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The Pandemic Fallout
The second decade of the 21st
century has turned out to be one
like no one could have imagined.
Life as we have known it pretty
much came to a halt. Even those
deemed as essential service providers were not unaffected, as
their jobs were a lot different in
many respects than they were
previously. Most all activities
that took place outside the home,
be they organizational, social, or
recreational, disappeared. Basic
activities like shopping became
stressful events due to in store
restrictions, barriers, inconsideration by others, and reduced
availability of desired items. In
many areas Grange activities all
but ceased, especially among
those with a significant percentage of active members in the “at
risk” category.
The activities of the New
York State Grange have not escaped the tentacles of COVID as
well. As most of this situation
has been uncharted territory, we
have suspended/cancelled state
sponsored events on an as needed basis, as opposed to one fell
swoop continuing until a fixed
distant time. This was intentional, as no one has any idea how
long the virus will hang around,
if it will lose its strength, if there
will be future waves, etc., and
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we continue to be hopeful that
at least some activities/events
can be salvaged.
The most complicated and to
my mind unfortunate change
we have had to make this year
is in relation to our Annual Session. As it is always in our best
interests to put the health and
safety of our members first, and
given the unknowns ahead of
us, we have radically altered
the configuration of the 2020
Session. I guess one might say
that perilous times call for unprecedented changes. It is our
hope and desire that this is a
one-time situation. Probably the
hardest aspect of this has been
to tell people that look forward
to attending and helping to
shape the future of the organization, or work all year in various responsibilities that they
have volunteered to do for the
State Grange, as well as fellowship with other Grangers that
they rarely see, that they can’t
attend. This year’s Session will
consist of the elected State Officers, and one Delegate-atLarge from each Pomona configuration. Spouses are being
encouraged not to attend if at
all possible. In addition, Delegates are being given the opportunity to either attend in person
or via ZOOM teleconference.
The idea is to keep the physical
attendance in the room to as
close to fifty persons as possible.
The Session will be October
23-24, at State Headquarters in
Cortland, with the schedule to
be confirmed at a later date. It
is not possible for us just to
cancel the Session, for as we
are a legal corporation it will be
necessary for us to adopt a
budget and elect officers with
expiring terms. We will be doing a few other things that are
expedient, if not absolutely necessary, as we will have another
Grange year ahead of us for
which we wish to be prepared.
We are happy to report that the
Corning Radisson has agreed to
move our scheduled Session
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Statement Opposing Racism and Inequity
The National Grange unequivocally opposes racism. The voices of
Grange members across our country join those who cry out in sorrow
for the lives lost to racist actions, for the divisions racism has cleaved
between us and for the inequality that racism has spawned across our
beloved nation.
Since our founding in 1867, we have lived by our motto, “In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” We have
always welcomed and invited people of all races, creeds, religions
and nationalities into our membership. We have asked none to join us
who cannot see good in their fellow beings, who are willing to put to
work their generous hearts and open hands to raise all their neighbors
and communities.
Our Grange founders provided us a Declaration of Purposes for our
organization that addressed a need for unity and civil discourse: "We
shall constantly strive to secure harmony, good will, and brotherhood… We shall earnestly endeavor to suppress personal, local, sectional, and national prejudices… We desire a proper equality, and
fairness; protection for the weak; restraint upon the strong; in short,
justly distributed power.” These words still guide us today.
One does not merely join the Grange, but lives by the principles of
faith, hope, charity and fidelity and loving their neighbor as themselves.
We have a deep commitment to the freedoms of speech, expression
and peaceful protest enshrined in our Constitution for all people. The
Grange’s Declaration of Purposes also teaches us that "...difference of
opinion is no crime. Progress toward truth is made by differences of
opinion, while the fault lies in the bitterness of the controversy." Therefore we urge everyone to exercise their individual rights of
expression in a civil and respectful manner. Each day, law enforcement officers must uphold the law equally while exercising good
judgment and compassion.
Just as we do in each of our meetings, we must meet the peaceful expressions of various opinions with open ears and open hearts.
In this time of social unrest and anxiety, Grange members renew our
pledge to combat prejudice and racism and will continue to strive to
do better. We continue our 153-year-old tradition of welcoming all to
our membership, building an inclusive family fraternity and providing
our communities with a place for civil discussion and proactive, positive change.
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Information, Junior Grange
Historian

Pg. 6

National News

Pg. 7

Eureka Grange Grant

Pg. 8

Application

Support Junior Grange

There are significant changes to the
Annual State Grange Session for 2020.
Please carefully read the Master’s
column for details.
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Sherri Taft

Roger Halbert

Cindy Benson-Pollard
Summer is finally here.
However, it is not going to be a
normal summer. We must be
aware of our surroundings; social distancing is the new in
phrase we all are using. COVID
-19 has impacted our lives in
more than one way.
The lasting impact of this
pandemic will affect all of us for
some time to come. It is causing us to take a look at everything we do. This is especially
true with our Grange activities.
As I write this article, the state
is slowly starting to restart.
Here in central New York, we
have just begun Phase I of the
restart. By the time you read
this, we, hopefully, will be in
Phase II.
Legislatively, things are very
quiet. The state legislature has
not met in session since midMarch. We are not sure when
they will start meeting in session again. Be assured, they
will be back in session sometime this summer. When they
do, there will be a flurry of activity to get things done so that
they can return home to campaign as this will be a full election year. Please watch your
email for legislative blasts so
that we can mobilize and act on
legislation in a timely manner.
With this quiet time, now is a
good time to review our policy
handbook. It is good to take
time to really familiarize yourself with our current policies.
This will help you to communicate our position to others more
effectively and help you when
writing resolutions to update our
policies.
As of this time, I am not sure
if we will be able to hold our
annual legislative day in September. No one can predict
where we will be in the phase-in
restart of the state. I will be
making the decision with the
State Master sometime prior to
July 1st. Please watch this article and mailings for further updates.
Please do not let your legislative work fall by the wayside
while we wait to meet again.
Now is a good time to work on
resolutions and make plans to
let others know about the
Grange and our policies. If you
need help, please let me know.
I am always here to lend a hand.

