is very strong.
We are sure that your Grange is
already planning projects and
recording news articles and
photographs for next year.

Once again your Rural Schools Association is partnering with the New
York State Insurance Reciprocal in
sponsoring a contest designed to encourage rural students to showcase
their creativity and community and
school pride. We’ve had phenomenal results from our Student Photo
Contest and Student Logo Design
Contests. This year we’re all about videos!
CONTEST RULES:
1.
Students, or teams of students may submit videos of two
minutes or less on one of two themes:
o
What Makes Our Community Great
o
How My School Contributes to Our Community
2.
Videos may be music videos, narrated videos, documentary
style or present material in the form of short plays.In short, the sky’s
the limit on creativity; as long as it’s two minutes or less.
3.
We encourage guidance and collaboration with school staff,
(as educators may be able to provide help with editing programs and
other aspects of production) but it’s not required.
4.
The content of the video submitted must be student directed.
AWARDS: $1000 Grand Prize. Two First Prize Awards of
$500. Five Second Place Awards of $100. Awards will be presented
at local District or BOCES Award Nights in the spring. For winning
videos submitted by teams of students, the prize will be shared by the
team.
DEADLINE: All submitted videos must reach the Rural Schools
Association of New York State on or before April 1, 2019.
SUBMIT VIDEOS TO: Videos submitted electronically should be
sent to dal295@cornell.edu. Videos sent by mail should be mailed to
Rural Schools Assn. of NYS, 24 Century Hill Drive, Suite 200-A,
Latham, NY 12110.
Sponsored by: Rural Schools Association of New York State

Legislation Becomes Law
In December, the new farm bill passed with huge bipartisan majorities in
the Senate (87-13) and House (369-47). Following its passage, National
Grange President Betsy Huber issued the following statement:
"America's farmers, ranchers and landowners have a reasonable, balanced,
common-sense $867 billion farm bill headed to the President's desk today.
The bipartisan legislation passed overwhelmingly in the Senate by a vote of
87-13 and in the House by 369-47. The package now gives much needed
multi-year certainty to commodity programs, crop insurance, conservation,
farm loans, beginning farmers and ranchers, SNAP assistance, nutrition
programs, foreign markets promotion and more. It also establishes a new
Foot and Mouth Disease vaccine bank.
"I want to thank Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Pat Roberts and
Ranking Minority member Debbie Stabenow for their bipartisan leadership
to get this done. Both have proven themselves worthy to have named National Grange Champions of Rural America (Stabenow in 2017 and Roberts
in 2018)".
Trade
USDA's four trade promotion programs were funded at $251.5 million per
year.
Commodity Programs



Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage are similar to the
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7) National News Corner

2014 farm bill with several enhancements on reference prices and yield
data



Loan rates are increased substantially



The new Dairy Margin Coverage Program builds on the recent Margin
Protection Program passed in February by reducing premiums on the first 5
million pounds of production (about 240 cows) and raises the top margin
coverage from $8 per hundredweight to $9.50
Does not set payment limits on eligibility for commodity program payments
Conservation



The Environmental Quality Incentives Program has increased funding;
the Conservation Stewardship Program has reduced funding but is preserved as a standalone program



Conservation Reserve Program enrollment is increased from 24 million
acres to 27 million acres

GILBERTSVILLEThe Butternut Valley
The Regional Conservation Partnership Program is now a standalone with
Grange held a meeting
its own rules separate from other conservation programs from which it was
on Monday evening,
previously funded
January 14 with guest
Nutrition
speaker Mary
Schwarzhans . Mary
 Additional work requirements and tightened eligibility requirements
were omitted from the final Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
is a graduate of Morris
(SNAP) provision; governors will be required to approve state agency apCentral School and
plications to USDA for waivers from the existing work requirements
SUNY Purchase in
Purchase, NY. For the
The Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive Program is given permanent fundpast seven years, she
ing and is renamed the Gus Schumacher Nutrition Incentive Program for
has worked at Munthe former USDA Undersecretary and Grange member from Massachusetts
sey’s
Bear
Camp,
Kodiak
Island,
Alaska.
Mary
is primarily the cook
Credit
for the camp which accommodates six guests for the five day sesFarm loan limits on operating and ownership loans are increased ($1.75 sions in a rustic, wilderness setting . Mary shared a Power Point of
million on guaranteed operating and ownership loans; $600,000 on direct the herb, fruit and vegetable gardens she tends, as well as many of
ownership loans; direct operating loans are raised to $400,000).
her baked goodies the guests enjoy. She shared her adventures of
fishing and her art work, including water colors and photography of
Rural Development
bears and other Kodiak wildlife. Mary will be returning to work from
 Provides permanent authority and rules for the $600 million rural
July to mid- September, and plans on staying for the fall season, durbroadband grant and loan program created by the fiscal 2018 spending bill.
ing which she will assist guests coming to hunt the mountain goats..
Prioritizes funding for projects to combat opioid addiction and authorizes a After the meeting, Mary served some of her culinary delights includ33 percent increase in grants under the Distance Learning and Telemediing whole
cine Program
wheat crostini
with grilled
Research
onions and
Funding is increased for the Foundation for Food and Agriculture Resmoked Alassearch, the Organic Agriculture Research and Extension Initiative and the
kan halibut salSpecialty Crop Research Initiative
ad and honeyForestry
chili black
bean brownies.
Renews the categorical exclusion that allows diseased and insect infested
trees to be removed from government forests.
Energy
Renews the authorization but reduces the funding for bioenergy programs.
Horticulture



Legalizes the production of industrial hemp



Creates a new Local Agriculture Market Program

Butternut Valley Grangers
Volunteered
for Salvation



Creates a new Urban, Indoor and Other Emerging Agricultural Production Research, Education and Extension Initiative



Maintains funding for Specialty Crop Block Grants

Authorizes USDA to require additional documentation for shipments from
abroad under the National Organic Program
Crop Insurance



Hemp is made eligible for crop insurance



Discounts for beginning farmers and ranchers are extended to 10 years
from the current 5 years under Whole Farm Revenue Protection
New policies will be researched by USDA to cover crops affected by hurricanes and tropical storms

supper honoring Clyde
Stoker and Gerald
 Creates and funds a new Animal Disease Preparedness and Response Stoker. Master Shaun
Program that includes a new Foot and Mouth Disease vaccine bank
Sweeney is shown pre Creates a new Farming Opportunities Training and Outreach Program senting Clyde Stoker
with his NYS Grange
Requires the President to nominate an undersecretary for rural development 70 year membership
seal. Present are Mary
Peacock, Cindy Stoker
(Cyde's Daughter), Linda Belden and Clyde Stoker.
Miscellaneous

Army Red Kettle during
the Christmas Season.
Grangers rang the bell
for 3 days at the Great
American in Sidney raising a total of $876.00
from 9 am to 4 pm. On
December 5, 13 and 14.
Pictured here are
Grangers Roberta Halbert
and Florence Backman
."Cortlandville Grange
#461 held a 70 year
membership recognition

