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Stephen C. Coye

The convention season has
once again come to an end with
the completion of our State Session in October and the National
Grange Convention in early November. Both were significant
events in the life of our organization. We appreciate the time and
effort put in by individual
Grangers and their respective
Granges in developing resolutions to attempt to improve local
life and impact the greater community as well. One of the great
aspects of our organization is the
opportunity potentially impact
society itself from the mind of a
single member in a local Grange.
One only needs to peruse the extensive policy statements and
items of either our State Grange
or the National Grange to get an
idea of the importance of a single member, as every item contained therein came initially
from one person, with a specific
concern, ending up being endorsed by many. Many times I
think there is a tendency to feel
that nothing that we can say or
do will make a difference, that
all things are beyond our control,
kind of like a snowball rolling
down a steep slope, taking on
more size and energy as it goes.
Sooner or later though that inertia comes to an end. Then what?
The important thing is for all of
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us to keep our minds tuned to
events and situations that especially have the potential of negative impacts on rural communities and livelihoods, and present
those thoughts for discussion at
regular Grange meetings.
Healthy discussions not only
lead to resolutions for consideration at higher Grange levels and/
or specific entities, but they also
help to raise the consciousness
of fellow Grangers in relation to
important issues. There can
never be too many resolutions to
consider at a State or National
Session, as that is one of the
main reasons for the Session in
the first place. A byproduct of
all of this is visibility, which we
all know is very important for
long term survivorship.
One of the encouragements
from the taken from the two
aforementioned Sessions was the
increased realization that membership activities needed to be a
priority, and that it is a total
package. While it can be a byproduct of an active Grange,
meaning that folks like to be a
part of a successful venture, it is
more likely that securing members is necessary to develop new
ideas and programs. We all
know what happens in the animal world when the gene pool
gets stagnant, I would submit
that the same kind of thing can
happen when the “mental gene
pool” experiences the same
plight. We had 18 Granges in
this State showing a net gain in
membership this past year,
(Congratulations to them!) a few
of them very significant gains,
and a lot more that stayed even.
Our net loss was less than 200
members. Reversing that is a
very doable situation. If each
Grange took in five new members, even if it did not result in a
net gain for your specific
Grange, it would be enough to
propel the State into the plus
column. Nationally, seven State
Granges had net membership
gains last year. Let’s all get on
board.
We would encourage Granges to look over the report booklet handed out to the Delegates
at the recent State Grange Session. Your Delegates should
have them available for you to
look over when they give their
reports. While it will be printed
in the Journal of Proceedings,
those will not be published until
after the first of the year, and the
information could be valuable to
you now. The Master’s Address
(Continued on page 4)
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By Barton Snedaker
Great news came out of national session for New York
State Grange! Eighteen of
our subordinate/community
Granges have achieved a net
gain in membership. Each of
the Granges has received a
letter from National Leadership/Membership Director,
Joe Stefenoni and one from
State Master, Steve Coye
congratulating them for this
honor. I would like to add
my own congratulations to
each Grange for this recognition. Seven Granges attained
one new member. They are
Lincoln Grange #122
(Wayne), Mayfield Grange
#683 (Fulton), Pleasant Valley Grange #838 (Dutchess),
Kendrew Grange #891 (St.
Lawrence), Oxford Grange
#894 (Chenango), Inavale
Grange #1248 (Allegany) and
Worcester Grange #1274
(Otsego). Four Granges
gained two members. They
are Star Grange #9
(Jefferson), Freedom Plains
Grange # 857 (Dutchess),
Smithville Valley Grange #
1397 (Chenango), and Stone
Church Grange #1561
(Dutchess). Three Granges
increased their membership
by three. They are Corfu
Grange # 142 (Genesee), Mt.
Pleasant Grange # 349
(Oswego), and Five Corners
Grange #1000 (Cayuga).
Milton Grange # 685
(Saratoga) upped its membership by 6. Yorktown Grange
# 862 (Westchester) beat
them by one member. Copake Grange #935
(Columbia) jumped by 18
new members. And the highest number is Stanford
Grange #808 (Dutchess) with
19 new members. That is a
grand total of 74 new Grange
members in New York. These
are very impressive numbers
and it sure would be nice to
know how it was done. Each
of these Granges has helped
move the Order toward a net
gain in membership and has
been placed on the 2018-2019
Grange Honor Roll. There
are no secret incantations or
arcane spells to help Granges
increase membership. When
your Grange is visible and
active in your community you

greatly increase your chances of
increasing your membership. It is
also important to remember that
maintaining your membership
numbers and not losing members
is a positive thing. Our congratulations go out to these Granges
and their members. Keep up the
great work! Let’s try for twenty in
2020.

The State Granges of California, Indiana, Kansas, Montana,
Oklahoma, Rhode Island & Virginia as well as Potomac Grange
#1 all achieved net gains in their
membership. 351 Subordinate/
Community Granges achieved a
net gain in membership and 399
Granges had a net neutral result on
membership over the last year.
Can you imagine if those 399
Granges each had a net gain of just
one member? It would be a large
first step in closing the gap to
achieving a net gain in membership at the national level.
Granges New and Reorganized
Grange Name &
Number
Lunnenburg #169

State

Silver Sage #24

NV

Fernwood #770

OR

Jonesboro #357

ME

Connecticut Valley
Jr. #140

MA

MA

The progress made in Nevada
this last year has put us closer to
being able to begin the process of
organizing the State Grange of Nevada. The Deputy who has been
working in the state is no longer
able to fill the role and the National Master has appointed two new
Deputies to assist the Granges in
the State. Brother Carl Clinger and
Sister Gloria Montero are both
members of High Desert Grange,
actively involved in the youth fair
program and eager to see the
Grange in Nevada grow. Even
with the loss of one Grange, the
growth of the organization has not
been impeded.
(Continued on page 4)
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Cindy Benson-Pollard
The 2019 State Grange session is completed. It was a very
successful session. I think that
the discussion was very informative. I would like to thank
the delegates that attended for
the input and for your work on
the resolutions that were submitted for this year. I especially
would like to thank the members who took on the responsibility of chairing our session
committees for this year. We
could not do this without you
and the work that you did guiding the committees through their
assigned work.
Enclosed in this edition are the
resolution resolved sections that
were passed at this past State
Grange session in Watertown. I
hope that you will take a few
minutes and read through them.
I have started updating the
legislative policy handbook for
2020. It should be done and
sent to Granges soon. I hope
that you will take the time to
review it. We are also in the
process of establishing our priorities for next year. A copy of
the handout will be included
with your new policy handbook.
It is not too early to start
working on resolutions for next
year. If you have any questions
or need help, please let me
know. I will be happy to help.
Jim and I would like to wish
everyone a very merry Christmas and hope that your new
year is happy and full of promise.

AG/ENVIRONMENT

HUNTING CONTESTS AND
FIELD TRIALS AE-4
Cortland County
RESOLVED New York State
Grange opposes any legislation
that would make it illegal to organize, sponsor, conduct, promote, or participate in any contest, competition, tournament, or
derby where the objective of
such contest or competition is to
take wildlife, and furthermore
supports the rights of sportsmen
and sporting dogs in doing what
they are trained and bred to do.
YOUTH AGRICULTURE
PROTECTION ACT AE-24
Onondaga County
RESOLVED New York State
Grange supports the Student
Agriculture Protection Act
which would modify the requirement for calculating taxable income to exclude from the
gross income of a student agriculturist up to $5,000.00 of the
gain from the sale or exchange
of personal property (including
livestock, crops, and agricultural