As times are very different
right now due to the coronavirus, many things have
changed to keep everyone as
safe as possible. One change
for New York State Grangers is
the way that Community Service reports will be accepted
for 2020. I know that many
Granges are doing community
service projects right now to
help out their communities during this pandemic and those
projects should be shared with
fellow Grangers. In order to
help reduce the chance of
spreading the virus, I am asking
that Granges submit their reports to me via email or on a
flash drive. This way, the judges can safely look at and judge
the reports without having to
worry about their safety and the
safety of their families. Also,
the winning report needs to be
sent to National Grange electronically as they will be
judged prior to National Grange
Session. If you are unable to
send me your report electronically or on a flash drive, please
send a self-addressed stamped
envelope so I can return it to
you after the judging. If you
have any questions, feel free to
contact me at (315)380-2294
(call or text) or email at
kidsbreak1@yahoo.com.

Sherri Taft
Ryan Orton
Grange Camp 2020 has
been cancelled this year due to
the coronavirus. We are still
accepting donations for the
camping program. If you or
your Grange are able to send a
donation, please mail it to:
New York State Grange, 100
Grange Place, Cortland, New
York 13045 and write Grange
Camp in the memo line. We
are looking forward to seeing
everyone at Grange Camp
2021.

Be a star and add a few new
members to your Grange.
The New York State Grange
would like to join several
others and have a net gain
in membership. It almost
happened last year

We continue to live in a very
different world now for the last
several months… and there is
no end in sight in returning to a
“normal life.” We may never
return to the “good ole” days
when we did not realize how
good and less demanding life
was.
The first communication notice for the 2020 State Session
has been mailed to Pomona
Masters and Pomona Secretaries in mid-May. Following
very difficult discussions and
not knowing to what degree we
will still be dealing with the
COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic come October, the State
Grange Executive Committee
decided that the session this
year will take on a very different venue and program than we
are used to in NYS. The abbreviated meeting will take place
at State Grange Headquarters
in Cortland, starting on Friday,
October 23 at 7 p.m. and will
conclude sometime Saturday
afternoon, October 24. The
Session will largely be receipt
of the annual reports of Master,
Secretary, Treasurer, and Chair
of the Executive Committee,
election of one member of the
Executive Committee and
those needed by the Museum
and Foundation boards, and
action on resolutions that have
been reviewed by the Sessions
Committees. Each Pomona
Grange is encouraged to be
represented by ONE DELEGATE-AT-LARGE only. This
is to accommodate social distancing in the auditorium and
so more than one person from a
Pomona district is discouraged.
The Delegate-at-Large may
also choose to “attend” the
meeting virtually by ZOOM if
s/he would prefer not to attend
in person. Annual reports of
all other leaders and directors
are to be submitted to the State
Secretary by SEPTEMBER 15
to allow their duplication and
distribution to each delegate
prior to arrival in Cortland on
October 23. State Officers are
required to attend for the opening and closing of the State
Grange when all business has
transpired. We hope to have a
virtual visit by the Commissioner of Ag and Markets
sometime during the session.
More information will be communicated once determined.
There will be no silent auction,
department displays or judging,
or conferral of the Sixth De-

gree in 2020.
At this writing, we are planning to hold the 2021 State
Session at the Corning Radisson and will enjoy the hosting
work by Steuben and Allegany
Pomona Granges at that time.
For those that would like
rooming accommodations in
Cortland for Friday, October
23, the Cortland Ramada Inn
will accept reservations at $65
+ taxes by calling 607-7564431.
The Journals of Proceedings
for 2019 are presently at the
printers and should be mailed
to State Grange leaders, Pomona Granges, and Subordinate
Granges who requested a copy
by end of June.
The annual Officers’ List
form will be sent to Pomona
and Subordinate Secretaries
soon. The names and contact
information for our leaders for
2020/2021 are to be returned to
the State Secretary by October
1. This is a bit later than usual,
but since many Granges are
currently not holding regular
meetings due to the pandemic,
we have moved the submission
date a bit later… but PLEASE,
return it at your earliest availability. We want the next directory to be as current and accurate as possible and that can
only happen when each Secretary returns the information.
We hope this finds you
Grangers well and tolerating
this social isolation. As we
will not be visiting with many
of you at State Session this
year, our hope is that you find
creative ways to stay in touch
with your Grange family and
friends. We WILL get through
this together!

Now is the time!!!!

Across the country states are
achieving a net gain in membership. Many have made this
goal repeatedly in the last few
years. New York State is within
easy reach of a net gain in membership it will only take each
Grange in the state to gain one
new member. Let the Pennsylvania National Grange Session
be the one when New York will
be on the list.
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NEW YORK STATE GRANGE 2020
Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues
Subject to Change
June 19 Executive Committee Meeting – Corning Radisson
June 30 Subordinate Dues to State Secretary
June 30 Junior Grange Membership & Dues Report Due
July 18 NYS Grange Museum Full Board Meeting
July 20 Executive Committee Meeting, 10:00 a.m., HDQ
July 29-31 Empire Farm Days, Seneca Falls
August 26 – Sept. 7 New York State Fair – Syracuse
September 1 Community Service Reports due to Director
September 1 National JG Report due
September 5 Grange Day at the NYS Fair
September 15 Empire State Granger Copy Due
September 15 Lecturer’s Reports due to State Lecturer
Sept. 18 – Oct.4 Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) –
West Springfield, MA
September 25 Executive Committee – HDQ – 11:00 a.m.
September 25-27 Youth Fall Weekend – Newark Grange 366,
Wayne County
September 26 State Legislative Day – HDQ
September 27 Grange Day at the Big E – West Springfield, MA
September 30 Subordinate Dues to State Secretary
October 23-27 State Grange 148th Annual Session – NYS Grange
HQ
October 27 Executive Committee Meeting -- NYS Grange
HQ
October 27 NYS Grange Foundation Annual Meeting,
NYS Grange
HQ
November 7 NYS Grange Museum Annual Meeting, 10:00 a.m.,
Museum November 15 Empire State Granger Copy Due
November 17-21 National Grange Annual Session, Valley Forge Casino Resort, King of Prussia, PA
December Executive Committee Meeting - TBA
December 30 Subordinate Dues to State Secretary
your are doing well and staying
healthy. Please consider taking
this time to edify yourself and
find inspiration in whatever
you do.

Jolene Pirrone
Last time I wrote, I was under the impression that we
would be out a couple weeks
and all get back together again.
Boy was I wrong! The bad
news is, our Grange programs
for this year are either cancelled or going forward as a
bare bones affair.
The good news is that some
Grange programming is going
forward at the state level. Family activities and Lecturer’s Program judging will take place at
HQ sometime in July, though
the exact date has yet to be determined. The committees will
show up, get some judges in to
evaluate projects, and leave.
Sad, but better than nothing.
As for Lecturer’s program,
please send in projects, if you
haven’t already, to HQ by July
7th. We definitely won’t be
judging before then. For any
performances, we will accept
recordings and will try to set up
something through Zoom. Projects will be showcased on Facebook for everyone to share.
We are all going to do the
best we can and understand that
it’s been a very difficult year.
The hard work you have put
into your projects is worthy of
recognition, and we will make
sure to honor that. I hope all of

Virginia L. Conner
HOW HAVE YOU COPED
WITH THE PANDEMIC?
I find I have gone through
stages. The first one being anger. However, after prayer and
seeking God’s will, I discovered there were endless possibilities of using this stay-athome mandate. So within one
week of returning home from
FL, I did something fun and
something I have not done in
30 years. I worked a jigsaw
puzzle. What fun !!
I am a recipe clipper and
over the years have accumulated quite a stash to try
“someday”. Well, I decided
that “someday” had arrived.
So Roger became my official
baking judge. Some recipes
passed the judge’s critique and
are now in the recipe box but
others did not pass and you
know where they went.
I had collected patterns for
crochet and knitting projects to
do “someday”. The
“someday” was here and so
out came the crochet hooks
and knitting needles. Now I
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have new patterns in my collection and others that did not pass
the test disappeared.
Have you had an “aha” moment when you deep cleaned all
the way to the back of the closet
and there suddenly appeared a
treasure that you have wondered for years where had it
gone? Wasn’t that fun to finally find it and to contemplate on
its special meaning?
I am sure you have had “aha”
moments when reading the Bible and suddenly the verse before you becomes crystal clear
and has new meaning for your
life.
So let God lead you through
this time of social distancing,
wearing of mask/face covering
and stay at home mandates and
He will give you a “peace that
passes all understanding” (Philippians 4:7).
I send sympathy to the families of Karen Buck (Otse) (Feb
2020) and Naomi VanCamp
(Onta) (May 2, 2020).

Stanford Grange #808 in
Dutchess County did not let
COVID-19 stop us in our tracks
from serving our community!
With proper precautions and
communication with local and
county government, we continued to be a visible, vibrant organization in our Town and fill
needs in our community.
We continue to have our
Grange meetings twice a month.
We use Google Meet because
our Youth members who are in
High School are not allowed to
use Zoom due to questionable
privacy settings. All of our Virtual Grange Meetings have been
very successful! We have between 30 and 40 members in
attendance, and our furthest
away member joining our meetings is in Arizona! We still perform the Opening and Closing
Ceremonies in a modified manner, and our business is con-

ducted just like normal. Committees report, fundraisers are
planned, and ideas are discussed. We’ve even had members of other Granges in Albany, Tioga, Steuben, and
Westchester Counties visit us
virtually to see how our online
meetings work. National
Grange & various State Grange
Officers have visited our meetings, too, from Washington,
Colorado, Indiana, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina,
and Maryland. They hope to
bring Virtual Grange Meetings
to their states, too!
Our first meeting in May is
usually our Meet the Board of
Education Candidates and
School Budget Presentation
Night. But, since we can’t meet
in our Grange Hall presently,
we invited our School Superintendent and members of the
Board of Education to come to
our Virtual Grange Meeting on
May 12th instead! It was just
like normal – the Superintendent gave his usual presentation
on the School Budget for the
next academic year, and members of the School Board discussed various topics regarding
our local school.
About a month prior to the
pandemic, we started a Little
Food Pantry at our Grange. We
thank Marcellus Grange #464 in
Onondaga County for sharing
the idea with us! It’s located on
the back porch of our Grange
Hall outside our Snack Bar. We
have nonperishable food items
as well as personal hygiene and
household items available for
anyone who may need them.
We also have a small refrigerator for dairy products, fruit and
veggies, and bread. It’s open 24
hours a day, 7 days a week, 365
days a year. People can get
what they need anonymously.
Four of our Grange members
have taken on the responsibility
of checking the Food Pantry
several times a day to restock,
organize, clean, and sanitize.
We’ve made new community
connections for egg and pet
food donations. Many monetary donations have been made
by community members, and
food donations are dropped off
several times a day. We also
(Continued on page 6)