October-December 2019

mechanics or shop products)
produced or raised by the student agriculturist.
CLOSING MEXICO BORDER
AE-27
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange is opposed to any
effort by the President or Congress to close the border with
Mexico as it would negatively
affect the agricultural economy
of the United States.
FARM ANIMAL PROTECTION LAWS AE-48
Seneca County
RESOLVED New York State
Grange asks our New York
State legislature to vote “No”
on legislation that would take
farm animal protection laws out
of Agriculture and Market
Laws and place them under the
Penal Code. Farm animal protection laws should remain under the jurisdiction of Agriculture and Markets.
HONEYBEE COLONIES REPORT & USDA FUNDING
AE-53
Otsego County
RESOLVED, That New York
State Grange calls upon the
USDA to immediately re-fund
the Honeybee Colonies Report
and assure that it is retained in
the US Budget for 2020 and
beyond.
THE WATER AFFORDABILIITY, TRANSPARENCY,
EQUITY, AND RELIABILITY
(WATER) ACT
AE- 54
Cortland County
RESOLVED, New York State
Grange supports federal legislation that would provide adequate funding to fix and maintain our nation’s reservoirs,
treatment plants, and pipes to
ensure that all the people in our
country have access to clean
drinking water.
ANIMAL HATCHING
PROJECTS
AE- 58
Ontario County
RESOLVED, that New York
State Grange opposes any legislation that would amend the
New York State Education law
that would ban animal hatching
projects in New York State
Schools.
DEVELOPMENT OF AN AGRICULTURE EDUCATION
TEACHER REPARATION/
CERTIFICATION PATHWAY
AE-62
Tompkins County
RESOLVED, New York State
Grange supports the development and creation of an agriculture education teacher certification pathway through a collaboration with State University of
New York College System allowing colleges to provide
technical coursework required
for certification, as well as
work with SUNY Empire State
College with dual enrollment of
students to begin graduate
coursework in education while
completing undergraduate re(Continued on page 3)

Sherri Taft

Virginia L. Conner

Community Service Report
Thank you to all of the Granges
that submitted a Community
Service Report this year! The
judges worked hard at judging
all of the reports. It is always
fun and exciting for me to see
all the different projects that
our Granges do to help their
communities across New York
State. The results are as follows:
1st place – Butternut Valley
Grange #1533, Otsego County
2nd place – Stanford Grange
#808, Dutchess County
3rd place – Interlaken Grange
#160, Seneca County
4th place – Dryden Grange
#1112, Tompkins County
Butternut Valley Grange’s report was sent on to National
Grange for consideration as the
National Grange Community
Service Report winner.

At the New York State Grange
Annual Convention food was
collected for the LaFargeville
Central School District. This
school district has 20 – 25 students that receive a bag of food
each week. The Superintendent
of the school, Travis Hoover,
came to the State Grange Session to say a few words about
the program and to receive the
food and monetary donations
that were given. He said that
the school is very appreciative
of the amount of food that was
donated by members of the
New York State Grange.
A representative from the Samaritan Medical Center’s
Walker Center for Cancer Care
in Watertown was on hand
Sunday to accept a check for
$2,800.00 that was collected in
‘C’ bills this past year. Thank
you to everyone that diligently
checks those dollar bills and
saves out the ‘C’ bills so we
can continue in the fight against
cancer.
Thank you for promoting
the Grange in a way that shows
that our organization is very
community service oriented. It
truly is a joy to be a member of
such a wonderful organization!

NEW DAY AND NEW HOUR
On the Pacific coast of the State
of Oregon, there’s a particular
sandy beach where a gentleman
works each day with a metal leaf
rake. He and several helpers, also
with tools, make a large, beautiful
labyrinth. They work at a fast
pace because people are arriving
to walk the wonderful sand creation.
The purpose of the work is for
the enjoyment of the visitors to
quietly walk the path of the labyrinth. Some meditate and pray
while walking. Others vent their
frustrations to the wind and sound
of the pounding ocean waves.
Others just enjoy the sounds of
nature around them and watch the
sand beneath their feet as it accepts their foot prints.
Then the ocean high tide comes
and the beautiful labyrinth is no
more. The water has washed it
away. Someone asked the gentleman artist, “Why do you go to all
this work when you know the tide
will come and take it all away?”
He responded, “Each day is a new
day; each hour is a new hour. We
have the chance to do things over,
make things better by using the
newly clean and smooth sand to
begin again.”
How will each of us spend our
“new day and new hour” after the
tide washes away the old day and
old hour?
Thank you Jefferson County
Grangers for the wonder ful
warm reception you gave Roger
and I upon arrival with the cargo
trailer of Session equipment. You
even went an extra step by delivering our personal luggage to our
room. Blessings to all for the
Christmas season.
Hello my
name is
Christian
Taft, I am
20 years old
and I am the
recently
elected New
York State
Grange Assistant Steward. I am
a sixth generation Grange member. I attended Cayuga Lake Junior Grange #410 from the age of
five years old until I was thirteen
and a half at which time I joined
Lamson Grange #588. I am currently the Treasurer and Legislative Chairperson of Lamson
Grange; and the Assistant Steward and co Youth Chairperson of
Onondaga Pomona Grange #12
as well as on the New York State
Grange Youth Committee. I look
forward to serving the New York
State Grange as the Assistant
Steward.
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quirements at other state universities, and be it further
RESOLVED, that New York
State Grange advocates for this
initiative with State University of
New York (SUNY) Chancellor
and support state funding for this
initiative.
REGIONAL DAIRY PRICING
SYSTEM
AE-82
Written in Committee
RESOLVED, New York State
Grange supports legislation to
enable dairy producers to receive
a fair market price. We encourage Congress pass legislation
that will include regional fair
market prices, a farmer led milk
production growth management
plan and develop a smart dairy
trade policy.
THE FARM WORKERS FAIR
LABOR PRACTICES ACT
AE-83
Written in Committee
RESOLVED, we strongly oppose the Farm Workers’ Fair Labor Practices Act.
EDUCATION
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE AS A SECONDARY
LANGUAGE E-32
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports the teaching of American Sign Language
(ASL) as a secondary language
for students who do not use ASL
as their primary form of communication for graduation credits,
and be it further
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports efforts to
secure funding for certified
teachers and materials to teach
ASL as a secondary language.
LOAN FORGIVENESS PROGRAM FOR TEACHERS
E-40
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation
that would establish a loan forgiveness program for teachers
who agree to teach in designated
underserved areas, as determined
by the Commissioner of Education, for a minimum of five
years, and be it further
RESOLVED that the Commissioner of Education also establish a loan recapture program
that would recover funds for
loans that were forgiven should
the teacher fail to complete the
five-year agreement to teach in
the underserved rural school.
EARLIER HOUR FOR
SCHOOL DAYS E-56

Butternut Valley Grange #1533
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange is opposed to any
statewide mandated start time
to the school day, thereby leaving it to the individual schools
to determine start times for
their own school districts.
COMMUNITY-BASED LIFELONG LEARNING E-70
Written in Committee
RESOLVED New York State
Grange supports Cooperative
Extension and other programs
that provide community-based,
lifelong learning and awareness
programs.
FEDERAL ISSUES
WINERY/BREWERY WEBSITES VERSUS AMERICAN
WITH DISABILITIES ACT
FI-3
Cortland County
RESOLVED New York State
Grange supports the development of clear rules of compliance by the United States Department of Justice for the
Americans with Disabilities
Act Title III (ADA) in regard to
internet website accessibility
and that a grace period for implementation is necessary once
these rules have been established.
UNITED STATES POST OFFICE (USPS) MANDATORY
PREFUNDED PAYMENTS
FI-8
Cortland County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that will end the requirement for the United States Post
Office to prefund health and
pension benefits for all postalservice retirees 75 years in advance.
SUPPORTING ACCURATE
VIEWS OF EMERGENCY
SERVICES (SAVES) ACT
FI-9
Cortland County
RESOLVED New York State
Grange supports legislation that
would reclassify 9-1-1 calltakers and dispatchers from
“Office and Administrative
Support Occupations” to
“Protective Service Occupations” in the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
Standard Occupational Classification (SOC) Catalog.
ROBOCALL EPIDEMIC
FI-10
Cortland County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that would strengthen the
existing Telephone Consumer
Protection Act (TCPA) of 1991
by making fines for intentional
robocalling violations larger
and ensuring that telephone
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companies implement new
technology that is being developed to identify calls as potentially fraudulent so that consumers can decide whether or
not to answer them.
SOCIAL SECURITY TAX
FI-21
Monroe County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports leaving
the amount contributed to the
Social Security tax at its current level.
ADVERTISING OF
E-CIGARETTES and VAPING
FI-41
Otsego County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange recommends federal passage of a law to ban
television, radio, and social
media advertising of ecigarettes and vaping devices
containing nicotine.
THE OLDER AMERICAN
REAUTHORIZATION ACT
FI-64
Written in Committee
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports the passage of the Older American
Reauthorization Act of 2016
which amends the Older Americans Act of 1965 to reauthorize through fiscal year 2024
appropriations for the Administration on Aging, including
the Eldercare Locater Service,
pension counseling services
and information programs;
grants for state and community
programs on aging; grants and
contracts for educational activities; Older American community service employment programs and grants for Native
Americans.