The National Grange publishes a great magazine called
“Good Day”. This magazine has a great deal to offer
Grangers and the general public. It is well worth the subscription price.

UNFORTUNATLEY

This wonderful magazine may have to be discontinued as
the subscriptions are not keeping up with the expense. It
would be a shame if the magazine has to stop publication
as an economy measure.
CALL THE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT AT NATIONAL GRANGE
1-888-447-2643
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In all things - Charity*

Barton Snedaker

In essentials - Unity
In non-essentials - Liberty

TEAM - Together Everyone
Achieves Mor e
The Grange you know
needs to be relevant in your
community. (I know many - if
not most or all - Granges have
not been meeting but has
yours found ways to be visible
and active in your community
during the COVID crisis?)
Every Grange should have
a mission statement and it
needs to support the mission
of the National Grange.
As we enter the fourth
month of social distancing and
isolation my wish is that you
continue being safe and
healthy so we will all be able
to meet in our Grange halls in
Faith, Hope, Charity and with
Fidelity in the future.

The following is a guest
article by Barton Snedaker
Leadership Membership Director
As the story goes Mohammed couldn’t go to the mountain so he brought the mountain to him. Covid 19 is
changing the way we do many
things. So if we can’t meet in
person I am bringing you this
virtual Lecturer’s Program the
same way we are doing much
of our connections these days
- on line by email.
If you have ever wondered
about what makes history you
must certainly be aware that
you are living through it at
this very moment. Because
this history making episode is
so unsettled, so not normal
and so scary we need to remember the five watchwords
of the Grange. You know
them, we say four of them at
least twice in every meeting
during the salutation. Faith,
Hope, Charity and Fidelity.
The fifth one comes from Pomona - Perseverance. I think
at this time (of absolutely

nothing being normal) they are
particularly important words to
have in our vocabulary and keep
in the forefront of our thinking.
We have Faith that we will
come through this time of worldwide trouble. We have Faith
that our families will be kept
safe. There is Faith that testing
will provide answers. It is Faith
that sustains us and keeps us
from being overwhelmed by the
stress of the pandemic. Faith
can not be quarantined.
We have Hope that somehow
good will come out of it - somehow. Increased knowledge of
disease, improved medical treatments, more recognition of the
connectedness of our planet, the
importance of family and other
people. We have Hope that a
vaccine will be developed. Hope
is to be nurtured and can not be
placed in isolation.
Our sense of Charity has been
heightened. The concern for
others - especially the paramedics, doctors and nurses and other
first responders and medical personnel on the absolute frontlines
of the pandemic. Making masks,
providing food or money to food
banks (that are helping many,
many more families than before), praying for the ill and their
caregivers, and the unemployed.
The list for dispensing Charity is
very close to endless. Charity
can not be socially distanced.
Fidelity is what has kept the
pandemic - as much as possible in check. Following the guidelines set for social distancing has
shown many times over to be a
reasonable, sensible way to limit
the spread of infection. If I may
be political - the people who
have chosen to protest the shutting down of our schools and
non-essential businesses, and
social distance and masking
guidelines, by deciding to gather
in public - without masks and
social distancing AND WITH
THEIR CHILDREN - are putting themselves and the rest of
us at risk and into danger of continued or further spread of the
virus. Protesting is their right
but we are being warned by scientists and medical professionals
that a second wave of the pandemic could possibly be more
protracted and dangerous than
the first. Fidelity can not be
scorned and should not be taken
lightly. I am off my soapbox.
If you think about it there can
be a bright side to this. What is
the one thing that virtually everyone wishes they had more of?
Time. Time to read more, quilt
or sew, bake, spend with family,
sleep (?), garden, (binge) watch
TV, knit or crochet, go for a ride
or a walk, clean house, play music, bird watch, pet the cat (or
dog), exercise, day dream,
_________, add your own because this list IS endless, etc.
Our fifth watchword - Perseverance - is the very embodiment of
the phrase we have all seen and
heard “We will get through

this.” It is Perseverance that
keeps us looking forward. It is
Perseverance that lets us get by
with determining what we can
live without. It is Perseverance
that will bring us to an eventual
new normal. It is Perseverance
that should constantly remind us
of the importance and value of
keeping Faith, Hope, Charity
and Fidelity alive in our hearts
and minds.

Anna Ritchey a member of
Butternut Valley Grange in Gilbertsville (Otsego County) started sewing face masks as a Community Service Project for the
Grange with any donations going to the local Unadilla Food
Pantry. I live on a Country Road
and placed masks on a tree in my
front door yard with sign stating
free masks. Some started leaving donations so I then placed a
sign all donations to the food
pantry.
My 14 month old greatgrandson Seth Butler liked sitting on my lap watching me sew.
(pictures below) A total of 410
masks were made for neighbors,
friends, relatives, health care
workers and some employees at
Wal-Mart in Oneonta from mid
March until end of May.
Donation total was $382.00

Gramma’s Helper

How many of you spent the
first few days of being socially
distant and staying at home in
self-imposed isolation doing
some of those jobs we call
“odd”? Ones like cleaning out
“that drawer”, reorganizing the
shelves in the laundry room, or
taking the clothes that no longer
fit out of the closet and donating them to a worthwhile organization, or finally looking in
the box at the back of the storage room and not remembering
anything in it, or sorting
through pictures of people you
no longer recognize posing in
places of which you have no
recollection?
I did many of those things
first and then began sorting
through the many carry-all bags
which I have been given by
previous lecturers or brought
back from various trainings,
conferences and even state session(s). Many of them contained items of interest, notes I
had written to myself, ideas I
had, and/or handouts which
were pertinent at the time.
So this issue’s column can
be called Membership Melange
or Leadership Lexemes. It is
the collection from those various bags, slips of paper, scribbled notes and pages torn from
magazines which I will now
share with you. Hopefully you
will find at least some of them
interesting and thought provoking. NOTE: It is possible that
some of them may have been
used in previous columns but
some bear repeating.
It is not the members in
your Grange, it is the Grange in
your members.
The more things change the
more they remain the same -orif we do not know our history
we are doomed to repeat it. As
examples:
How can we increase youth
activities?
Can we successfully compete with commercialized public entertainment?
Will cooperation do more
than legislation to solve the
farmers’ marketing problems?
What helpful community
project should our Grange
sponsor this year?
(These were suggestions for
serious discussions from a 1946
publication for Lecturers)
We each have at least two
families - the one into which
we are born and the one we
gather around us as we develop.
We all should be aware of
the Grange statement:

At last year’s Leading
Leaders Conference I added
the following In values and beliefs - Integrity
In underlying assumptions Clarity
In membership - Parity
In community - Visibility
In messaging - Consistency
In development - Activity
In program and service Quality
*This statement is especially important as we continue to maneuver our way
through the current pandemic.
We have learned that many
things are important and many
are not. We have also learned
what we need to live and what
we can learn to live without.
Those conclusions will be different for each of us.
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Carl Bullock
It’s unfortunate that we had to cancel the Dartball, Bowling and Golf tournaments
this year due to this pandemic and who knows when life might return to normal. I
hope everyone is doing well and staying safe.

Katie Fallon
Spring seems to finally be
here and now its summer time! I
know for myself the better
weather tends to always lift my
spirits. The past few months
have definitely been one for the
history books and although it
will effect our lives forever at
least many have been safe.
I have had several youth
reach out to me to work on their
pillar projects and I encourage
more to explore the project. I
hope many of you have been
putting your best effort in to still
be involved in your grange.
The youth at Stanford
Grange 808 have been utilizing
their Granges Facebook page to
do a baking raffle to raise money. This is a reminder that there
is still ways to be involved even
from home. Reach out to your
grange is see if maybe yard
works or cleaning needs to be
done that you all can volunteer
to do.
Lastly any high school or
college seniors please get in
touch with me, I am going to
put your picture and a little
blurb about you on our facebook
page! Deadline is June 25th.
Everyone please be well and
stay safe.

Support Grange

Gail Chamberlain
As we continue the journey
through these uncertain times,
be careful and be safe. Even
though we will not have the
traditional State session, I hope
you are continuing to complete
the state crafts. We will still
have judging, maybe by pictures/virtual, I will continue to
work on that. There is a new
passport out on the American
Flag. It can be found in the latest Good Day magazine or on
line. We just celebrated Memorial Day and July 4th will
soon be here.
Keep busy, read books and
magazines and putting together
puzzles keep our minds busy.
Go outdoors, now is a good
time to plant gardens, vegetable
and flowers. If it is a good year
for growth, remember your
neighbors or food pantry to donate the extras. Watch the
birds, butterflies and take along
an identification book for those
that you are not familiar with,
birds or flowers or trees. While
looking at the Cherry blossoms
recently, there was a loud hum
– it was many honey bees
drinking from the many blossoms.
There are so many other resources you can check out.
Check out children’s museums
at
www.worldchildrensmuseum.o
rg/arts-artifacts to browse selections. Also the Franklin D.
Roosevelt Presidential Library
and Museum has a great activity for kids on the importance of
words to comfort, inform reassure and inspire people in times
of trouble and uncertainty.
You can find this 30-8- minute
activity for middle and high
school age persons at https://
www.fdrlibrary,org/a-fewwords-from-franklin-roosevelt.

Youth
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PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE!
If you have not already done so, please
send your donation to the New York
State Grange Museum Appeal.
These funds are needed to provide necessary maintenance of the museum and
to provide more opportunity for people
to visit.
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there to 2021.
When this year’s National
theme “Cultivating Connections” was chosen no one had
any idea that a pandemic was on
the horizon. To my mind it
turned out to be providential, as
that is what Grangers have always done to a great extent, but
now it became necessary to focus it in a different way. Technology has enabled us to continue to connect with others across
a greater spectrum than before,
and connect with those we otherwise would not have the opportunity. We must not forget however the technology that has
been around for 100 years, the
telephone. Isolation may be a
good thing when it comes to
COVID, but it can be a bad thing
when it comes to mental wellbeing. Let us be sure to check on
the wellbeing of our fellow
Grangers and neighbors, and offer assistance and/or companionship whenever and however possible.