HEALTH

RELEASE OF MEDICAL
RECORDS FOR\
TREATMENT H-1
Dutchess County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange requests the New
York State Legislature to modify Public Health Law 17 in order to remove language that
requires a written request or
authorization from a patient
before a healthcare provider
can release protected health
information to another
healthcare provider for purposes of continuing treatment.
FACILITIES/FUNDING FOR
TREATMENT/EDUCATION
OF OPIOID DRUG USAGE
H-16
Ontario County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange asks the New
York State legislature to support bills that would increase
funding for the treatment of
and education facilities regarding opioid drugs, and be it further
RESOLVED that some existing public facilities, that are no
longer in use, be repurposed as
treatment and education facili-

ties for opioid addiction, and
be it further
RESOLVED that funds acquired through Opioid Lawsuits be applied to opioid treatment and education programs
in New York State.
LEGALIZATION OF
RECREATIONAL
MARIJUANA H-28
Onondaga County (Combined
with H-17 Ontario County)
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange opposes the legalization of recreational marijuana use and sale.
EXPANSION OF “THE DOCTORS ACROSS NEW
YORK” PROGRAM H-30
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that would allow the Commissioner of Health to include
dentists in the “Doctors Across
New York” Program to provide dental services to underserved areas of the state and
would extend the duration of
the program.
TREATMENT FOR EATING
DISORDERS H-33
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that would require insurance companies to provide full
coverage for all aspects of
treatment for all eating disorders.
UMBILICAL CORD BLOOD
BANK H-34
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports the creation of a public umbilical cord
blood banking program, overseen by the Department of
Health, to increase public
awareness of the potential benefits of public umbilical cord
blood banking, to promote research into the uses of umbilical cord blood and to facilitate
pre-delivery arrangements for
public banking of umbilical
cord blood donations.
SCHEDULE II OPIOID
ACCESS H-35
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that would require patient
counseling before issuing a
prescription for Schedule II
opioids, requires practitioners
to consult with the patient regarding the quantity of the opioid medication to be prescribed, the patient’s option to
fill the prescription in a lesser
quantity than as prescribed, to
inform the patient of the risks
associated with opiate addiction and document the reasons
for the prescription.
ACUTE AND LONG-TERM
CARE FOR TICK-BORNE
DISEASES H-36
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports changes
in the insurance regulations so
(Continued on page 4)
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that health insurers would
provide coverage for acute
and long-term medical care
for Lyme Disease and other
tick-borne related pathogens.
YOUTH SUICIDE
PREVENTION H-67
Written in Committee
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation to expand suicide prevention education and resources
to schools, service organizations, and state agencies.
PROHIBITION OF ECIGARETTES, VAPING
AND VAPING DEVICES
H-68
Written in Committee
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that prohibits vaping,
vaping devices and ecigarettes.
LYME DISEASE H-69
Written in Committee
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that authorizes the New
York State Department of
Health Tick-borne Disease
Institute to maintain funding
in their annual budget of at
least $1 million in order to
provide grants for organizations in NY to execute proper
research, detection, education
and outreach efforts to combat
tick-borne illnesses.

STATE ISSUES

TERM LIMITS FOR STATE
OFFICIALS SI-2
Dutchess County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that would create term
limits voted upon by the people for the people as a state
referendum, and be it further
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that would create New
York State term limits for
New York State Senators and
Assemblymen/
Assemblywomen from unlimited 2-year terms to four (4) 2year terms for life and be it
further
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that would create New
York State term limits for
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General and
Comptroller from unlimited 4year terms to two (2) 4-year
terms for life.
STATE LEGISLATOR PAY
RAISES SI-6
Dutchess County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports New
York State Senate Bill favors
a taxpayer voice in the decision regarding New York
State Legislator pay raises.
KEEPING NEW YORK ONE
STATE SI-12
Otsego County
RESOLVED that New York

State Grange is opposed to
separating New York City
from upstate New York,
maintaining the diversity and
unity of one Empire State as
we have known it since becoming a state in 1788.
STRICTER PENALTIES
FOR DRIVING WHILE
CHILDREN ARE
PASSENGERS SI-13
Otsego County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation that doubles the fines of
speeding, driving under the
influence of alcohol or drugs,
or texting while driving when
there is a minor child (under
the age of 16) in the vehicle at
the time of the arrest or infraction.
PRESERVING FAMILY
BONDS ACT SI-38
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange opposes the passage of the Preserving Family
Bonds Act or similar legislation which would give birth
parents legal recourse to obtain visitation rights of a child
after their parental rights were
terminated and an Order of
Adoption has been finalized.
EMERGENCY SERVICES
SI-57
Otsego County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation which requests a change
in the language of the municipal code on emergency services to classify them as essential services for the purposes of applying for and receiving state aid.

TAXATION/FISCAL
RESPONSIBILITY

HELPING OUR MILITARY
IN EMERGENCIES (HOME)
FUND TFR-5
Cortland County
RESOLVED New York State
Grange supports legislation
that would amend the New
York State tax law and the
New York State finance law
in relation to providing for
taxpayer gifts for the Helping
Our Military Families in
Emergencies (HOME) fund
and establishing such fund;
and be it further
RESOLVED that all unexpended, Helping Our Military
Families in Emergencies
(HOME) monies are dispersed
to current fiscal year applicants prior to the end of the
fiscal year.
911 EMERGENCY
SERVICE FEE ON TELEPHONE BILLS TFR-14
Ontario County
RESOLVED New York State
Grange supports legislation
that would require that all
monies collected from the 911
emergency service fee collected on telephone bills in a
county be allocated directly to
911 emergency services in the
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same county.
SCHOOL GARDEN FUND
TFR-25
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports the creation of the New York Farm to
School and School Garden Fund
that would allow individuals to
make a gift on their New York
State personal income tax for
such a fund. This fund would be
used to establish school gardens
and purchase equipment and educational materials to promote
student’s consumption of local
products be conducted in cooperation with the Department of Agriculture and Markets.
COMMUNICATION SERVICE
SURCHARGE IN
ONONDAGA COUNTY
TFR-31
Onondaga County
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation
that extends the authorization for
Onondaga County to charge
$0.65 per access line per month
wireline communication service
surcharge to fund the Onondaga
County Interoperable Communication System (OCICS)
until 2029.

(Continued from page 1) Master

portion, at which time we attempt to set forth the current
state of affairs, address successes and failures, and challenges
we see in the future is available
to members via email should
you wish to review it. The reports of the Secretary, Executive Committee Chairman, and
Treasurer take the hearsay out
of everything on the operational
front, and are important to our
membership.
On March 27-30, 2020 NYS
Grange will be hosting the
Northeast Leaders Conference
in the Albany area. This weekend conference is intended for
all interested Grange leaders,
not just State Grange Leadership Personnel from the seven
States. Mark your calendars
now, complete details will be
coming soon.
We would like to take this
opportunity to wish all the best
this Christmas/New Year Season has to offer. May it renew
our minds and spirits for the
year ahead.
(Continued from page 1) National Membership

In the last calendar year, we
have added three new Subordinate/Community Granges,
bringing the number of active
community Granges in Nevada
to 6. Because we have reached
this important threshold, the
membership department has begun to talk to all of the Community Granges in the state about
coming together for a day to
talk about the process of organizing a State Grange, the duties
that entails and the new responsibilities which they must then

assume. Because of the geographic challenges of the state, we believe that it would not be advisable to begin organizing a State
Grange until there are at least 10
Subordinate/Community Granges.
Hello
Grangers
my name is
Fannie
Mallette
from Newark Grange
in Wayne
County, NY. I am your new
Ceres.
I have been involved in Grange
since in my early teens. Although I was not a member until I
was married in 1977. I helped
my Aunt in Horseheads Grange
with many suppers, dances, and
set up fair booths. When I married Allan in 1977 my Aunt Lorena Whitney signed us up to join
Grange. In December of 1978
we took the four degrees, we had
been obligated in June. I was
lecture in Horseheads
Grange. We moved to Newark,
NY and became members of
Newark Grange. I was installed
as lecture a year later. I helped
set up our fair booth, and worked
in our Wayne County Grange
Food Booth. When the new
food booth was built I was involved with the interior design,
and did a lot of the painting inside and outside of the building. For fifteen years my husband and I managed the food
booth with help from many
Grangers. I had the pleasure of
attending National Grange in
Stowe, Vermont. I am currently
Lady Assistant, and assist the
treasurer. In Pomona I’m also
Lady Assistant. It is a great honor to be chosen as your Worthy
State Ceres. I look forward to
meeting new Grange friends both
near and far.