Carol Bailey

DID YOU KNOW…
That Pomona Granges
were not part of the original
plan of the Grange hierarchy?
As you know there is a committee studying Pomona
Granges and is to report in
October at state session. I
was asked to share some
background on Pomona history.
Having known some of the
history of this platform of
Grange I have called Pomona
Granges a step-child, with
many of the Grangers in the
early years not knowing what
to do with it. It seemed to be
a conundrum to them.
After searching through
four histories I have found a
lot of background.
Rev. Aaron Grosh in his
Mentor in the Grange and
Homes of the P. of H. states
that Pomona is the commercial and educational branch.
Its purpose is marketing and
purchasing and educating the
farmers. This proved to be
true as evidenced in my county minutes. There was much
talk of cooperative buying and
speakers were generally informing the members about
agricultural methods. The
degree of Pomona was originally given at State Grange

and tells the lessons with the
use of symbols, the same as today.
In The Grange Friend of the
Farmer 1867-1947 there is
more information. This book
by Charles M. Gardner reiterates that the Pomona degree
was conferred by the state
Granges. Also he states it was
not planned by the founders
originally. When the need arose
to bring the subordinates together within an area, councils or
district groups were formed
which was the forerunner of
Pomonas. These councils had a
different administration and had
no ritual. Perhaps most amazing was that any and all were
welcome.
By 1874 National Grange
recognized the need to regulate
these groups and the Grange
Constitution was amended for
the establishment of county or
district Granges. Membership
would consist of Masters and
past Masters and wives who
were Matrons (members.)
Three more could be elected by
each Grange in that jurisdiction.
The purpose was for education
and business interests and aid
subordinates. These new county groups were under the auspices of state Granges.
In 1875 ritualism was practiced in closed sessions and the
literary program was open to
the public. These Pomona
Granges had charge of cooperative endeavors and they remained under state Granges jurisdiction. These affairs were
often day long and some met
monthly or bimonthly. They
were financed by dues usually
and fund raising efforts. A few
did not have dues. Some counties obviously continued with
just councils for many years. It
is very difficult to find any information on individual councils.
It was not until 1925 the National Grange gave the Degree
of Flora (sixth) to the state
Granges to confer. At the same
time Pomona Granges were
awarded the Degree of Pomona
or fifth.
According to writings by
Thomas Woods, 1991, in
Knights of the Plow, the Fifth
Degree was completed in June
1870 and was aimed at subordinate past Masters who became
state Grange members. Meanwhile the Sixth Degree was for
state Masters. Written by John
Thompson and completed in
1874 it was not conferred until
1883. Completed in 1874, also
by Thompson, the Seventh Degree was not conferred until
1884. This degree of Ceres was
conferred by the High Priest of
Demeter on National Grange
officers.
On January 4, 1871 a resolution was introduced for the creation of county units but no action was taken by National
Grange. The intent of the units
were to purchase goods and ma-
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chinery and sell produce.
Also at this time founder Oliver H. Kelley proposed an
auxiliary unit for any Fourth
Degree member. During
1871-73 many unsanctioned
county Grange councils were
organized.
One of the items in “The
Grange: Outlook and Future
Priorities” was the question
of the usefulness of the Pomona Granges. This 1986
report was made by the department directors and the
Executive Committee of National Grange after considerable thought and discussion.
Further study of the Pomona
question was called for in this
report. This is noted in the
book People, Pride, and Progress by David Howard in
1992.
(Continued from page 3) Stanford Grange

worked with the Office of our
Town Supervisor, and we are
receiving a grant of $3,000
for additional funding!
We also have a St. Pauly’s
Clothing Shed. Based in Ontario County, St. Pauly’s
takes donated clothing, and
they get it around the country
and world to those who are
less fortunate. This shed is
also a fundraiser for us and
kept us going financially before we had other fundraisers.
We save some of the best of
the donated clothing for our
“Thrift Store” next to our
Food Pantry. Some of the
same families who utilize the
Food Pantry also visit the
Thrift Store to obtain new or
gently used clothing for their
families, especially children.
Our Grange is known for our
monthly dinners, and we
wanted to continue this community project. Our Grange
Kitchen is certified through
the Dutchess County Department of Health, and we are
considered a restaurant to
them. If restaurants can still
serve take out and curbside
pick up, why couldn’t we?
Thanks to the sponsorship of
one of our Grange Families
for providing the funding for
this dinner, our Master who is
an Assistant Store Manager
of Tops in Greenville
(Greene County) for helping
us secure supplies, and the
blessing of the Department of
Health, we hosted a Free Spaghetti & Meatball Dinner on
Mother’s Day to help with
food insecurity in our community. All dinners were
take out only and dinners
were served through car windows just like McDonald’s!
Our 6 volunteers wore face
masks and gloves the entire
time! By the end of the day,
all 100 dinners were gone,
and we felt extremely good to
help those in our community!
We also had a take out Meat-

loaf Dinner on May 16th to raise
money for our Annual Scholarships for graduating Seniors at
Stissing Mountain Junior – Senior High School in Pine Plains.
We award a $250 Scholarship for
Agriculture and a $250 Scholarship for Music. We asked for a
$15 donation for each dinner.
Reservations came in steadily,
and then the flood gates opened!
In the 24 hours before the dinner,
about 20 additional reservations
came in! A total of 63 dinners
were sold, we ran out of food
(some of our members donated
meat in their personal freezers
because we didn’t have enough at
the Grange Hall!), and we raised
double what we needed for our
Scholarships! We are so fortunate to be in such a giving and
generous community!
Plans are in the works for additional take out dinners during
the summer! One of our biggest
dinners is our Strawberry Festival in June. We serve traditional
picnic food (hamburgers & hot
dogs, macaroni salad, baked
beans), but the star of this dinner
is our Homemade Strawberry
Shortcake featuring hand-picked
strawberries from a local farm
and homemade ice cream and
biscuits! Our Youth are excited
to get back to the Grange Hall
(with parent permission, of
course!) to help with the prep and
serving of this dinner in shifts!
In the last 2 months, we’ve been
called Angels and Saints. People
have thanked us profusely with
tears in their eyes for what we do
for our community. A former
Town Supervisor said we are the
“heart and soul of our community.” It’s been said that we’re a
roll model Grange for not only
New York, but the entire country
who is watching us for inspiration. But, we don’t do what we
do for accolades and praise.
That’s just the icing on the cake.
We do it to help others, to make
our community a better place to
live, and to show residents of our
community that the Grange is
here to support them no matter
what! A virus won’t stop us
from helping those in need and
providing much needed services
in our community! With proper
precautions, guidance, and being,
as the Governor has stated, “New
York Smart,” every Grange can
do something to help others during this crisis.
We’re all “New York Tough!”
We’re all in this together! We
will get through this!
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Brenda Noble
I hope everyone is well and
staying safe. I have spoken to
a couple of members who have
been making masks during the
pandemic. I know Anna
Ritchey from Otsego County
and Pat Van Lare from Wayne
County are only two of many
who have been making masks.
I am sure there are many others who have been helping
neighbors getting things they
need if they are not able to get
out. We appreciate all everyone does as we work together

at this time.
In the last Granger we
were going to try to judge the
needlework and crafts but we
haven’t been able to as of yet.
There will still be no Grange
activities until at least the end
of June and the headquarters
has been closed. When we
are able to judge I will let
everyone when we can do the
judging. The projects will not
be displayed at State Grange
Session, so they will be returned after judging is finished. The Northeast Exposition will not have judging of
handiwork and there will not
be a quilt raffle. This is due
to the restrictions of number
of people allowed in the
buildings, if the event is held.
The items I have received for
the Grange store at the Northeast Exposition will be sent,
and I thank those who have
worked hard to make them.
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ing food while suffering devastating economic losses. As traditional markets disappeared, many producers are able to deliver directly
to families. Others are donating their unmarketable commodities
directly to food banks and community kitchens. Processing plant
workers continue to do their job in close proximity at high risk.
Truck drivers haul commodities from the farm and food to the
stores, driving longer non-stop hours on the road passing closed
restaurants and barricaded rest stops. Store clerks stock shelves and
service customers putting themselves at risk. Food pantry staffs
assemble boxes of staples and hand them out to long lines of those
in need. So here's a big thank you shout-out to the men and women
who keep America's food chain running.

Agriculture and Food
Coronavirus Payments to Farmers and Ranchers
Sign-up for USDA's Coronavirus Food Assistance Program
(CFAP) funds authorized by Congress in its Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Stability Act (CARES-1) stimulus package began May 26 at local Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices nationwide. These monies are to compensate farmers and ranchers for
loses due to severe price declines between January 15 and April 15,
2020. Payments will be available to producers of dairy, livestock,
specialty crops (fruits and vegetables), and certain other crops
(malting barley, canola corn, upland cotton, oats, millet, soybeans,
sorghum, sunflowers, wheat and wool) on inventory subject to
price risk held as of January 15.
Meat Processing Plants Partly Open

2020 NATIONAL GRANGE CONVENTION
The National Grange Executive Committee is very sorry to announce that the 2020 National Grange Convention will have many
changes because of the Covid-19 pandemic and therefore will be
open for National delegates and officers only. No visitors or
Grangers will be invited to attend in person this year.
The convention will be cut to two days and the only business will be
voting on resolutions and electing two executive committee officers.
Extra activities, such as the Evening of Excellence, Youth and Junior
Public Speaking and Sign a Song, will take place virtually. The Seventh Degree will not be exemplified this year.
Other recognitions such as Community Service awards, Distinguished Grange, Grange Legacy Family, and the Quilt Block Contest, will be held and awards given, but there will be no ceremony.
National Grange Department Directors will be sending out information regarding their programs and how they will be handled this
year, so stay tuned!
The Valley Forge Casino Resort, site of the convention, has been
closed since March 14 to this date (June 6). We don’t know when it
will be permitted to open, because the counties around Philadelphia
are a hot spot for the virus. The hotel is willing to allow us to downsize our convention to two days, 80 people, hopefully without penalty, so we are exercising that option at this time.
Also we do not want to endanger any of our members by asking
them to travel and to spend days in a large crowd. The health and
safety of our Grange family comes first. We feel it may not be safe to
gather, even by November. Many of your State Sessions will see major changes this year also. We hope you will understand this decision, and keep on working at the local level as much as you can to
help your communities.
Fraternally,
Betsy E. Huber
National Master

Heroes
The coronavirus pandemic has reminded new generations of
Americans just how critical and how basic medical care and agriculture are to our very survival. We are so grateful to the doctors, nurses, technicians, first responders, researchers, laboratories and so
many more, and we're reminded how fortunate we are to live among
these heroes who think of others first. These were the first wave of
"critical" personnel designations. As the pandemic surrounded us,
our first thought was of course about medical care. But then our second thought was about food.
The second wave of "critical" personnel designations were the
food chain workers who continue in overdrive to make sure we have
the food we need. Farmers, ranchers and field workers keep produc-