The National Grange publishes
a great magazine called “Good
Day”. This magazine has a
great deal to offer Grangers and
the general public. It is well
worth the subscription price.

UNFORTUNATLEY
This wonderful magazine may
have to be discontinued as the
subscriptions are not keeping
up with the expense. It would
be a shame if the magazine has
to stop publication as an economy measure.
CALL THE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT AT
NATIONAL GRANGE
1-888-447-2643
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Barton Snedaker
Brenda Noble
We had a good State Session and I was glad to talk
with several people. New York
received 7 awards out of 9
items sent to the Northeast Exposition. Winners are as follows: Embroidery – 2nd place
Arlene Lewis, Otsego Co.;
Plastic Canvas – 3rd place
Richard Ballard, Otsego Co.;
Counted Cross Stitch – 1st
place Cathy Stark, Dutchess
Co.; Quilted W all Hanging –
3rd place Holly Williams, Lewis Co.; Baby A fghan – 1st place
Sandra Tabor-Hunkins, Otsego
Co.; Stuffed Toy – 1st place
Cathy Stark, Dutchess Co.;
Adult Garment – 2nd place
Maryann Campbell, Otsego
Co. Congratulations to everyone! There will be some size
limitations for the Northeast
Exposition next year, which
are in the handbook. The size
limits will not be as strict for
New York judging, but keep
the size limits for Northeast
Exposition in mind in case
your entry qualifies for submission. Also, there will only
be first, second, and third, but
not a fourth place (for Northeast Exposition) next year.
There were fewer baking
entries this year: 2 Diabetic
and 17 Regular Chocolate
Jumbles. Winners are as follows: Diabetic – 1st Kelly
Frost, Jefferson Co.; 2nd Helen
Ritchey, Otsego Co. Regular –
1st Betty Wakefield, Chautauqua Co.; 2nd James Richardson, Cortland Co.; 3rd James
Roulo, Alleghany Co.; Hon.
Mention: Noel Clawson, Seneca Co.; Eileen Corcoran, Genesee Co.; Elizabeth Williams,
St. Lawrence Co.; Matthew
Horton, Steuben Co.; Martha
Babbitt, Rensselaer Co.; Elliot
Wilser, Dutchess Co.; Florence Kersmanc, Otsego Co.
We will be working towards hosting Northeast Leaders Conference in March and
the Lecturer’s/Family Activities Conference in April. More
information to come!

Jolene Pirrone
Brothers and Sisters, I am
very honored to be held in
such high esteem that you
elected me your Lecturer. I
am looking forward to promoting the program and using
the office to help struggling
Granges. Good programming
in your Grange is a great way
to get the community involved in your work and attract and retain members.
Please take a look at the Program book that your Master
or Secretary has received. It is
also posted on the website at:
https://nysgrange.org/lecture/
I know looking through it can
be intimidating, but I would
like to highlight one of the
projects for you.
See Category B in the Art
Contest – “Watercolor Set to
Music.” I had to look this one
up... Apparently, sheet music
makes a delightful canvas. I
was presenting to the Columbia County Pomona Grange
about the programs and they
jumped on this one. Apparently, they have someone
come in and do watercolor
lessons at their Grange for the
Christmas season. They liked
my suggestion for using old
hymnals as the sheet music.
We decided that a Christmas
painting on a coordinating
hymn was a great idea. And
watercolors are cheap and
easy to use. The Crayola ones
work just fine. Give it a try in
your Grange! (hint: Make
sure your tape the paper down
around the entire edge with
masking tape; it will curl.)
I would like to ask a couple of
favors. If you are on Facebook, please search for “New
York State Grange Lecturer”
and find the page that I set up.
Give it a “Like” if your
please. There is also a button
on there that reads “Sign Up”
that will take you to the new
email newsletter I created. Go
ahead and sign up for monthly (or thereabouts) updates
and suggestions, like the one
above, on how to implement
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At state session in Watertown it was brought to my attention that I had neglected to
fulfill a request from a member
in the western part of the state.
For that egregious error I am
heartily sorry. In the interim I
have sent the information requested and decided it was
probably a good topic to disseminate to all Grangers,
Granges, membership committees, Masters and the like in
this column.
There are two types of
membership (which you may
or may not know about) that
could be of interest to you and/
or your Grange. One is an Associate Membership and the
other is an Affiliate Membership. According to The Digest
(4.6.12) -” a person or business
with an interest in the advancement of agriculture and improvement of rural life may
become an Associate Member.” The procedure is provided in the By-Laws of the New
York State Grange. Associate
Members pay their dues - currently $30 - directly to NY
State Grange. This permits
them to receive The Empire
Granger and participate in other services offered by the state
Grange. It does not entitle
them to attend subordinate
meetings (although I think they
should be asked, allowed and
encouraged to), vote or hold an
office, or participate in National Grange sponsored contests.
Associate members do get the
satisfaction of supporting a
grassroots organization, at the
local level, which has been an
advocate for rural life for over
150 years and not have to attend meetings. Businesses that
become Associate Members
receive a window decal to
identify themselves as Grange
supporters. It seems only
proper that Grange members
be customers of the businesses
in return. The subordinate
Grange of which they are an
Associate Member receives
$10 of their paid dues. Contact
the state secretary for newly
revised Associate Member application forms. The state secretary also sends annual dues
notices to Associate Members.
Subordinate Grange Affiliate Membership (4.6.6 in the
Digest) is not to be confused
with Associate Membership.
This category allows a fourth
or fifth degree member to belong to more than one (but only one) subordinate or Pomona

Grange with the completion of
a simple application form
available from state Grange.
They pay dues to both Granges
but cannot hold the same office
in both Granges. Let’s say
Linda wants to be an Affiliate
Member of the Grange in the
next village. She also pays
dues to that Grange and attends
the meetings. If she is the
Overseer in her home Grange
she may not be the Overseer in
her affiliate Grange. It does
not preclude her from any other office, however. Another
stipulation is that she must be
designated an Affiliate Member on any reports made to
state or national Grange to
avoid being counted twice.
Why would she (or you) want
to do that? It is a great way to
support a Grange which may
be struggling. It could also be
a way to learn about Grange
ritual and structure if her home
Grange does not support that.
You may want to explore
these two categories of membership in your subordinate or
Pomona Grange.
An experience at state session also brought home another
idea that has been mentioned in
this column before. Do not be
afraid to ask someone to join
(your) Grange. Have an application form and any other supportive paperwork to give to
the person as you ask. it may
speed the process.
I have been asked by Worthy State Master Coye to remain as Leadership/
Membership Director and answered in the affirmative.
Please contact me with any
questions or concerns with
which I may help.
New York will be hosting
the Northeast Leadership Conference this year - watch for
more information as it becomes available.

The Grange In Action program is designed to encourage all Granges to be active
in their communities and
complete events or projects,
no matter how small. Any
Grange that does not complete the application for Distinguished Grange can participate in this program. Applications and requirements to
earn this award are on the National Grange website
www.nationalgrange.org
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Gail Chamberlain

2019 Junior Grange Craft Projects
All projects will be judged in groups as follows: Ages 5-8; 9-11; and 12-14
Birthdate as of Jan. 1
All crafts need to be labeled with Name, age, address, Junior Grange,
County
Note: Each J unior Gr ange is allowed to send a total of 15 cr aft pr ojects
to States Grange for state-level judging. Plus OJAY crafts. You may send
one for each age group for all five projects. Junior dues MUST be up to
date/currant.
Dump Cake
Using anything edible, such as fruits, nuts, chocolate chips, pie fillings, etc.,
add cake mixture as per recipe. Make a “dump cake”. Use a disposable
8x8 or 9x9 pan for judging. Include recipe.

Robert L. Yunker was
recently recognized for 75
years of membership in the
Grange, "The Order of Patrons of , Husbandry."
Robert "Bob" became a
member of Perry Grange
#1163 in 1944. He then
joined the Wyoming County
Pomona Grange, the New
York State Grange and the
National Grange. As a
Grange member, Bob served
in various offices in Perry,
Warsaw, Pomona Grange
and in Genesee Co. Pomona
Grange. He served two
years as Gate Keeper in
New York State Grange and
as Deputy State Master for Wyoming, Genesee, Orleans and Monroe Counties.
Bob represented the Grange on the Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District for 18 years. He represented Wyoming County on the NYS Association of Conservation Districts, serving as its President. Bob and his wife, Loralyn,
were coordinators for the NYS Grange Ox-Roast at the NYS Fair for 8 years. He
served on the first NYS Grange Youth Committee and attended the first Leadership School when it was held with Dairylea. He was the Executive Director of the
New York Chapter of the Land Improvement Contractors of America for 20 years.
Bob was a dairy farmer for many years until his retirement in 1987. He and
Loralyn raised five children. He is a former 4-H Leader, member of Dairymen's
League, and belongs to LaGrange Baptist Church.
Bob recently reached his 90th birthday and resides at Wyoming County Skilled
Nursing Facility.-By MJ Halstead

JUDGING: Flavor – 40% Appearance – 30% Texture – 30%
(Variety of) Wood Craft
Using your imagination, make a craft from wood. Use one or many
pieces and or varieties of wood such as wood scraps, wooden
spools, craft sticks, dowels, wood beads, etc. May be glued or
nailed together. May be finished or decorated including paint,
markers, etc. Size not to exceed 14”x14”x 14”
JUDGING: Creativity – 40% Workmanship – 30% Appearance – 30%
Recycled Jean Craft
Using recycled “jean” material, make a craft such as a potholder, book cover, purse, pet toy, pillow, etc. Maybe decorated in any manner using any
medium. Size not to exceed 12”x12”x12”
JUDGING: Creativity –40%

Workmanship – 30% Appearance – 30%
Rabbit Craft

Make a Rabbit out of any materials such as a sock, fabric, pipe cleaners,
Styrofoam, paper, beads, yarn, buttons, pomp oms, etc. Maybe decorated in
any way, using any medium. The completed size not to exceed 10” x 10” x
10”
JUDGING: Creativity – 40% Workmanship – 30% Appearance –30%
Styrofoam Ball Creation
Starting with a 2” or 3” diameter ball, decorate ball for any holiday or season. May decorate in any manner by using cloth, beads, ribbon, balls, eyes,
glitter, etc. May have a hanger or be free standing.
JUDGING: Creativity – 30% Workmanship – 40% Appearance – 30%
* OJAY (Older Junior and Youth) Project
Older Junior Grange member (age 10-14) as well as Youth members up to
the age of 18 may enter an item such as a scrapbook, banner, poster, report,
craft, digital photography, needle-point, wood, sewing etc. Item must have
been completed in the past year. May be folded/compacted and able to fit in
a 12”x12”x12” space for ease of transport and display. All entries will be
judged at State Grange session.
JUDGING: Creativity – 30% Workmanship – 40% Appearance – 30%

'Grange baby' looks back at what organization means for next generation
BY LEXIE SUING (Oregon) Communication

Fellow

Most people know the Grange for being involved in agriculture,
community service or "That one thing that we go to every year':
For me, it's so much more than that. The rituals, symbols and skills

Sandy Creek Grange has been involved with several activities at
the Sandy Creek Fairgrounds and the Oswego County Fairgrounds.
The first was a “bike rally” at the Sandy Creek Fairgrounds. The
participants made a ride around Oswego County and then back to
the fairgrounds. It was a warm day and the breakfast and fluids
were greatly appreciated.
The next event was the 4-H horse competition also at the Sandy
Creek Fairgrounds. Competitors took place in the events and also
stayed overnight. The Grange provided meals for those competing.
All seemed to have a good time with the competition and seeing
friendly faces. It was a wonderful weekend with families, horses,
ribbons and trophies.
The third event was the 17th annual Oswego County Progressive
Agriculture Safety Day at the Oswego County Fairgrounds. The
event was coordinated by the Cornell Cooperative Extension as
well as the Farm Bureau and Sandy Creek Grange. Over the past
17 years we have seen approximately 7500 students through our
safety day. This year ther were 202 children. Thank you to Cazenovia Equipment for bringing equipment for the show.
Statistics show that every three days a child dies in an agriculture related incident. Every day at leat 38 children are injured in
agriculture related incidents. Sadly a 12 year old girl was killed in a
tractor accident recently.
that I have learned as a Granger have helped shape me into the person that I am today. Everyone has heard the story; "What's so important about the Grange? It's so old, it doesn't apply to anything
now" I wish more people outside of Grange would realize that the
skills that you learn are more relevant than ever.
A little background about me. I am what some people call a
"Grange Baby.' Basically I've been in the Grange my entire. I cannot recall a time in my life that I wasn't doing anything with the
Grange. The longer I’ve been a part of this amazing Organization,
the more I see the things I would not have learned/done without the
influence the Grange.
In my early years of Juniors, everybody was so welcoming and
wanted us all to feel included in all we did We did community service projects, games, and practiced all our parts for opening session.
Many of the Grangers that I grew up with are still heavily involved.
They are also some of my best friends.
One of the Presidents that I looked up to was John Fine. He
knew how things needed to be done and seemed to always be busy.
But he always had time to volunteer to help the Juniors. He put in
so much fun with something that would affect us for the rest of our
Grange lives. We practiced our lines every day before we put on the
Junior degree at Oregon State Session. We also practiced very hard
on our marches. But our mentors made it so much fun to learn. I
remember we had contests to see who could remember their lines
first. Some of us went so far as to memorize everybody's lines; me.
And there was John, encouraging and applauding us for the great
job we were doing.
When the day came that we had to put on Degree, we would
(Continued on page 10)
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Stephen C. Coye, Master

amyk@co.steubem.ny.us

100 Grange Place

Sherri Taft

Cortland, NY 13045

Ryan Orton

607-756-7553

Camp Directors

E-Mail Steve@nysGrange.org

kidsbreak1@yahoo.com

Roger Halbert, Secretary

rorton808@yahoo.com

State Secretary
83 Spring Street, PO Box 321
Gilbertsville, NY 13776
607-783-2691
rhalbert1@stny.rr.com
Jolene Pirone, Lecturer
PO Box 69
East Chatham, NY
518-929-1279
jolene@advancedwebdesign.com
Cindy Benson Pollard
Legislative Director
401 Charles Avenue, Syracuse, NY
13209
315-413-9335
Cbenson 81@msn.com
Virginia L. Conner, Chaplain
918 Bartnick Road
Genoa, NY 13071
315-364-5516
vlconner48@yahoo.com
Brenda Noble, Family Activities
7973 Telephone Road
LeRoy, NY 14482
585-768-6632
Barton Snedaker
Leadership Membership
5404 St. Hwy 23
Norwich, NY 13815
shrngnol@roadrunner.com
Sherri Taft
Community Involvement
12544 Ira Station Road
Cato, NY 13033
kidsbreak1@yahoo.com
Kathleen (Katie) Fallon
Youth
6042 SR 82
Stanfordville, NY 12581
845-663-7778
kathleenef889@gmail.com
Carl Bullock, Sports
15 OK Street
McGraw, NY 13101
607-836-7647
retmassgt@hotmail.com
Carol Bailey, Historian
3033 Middle Sodus Road
Lyons, NY 14489
315-946-4379
Gail Chamberlain Jr. Director
3627 Co. Rte. 21
Whitehall, NY 12887
518-499-1028
gchamberlainhome@excite.com
Amy Knowles
NYS Fair
Grange Building Superintendent
5315 Middle Road
Bath NY 14810
607-776-2038

Albany Co.
Ravena #1457
George McHugh
Kimberly Sands
Chautauqua Co.
Fredonia #1
Jill Wiltsie
Ross #305
Tom Baire
Villenova #604
Ralph Nash Jr.
Terri Smith
Haley Wawrzyniak
Chemung Co.
Veteran #1108
Gloria Campbell
Scott McGrain
Chenango Co.
Oxford #894
Mary Anderson
Columbia Co.
Copake #935
Jutith Church
Bruce Darling
Jacqueline Fallon
Seth Fallon
Patricia Green
Harry Hussey
Jeffrey Judd
Zita Kobos
Cecele Kraus
Lindsay Lebrecht
Lois Lovisolo
Jeb Luchow
Sharon Luchow
Jim Mackin
Joan Sachs
Susan Vaughn
Cortland Co.
Cuyler #449
Joline Harlow
Dutchess Co.
Stanford #808
Julian Couse
Claudia DeBellis
Frank Pepe
Freedom Plains #857
Alice Holzmann
Jaclyn Holzmann
Rhinebeck #896
Julia Boomer
Kevin Curry
Marie Dynes
Suzanne Holzberg
Yorktown #862
Matthew Manacher
Jon Prett
AnnMarie Sasso
James Sasso
James Sasso Jr.
Eric Teves
Fulton Co.
Perthshire #1445
Daniel Mead
Rev. Donald Washburn
Genesee Co.
Elba #783
Andrew Corcoran

The Colonel Harper Grange #1508 held an awards ceremony
during their regular meeting.
NewYork State Grange Leadership – Membership director
Barton Snedaker presented pins
and certificates to 9 new members, 8 -25 year Silver Star recipients, 10 - 40 year members, and
1 - 50 year Golden Sheaf member.
Mr. Snedaker also
presented a program
on the meaning of being a Granger.
Photo Left: Members
of Colonel Harper
Grange

Eileen Corcoran
Anna Roth
Oswego Co.
Ricard #993
Eugene Raymo
Otsego Co.
Pierstown #793
Carolyn Hopper
William Richtsmeier
Saratoga Co.
Corinth #823
Jeane Brennan
Milton #685
Nathan Kemmerling

Katie Fallon
These past few months has
provided me with the foundation to continue my grange
career as I finished my year as
National Grange Young Patron. It has been my honor to
represent the state of New
York this past year as I traveled the country and learned
so many new things and potential ideas to bring back to
our Granges. I am honored to
have been appointed as the
State youth director since Paula and Elaine have retired.
They left huge shoes to fill but
I am confident that they have
instilled the tools and resources in me to take this new
position. I am very happy to
serve my first year as director
with Emily Shoop, Christian
Taft and Britany Mercado on
the Youth Committee.
New York youth were very
well represented at National
Grange this year in Bloomington, Minnesota and participat-

ed in many Youth activities at
National Grange. Elliot
Wilser, Sasha Secor and Ayden Slominski, Dutchess
County, did an excellent job
as Youth Lecturer, Flora and
Executive Committee in the
Youth opening on Friday
morning. Ryan Orton was surprised as he won the Award
for Grange youth community
service, an award he was
nominated for by one of his
peers and he sure was surprised. Ayden Slominski also
placed first in the novice division of the code reading contest. We received the Distinguished Youth Program
Award for NYS Grange at the
G.R.O.W. Club Banquet. On
Friday evening, we were
proud to have Elliot in the
show playing his euphonium
as part of the Evening of Excellence. The Parli-Pro Team
competition was held Saturday morning. We placed second and our ParliPro Team
was Ryan Orton, Katie Fallon,
Sasha Secor, Elliot Wilser,
Matthew Horton and Ayden
Slominski. Grange Baseball
was next with Matthew Horton and Elliot Wilser competing against several others.
Matthew Horton came in second place and surprised the
crowd with how many homerun questions he could answer. Elliot Wilser from
Dutchess County received his
Seventh Degree that afternoon
and was in awe with the
meaning and how he felt everything finally came full circle. The youth attending National Grange said one of their
favorite things was the tour of
the Oliver Hudson Kelly farm
and their community service
project afterwards at Feed my
Starving Children. Our youth
activities at State Grange in
Watertown included attending
the opening of the State
Grange session Saturday
(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7) Youth

morning and seeing Sister
Betsy Huber, who always has
words of wisdom. Saturday afternoon the Youth were able to
experience the process of making apple cider at the Burrville
Cider Mill and then see the
Flower Memorial Library later
that afternoon. Katie Fallon
was the Youth Master for Sunday morning’s youth opening
and Elliot Wilser was elected
by the youth as Youth Master
for this upcoming year. Great
job by all the youth!
The Fall Youth Leadership
Weekend was hosted by North
Cameron Grange in Steuben
County, September 27- 29th.
Friday evening consisted of
registration, games and of
course snacks. On Saturday,
our day included practicing the
drill for State Opening and all
the youth were very happy that
this year’s AS Elliot Wilser had
the whole drill done, which
means less practice at State
Session. Later that afternoon
the youth went to the Mud
Creek Bison ranch where they
feed the bison and scouted the
lose fur that would later be woven into yarn. After lunch at
Paula’s, they youth went to the
NY Bath Fish Hatchery and
were given a tour and breakdown of the whole process.
That Evening Katie Fallon led a
workshop about the dangers of
posting on Social Media and
the repercussions that you can
face in your lifetime if you are
not careful. The rest of the
evening the youth enjoyed fellowship and food is always present, because as grangers we all
love food. Sunday morning before departure they attended
Pastor Ruthies worship service
at Kanona Methodist Church.
Their weekend was ended with
a view at the Mossy Bank Park.
We are grateful to the North
Cameron Grange members for
their generous hospitality. Our
Winter Youth Weekend will be
held at Fredonia Grange on January 17-19, 2019. Check NYS
Grange Youth on Face Book or
email for the schedule later in
December. Email Kathleenef889@gmail.com to be
added to the email list or call

Pleasant
Valley
Grange received their
certificate
for reaching
100 years of
service to
the GrangeLeft to Right Margaret Williams (Steward) Bruce Tanner
(Master) Roland Shea Sr. (Overseer) Joanne Shea Secretary) Esther Tanner (Treasurer)

Susan Drake
was born and
raised in Union,
New Jersey. She
graduated from
Union High
School and attended Mt. Holyoke College. Her family
spent summers in
Cooperstown,
which is where
Susan met and
married Donald Drake. They lived in Roseboom, NY, where Susan still lives, and raised
three sons, John (Lisa), Tom (Laurie) and Michael (Beth). Susan has four grandsons and one
granddaughter. She recently lost her husband,
Don, in January after several years of declining
health. Susan worked at Clara Welch Thanksgiving Home as an Activities Director for 13
years and also spent several years at the Farmers’ Museum, providing guided tours to schoolaged children.
Susan joined the Pierstown Grange when she
was 14 years old, creating her first exhibit about
that year’s theme “Golden Hours”. Over the
years, Susan has served as Lecturer, Master,
Treasurer and Secretary of the Pierstown
Grange; Youth Committee, Family Activities
Chair, Lecturer and Secretary of the Otsego
County Pomona Grange; and Ceres, Lecturer,
Youth Director and Co-Chair with Don of the
Hosting Committee for the National Session at
Syracuse. Over the years, Susan has served on
the Otsego County Dairy Princess Committee
and the Cornell Cooperative Extension
Board. She was the Grange representative for
the Otsego County Soil and Water Board and the
Director of the Otsego County Fair Board. She
also served on the Otsego County Patrons Fire
Relief Company for over 20 years as a Director
and Secretary/Treasurer. Susan has been the Director, Secretary and President of the Women’s
Club of Cooperstown and has been the Treasurer
of the Roseboom Methodist Church for over 25
years. She was also one of the founding Board
of Directors for the Cherry Valley-Springfield
Endowment Foundation for Educational Excellence and has served as Chairperson and Secretary. Sue and Don supported the Glimmerglass
Festival in many ways over the years. Sue has
been a Board member of the Opera Guild, has
served as an usher at the opera house, donated
housing to the opera, and was well-known for
preparing delicious dishes for the opera cast and
crew. Beyond volunteering for various organizations, Sue is also eager to help out her neighbors
such as preparing meals for a neighbor recently
home from the hospital and helping out whenever needed. In her cheerful, unflappable work
with the Pierstown Grange and other organizations, Sue has helped to build community, support the musical arts and improve the health of
the environment.

Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social and Fundraiser at
Copake Grange #935
In 1903, Copake’s Grange Hall was brand new,
built in a style that was straightforward, unpretentious, yet impressive--much like the Grangers who
constructed it. They celebrated their accomplishment in September of that year with a grand dedication ceremony and party. “Copake Grangers are
royal entertainers,” the local newspaper reported, a
well-earned description, given that they hosted a
dinner for 250 people.
Not unsurprisingly, Copake Grangers are much
the same today. On September 14, 2019, the
Grange Hall was again filled with the joy and excitement of an old-fashioned Ice Cream Social and
Square Dance fundraising evening. With membership in the Copake Grange approaching 100
and numerous guests, there was hardly a seat to be
had in the theater space, and the dance floor was
delightfully crowded. An energetic square dance
caller, Suzi Myers Tipa, got people swinging their
partners and do-si-do-ing, finishing off the evening with a Virginia Reel. There were also games
to play--Guess the Number of Pennies had people
trying to figure out how many pennies were in a
large glass jar, and there were a few rounds of the
newly-invented #935 Bingo. Fabulous stuffed animals went to the lucky and happy winners. Ice
cream in several flavors with sweet toppings was
served up and savored throughout the evening.
Fun and fundraising went hand in hand. The
proceeds from the evening’s event totaled nearly
$9,000, which puts today’s Grangers ahead of
their predecessors. The minutes from the September 14, 1903 meeting reported that they had raised
$231.29 at their Ice Cream Social. In today’s dollars that would be $6,743.10 - quite a hefty sum,
at that. Funds raised will go toward much needed
repairs of the historic Grange building.

Mrs. Rowe's class pictured with Elementary
Principal Mr. Snider
and Grange member
Norm Ritchey who presented dictionaries to
the students
Mrs. Wagner's class

Mrs Anderson with
class and Norman
Ritchey , Grange
member
UNATEGO ELEMENTARY THIRD GRADERS
RECEIVE DICTIONARIES-Sixty three dictionaries were presented by the Butternut Valley Grange
of Gilbertsville on Monday, November 18. The dictionaries will be used in the classrooms of Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Wagner and Mrs. Rowe during the
year. The Grange has been sponsoring the community service project since 2004.
BUTTERNUT VALLEY GRANGERS HELP
WITH PLASTIC FILM RECYCLING PROGRAMGilbertsville Mount Upton School is competing in
the Recycling Challenge through the Otsego County
(Continued on page 9)
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Kirkland Junior Grange
of Redwood, NY was
invited to present the
Junior Grange Opening
and Closing exercise at
the NYS Grange annual
meeting in Watertown
on October 27th . The
PictureAbove
Juniors started with a marchFirst row: Master-Steven Frost, Sec- ing drill that included the
retary -Jensen Gardner, Lady Assis- seating of their officers. Aftant ter Opening the meeting and
Steward -Kaitlyn White, Treasurer - presenting the American
Carter Croucher, Gatekeeper flag, the Junior Lecturer inVivian
vited the Junior Camp DirecGardner, Executive Committee
tors, Ryan Orton and Sherri
Member-Mazlon Fuchs.
Taft to give the Junior
Second row: Leader -Karen Wilcox, Grange Camp report. It was
Chaplain -Emilee White, Overseer - followed by some of the JunCaden
ior campers singing a camp
Slate, Flag Bearer -Macenzie Tedsong that they had learned at
ford, Assistant Steward -Nathan
camp.
Frost, Steward
To introduce the National
-Jon Slate, Executive Committee
Junior Grange theme
Member -Wyatt Fuchs, and Lecturer "Heroes in Training Since
-Alyvia
1888", 5 adult Grangers were
Fuchs. Kelly Frost served as pianist. questioned about "If they
could have any super power,
what would it be and why?" Some of the responses were stop bullying, do away with hunger, and bring peace to our world.
Miss Fire Prevention, Emilie White, her court-Brody Beckwith,
Nathan Frost, Steven Frost and Kaitlyn White and Director, Jennifer Frost all of Redwood, NY, whose goal is to educate people
about how to prevent fires, gave tips on how to
prevent fires.
The meeting was closed. The Juniors viewed the winning Junior
Grange craft projects from across our state and then were treated to a
pizza party.

Young adults in Grange sometimes struggle to find place in Order
BY KATIE FALLON 2019 Outstanding Young Patron (NY)

When we were Juniors, running around the hall, pronouncing
words wrong, or being so scared we cried, older members still
loved us. We were sometimes sassy, or unpredictable, or just plain
moody youth, we were still supported because we were the future
of the Grange! We had all eyes on us, as we would someday become officers and wear the sashes that you've protected for so long.
We grew up, and started going to college, we started our careers,
and now families. We still want to take our turn to don the regalia
and protect the emblems of our Order. However, we’re instead
stuck in this awkward middle spot where we've started to be overshadowed by the next adorable generation and still looking forward
to you, our more experienced generation, for guidance in our lives
and in the Grange. We felt like we could do or be anyone or anything we wanted to, thanks largely in part to your support.
Some of us have been fortunate enough to be elected into offices
on all levels. Some were pushed into it due to declining membership, others are still too afraid to speak up when they want a chance
to lead. We find our place where we can, including with the Juniors
to keep them entertained and teach them about the Grange, and the
youth, preparing them for life in ways we never were.
I myself have been fortunate enough to be a mentor to many
youth. I voice my concerns and opinions, and just ask for a chance.
For four years I filled in the office of a member who preferred to be
on a bowling league rather than attend meetings. I'm not one to slip
into the shadows, I work hard every day to prove that I can do
more. Some young adults are afraid to speak up, as they think they
might say or do the wrong thing, or feel as though since they are no
longer kids, it's inappropriate to continue asking for help. Don't give
up on us just because were getting older.
Change can be scary; and it can be hard to pass on responsibility
to people who are sometimes still viewed as children. Together, we
can bridge the gap and continue to grow an organization we all
love. Remember, we are here because we want to be productive citizens.

Conservation Association. Members of the
Grange also became involved by collecting and
making a donation to
Owen Pitcher a Kindergarten student who’s
Grandparents are members of the Grange. On
Monday, March 11 a
donation was presented
to Owen pictured in front with items collected. Grangers pictured
are left to right, Valerie Haynes, Norm Eastwood, Norman
Ritchey, Glenn Foster, Laura Palada and Roger Halbert. The program ends on April 1 and items can be dropped off at the GMU
School designated for Owen or other students you wish to support
for the competition.

In other words, be kind
BY ANN BERCHER
Minnesota State Grange Master and Senior Communication Fellow
The degree work, written so long ago, that sets the tone for our
meetings and reflects our love of nature, agriculture and fellowship with one another, is still relevant today. Those words, over
100 years old, may hold different meanings based on how our culture has changed, but the essence of the charges are still valid.
My favorite charge is in the closing of the fourth degree in
which we are reminded not to forget the precepts of our order.
What are precepts? Precepts, or principles, are intended to regulate
our thought or behavior. We can choose to follow them or not. As
good patrons, we get to monitor ourselves as we mingle with the
world.
We are directed to add dignity to labor. That is, we bring selfrespect, poise, and pride to our interactions with others. Whether
they are clerks in grocery stores, bill collectors, young excited
children, nagging parents, ornery neighbors, people that don't look
like us, people that don't agree with us, or people that don't sound
like us, we are to be decent people with all of our contacts, in transactions, communications, connections' and relationships. We need to
be honest (truthful, authentic, direct, open, sincere, straightforward), be just (fair, impartial, objective, unbiased, unprejudiced,
even-handed) and fear not (be brave with the integrity of our behaviors.)
We must avoid intemperance (self-indulgence, overindulgence,
excess, gluttony, greed, hedonism,) in eating, drinking, and language, but also in work and recreation, and whatever we do, strive
to do well What? Temperance in work? We need to ask the question, "why do I work?" I love it. I need to make money. I have so
much responsibility. It makes me feel important. It keeps me away
from other things that I am avoiding. Taking time to rest, from
work or from play, gives us time to take care of ourselves, our
families, and our friends. Perhaps it helps us to be less competitive
and less self-serving when we do things that don't require malting
money.
We are directed to be quiet (soft, discreet, unobtrusive), peaceful citizens (still, tranquil, uninterrupted, serene, calm, halcyon),
feeding the hungry, (of food, spirit, or community). Why should
we be quiet? In order for us to communicate and participate, we
need to listen before we respond. It doesn't say "be quiet", it suggests a respectful voice when mingling in the world. Listening
helps us to discover solutions.
We are to help the fatherless and the widows. There are ways to
do this without writing a check. Think about nursing homes, social
service group homes, or other social service agencies. Drop by for
a visit, mow the lawn for a shut-in, stop by to say hello, volunteer
some time to read or play games, or just listen. All ages appreciate
the gift of some time to be listened to.
We are to keep ourselves unspotted (unstained, clean, unblemished, immaculate, spotless) from the world. Today, more than ever, we have some ugly rhetoric, insensitive words and behaviors
that appear to be much too common in our daily conversations and
media outlets. We can choose to follow these precepts, to be less
cynical, to display a high character, commit to these principles,
and display a sincere concern for others in our community.
In other words, just be kind.
"Being positive doesn't mean you don't ever have negative thoughts. It
just means you don't let those thoughts control your life," Prince Ea
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(Continued from page 6) Lexie Suing

march in to our song we picked, stand proudly when we said our lines
without a book and just seeing everyone smile at our performance.
While we all thought it was fun, I don't think we realized how it would
help us later in life. And it's all thanks to people who came to make
something they do all the time into something we wanted to do. Without people like John and many others, I wouldn't have been as inspired to want to help others.
As I got older in The Grange, we were encouraged to participate in
public speaking and the Talent show. Unfortunately, that was also the
point in my life when people outside of Grange changed too. I didn't
have a whole lot of friends, so I started reverting back to being quiet
and shy. I also never have believed in hurting others. Therefore, it's
logical that people would want to hurt me. I guess I was just an easy
target. Maybe it's because they knew I’d never do anything back. I
always looked forward to Grange. It was a break from all the horrible
things that were going on.
In my normal everyday life, I was bullied. At school, because I
refused to bully others, I would get physically and emotionally
abused At home, I wasn't the little sibling that my older sister wanted.
Still, I never did it to others. My parents never believed me; convinced I was lying. For a long time, I felt like I was truly alone.
During my later years in Juniors, some of the mentors noticed that I
would sit off by myself. I didn't think anybody wanted to talk to me.
They encouraged me to do the talent show. They wanted me to feel
welcome and wanted me to show others who I was. I was very nervous my first couple times. It was strange at first when people come
up to me and tell how beautifully I sang. Or how wonderful a variety
act that I performed. It's the positivity that I so desperately needed.
My confidence was building and I was feeling more comfortable with
myself.
When I started doing public speaking, it helped develop the way I
approach people and how to actively engage and listen to others.
Eventually, I got to the point of being comfortable in my own skin
and being friendly to everyone. So now, if I see anybody sitting off
by themselves,
I will be the first one to come and talk to you. I
don't ever want anybody go through what I went through.
The Grange to me is more than just a Community service organization. It's more than a voice of agriculture. It saved me because of all
the wonderful people that I felt really cared about me. I want to give
what so many in the Grange have given me a place to call home. My
hope is that other people will see how much the Grange can help you
become who you are and who you want to become.

Gilbertsville Mount Upton School is competing in the Recycling
Challenge through the Otsego County Conservation Association.
Members
of the
Grange
also became involved by
collecting
and making a donation to
Owen
Pitcher a
Kindergarten
student
who’s
Grandparents are
members
of the
Grange. On Monday, March 11 a donation was presented to Owen
pictured in front with items collected. Grangers pictured are left to
right, Valerie Haynes, Norm Eastwood, Norman Ritchey, Glenn Foster, Laura Palada and Roger Halbert. The program ends on April 1
and items can be dropped off at the GMU School designated for Owen or other students you wish to support for the competition.

The New York State
Grange is involved at
Empire Farm Days.
This event is a large
show of Agriculture
Equipment and supplies. It has been held
in Seneca Fall NY for
the last several years.
Originally is was an
activity of the New York
Potato Club demonstrating the harvesting of potatoes. The Potato Club
is now one of the sponsors of the event along
with several others.
The Grange has a family area where people can

because of its affiliation with the
Council of Agricultural Organizations also attend a
luncheon where
scholarships and
awards are granted
to those involved
in agriculture.
One of the largest
awards is given
for Conservation
Stewardship.
County Soil and
Water Conservation organizations
work hard to promote good soil
and water conservation with farmers. They submit
an application and

come in and rest out of
the weather. There are
daily demonstrations as
well as displays. The
photos here show some
of the demonstrations.
The State Grange also
has a display that tells
about the Grange.
The State Grange,

the best involvement is given the
award.
The commissionaer of Agriculture
for New York State
attends as well as
legislators and representative ffom
other agriculture
groups.
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The National Grange Session was held in Minnesota this year.
The Grange determines its legislative policy, gives its awards, reports
on the state of the Grange and confers the highest degree of the order.
New York sent as its delegates State Grange Master and Sharon
Croucher. Worthy Master Coye also serves as a member of the National Grange Executive Committee and Bruce Croucher serves as the
High Priest of Demeter. We were also pleased to have several other
members from New York that attended.
We were also pleased to welcome Adyn Slominsky, Eliot Wilser
and Sasha Secor who served as Youth Officers during the session.
Eliot Wilser was the New York State Grange representative in the
Evening of Excellence.
Adyn, Sasha
and Eliot with
Worthy Master
Stephen C.
Coye

Adyn, Sasha
and Eliot with
High Priest of
Demeter Bruce
Croucher

Ryan rton receive
a special award
from National
Grange Community Service Director
Pete Pomper and
National Grange
Youth Director
Mandy Bostwick

A very poignant time at the National Session is the presentation of Quilts of Valor to Grange members that have served in
the Armed Forces. These veterans are honored for their service
to our country by receiving a specially designed quilt using red,
white and blue.
The National Grange Lecturer and representatives from the
Quilts of Valor organization from Minnesota presented the
quilts.

The New York State Grange Session was held in Watertown
this year. Delegates from across the state gathered to develop land
review legislative for New York State Grange. The list of new policies are listed in and earlier part of this paper. The State Grange
also presents awards and reports on the condition of its Granges.
This year the Master of the National Grange was our guest.
This also an opportunity to witness the 6th degree of the order,
and the installation of officers. There are also speakers and entertainment. The President of the New York State FFA and the State
Dairy Princess attended and gave remarks. The Grange was also
able to witness the South Jefferson FFA group do and exhibition of
Parliamentary Procedure. following are several photos of the happenings at the session courtesy of Anna Ritchey.
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Grange Camp was held July 21 – 26, 2019, at Camp Wyomoco in Wyoming County. Fifteen campers and seven staff members from
around the state attended camp. The mornings were filled with Leadership, Crafts, and Outdoor Skills and Our Living Environment classes. The campers had the choice to do different activities in the afternoons. The choices were: swimming, fishing, sports/recreation
(hiking, archery, kickball, gaga ball), horseback riding, baking, and rocketry. The evening had time for skit practice, drill practice, and the
annual Grange Camp Dance. Each night ended with a campfire before the campers went to bed. It was a busy week and everyone had a
great time!
Many awards were given out on Friday afternoon to the campers. The Campership Awards were given to Madison Van Skiver
(Steuben County) and Wyatt Fuchs (Wayne County) as these two have shown growth through the years and were excellent helpers all
week at camp. These two campers will be able to attend camp for free next summer. Congratulations Madison and Wyatt!
Camp for 2020 is in the planning stages. Information will be sent out as soon as details are finalized. Our goal is to have the information
in the mail by mid-February. We hope to see more campers next summer!

The New York State Fair gives the New York State Grange great opportunities to tell its story. The
Grange exhibit area is in the end of the
poultry building along with the State Fair
Museum. There are display areas for different segments of the Grange to tell fairgoers
about their particular events. There is also a
stage where entertainment takes place several
times during each day. On Grange day, the
New York State Grange has the opportunity to
have participants of the State Grange talent
show appear. The Grange also has a float in the
Dairy Day Parade.
Photo above is entrance to Grange Exhibits
Photo Below is the Grange “Ye Olde Ox Roast”
Photo above is the
Grange Parade Float
Photo on left is one of
the entertainments that
occurs at the Grange
exhibit building.
There are also several
groups that come back
year after year to
demonstrate clogging.