One of the biggest challenges in the food supply chain the past
two months has been meat processing plant closures. Most of these
are large facilities employing thousands of workers in a single location working in close proximity to each other. As COVID-19
spread into rural areas, workers became infected, plants closed for
retrofitting and sanitization, and meat supplies became scarce at the
consumer level. At the same time, animal supplies backed up at the
farm level creating an economic crisis of greatly depressed prices
for the producer. As of the end of Memorial Day, most plants were
back in at least partial operation and retail shelves were restocked
with higher priced meat. An unfortunate challenge has been the
procurement of large numbers of scarce tests and supplies of personal protective equipment for food chain workers. Tests and supplies went first, as they should have, to hospitals and health care
workers then next to the food and ag sector. Then, because of competition for tests and PPE from non-critical infrastructure sectors,
the FDA and USDA issued an order just before Memorial Day that
food and agriculture are to be given emergency priority.
Demand Surges at Small Plants
As large meat processing plants reduced processing capacity,
the demand at small local custom processing plants soared. Consumer demand to fill their freezers has caused these local meat
shops to be booked ahead from several months to a year.
Local Food Systems More Popular
When the food supply chain first broke down, farm prices
tanked, milk was dumped and vegetables were plowed under. At
the same time, interest in community-supported agriculture farms
rose dramatically. These farms, known as CSAs, sell consumers
subscriptions to their farm's produce before the harvest comes in.
Customers get weekly or biweekly deliveries at open-air pickup
points or directly at the farm.
Farm Surplus to Needy Families
Using funds from Congress' $19 billion coronavirus relief plan,
USDA rolled out its "Farm to Families Food Box" never-beforetried plan in record time. The Department will use commercial
companies and organizations to buy fresh produce, dairy products
and meat to give to needy families across the country. Food is
packed into household size boxes and trucked directly to distribution sites including schools and nonprofits.
More Funds for Feeding Programs
In addition to funds authorized by Congress for feeding programs and food banks, USDA will use its Section 32 authority
(funds from Customs duties) to purchase $470 million worth of potatoes, dairy foods, chicken, pork, seafood, cherries, pears, asparagus, strawberries, turkey, prunes and raisins. This is on top of
USDA's budgeted Section 32 purchases for the year. These commodities will go to feeding programs (SNAP, Women, Infants &
Children, etc.) and food banks.
Rural Children Get Five Million Meals a Week
A public-private partnership is now serving five times the num(Continued on page 8)
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ber of meals per week it initially projected to feed low-income
kids in rural areas. USDA's Meals to You initiative has been
greatly expanded with expertise and help from Baylor University,
McLane Global and PepsiCo. Meals to You boxes contain 20
meals to cover the amount of food a child normally receives at
school over two school weeks. Boxes are delivered directly to the
child's doorstep by the U.S. Postal Service and other delivery services.
FDA and USDA Prepare for Peak Harvest Season
FDA and USDA will cooperate and coordinate regulations to
facilitate food supplies movement through the food chain and assure consumers have access to a safe and robust food supply. To
prevent bottlenecks and back-ups, USDA will use its authority
under the Defense Production Act to assume some of FDA's statutory duties to regulate facilities that manufacture, process, pack,
hold, grow or harvest foods.
HEROES Act Passes House
In response to the economic crisis created by the COVID-19 pandemic, the House of Representatives passed a $3.2 billion
CARES-2 coronavirus relief package termed the HEROES Act in
mid-May. Provisions in HEROES include:
Fiscal relief for local and state governments
Rent and mortgage assistance
Authorization for a new round of stimulus checks for individuals
and families
Extension of unemployment benefits
Help for workers to obtain testing and PPP equipment
More broadband deployment targeted to rural, low-income and
vulnerable communities
Additional funds for testing, tracing and treatment
U.S. Postal Service operating funds
Additional feeding programs funding
Funds to cover payments to biofuel plants, local agriculture and
additional payments to farmers and ranchers to cover losses in the
second quarter of this year (current CARES-1 payments cover
only January 15-April 15).
Expansion of the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) to nonprofits like the Grange and extends PPP loan forgiveness to 24 weeks.
The Senate will consider its own new relief package in June after
it assesses the successes and failures from the first CARES-1
stimulus funds.
Grants and Loans for Agribusiness
The Small Business Administration has extended eligibility for
grants and low-interest, long-term loans to small agribusinesses.
This reverses a 30 year prohibition preventing SBA from providing disaster assistance to agricultural businesses.
Rural Businesses Eligible for USDA Loan Guarantees
USDA is making $1 billion in loan guarantees available to support rural businesses, including producers, with working capital to
respond to the effects of the coronavirus pandemic. The program
is specifically available to rural businesses and producers who do
not qualify for Farm Service Agency loans.
Rural Health Support Needed
As the Hill prepared to write various coronavirus relief packages,
the National Grange and several rural organizations called on the
Senate and House leadership and the Congressional Rural caucus
to consider several urgent rural issues, including:
Increase Medicare payments to rural hospitals and clinics
Allow for 90-day refills on critical prescription drugs
Protect air medical services to transport patients between rural
areas and Tier I and II trauma centers
Address out-of-network billing for the duration of the pandemic
and a reasonable recovery period afterwards
Expedite broadband emergency and short term deployment to unserved and underserved areas
Fund the Postal Service as necessary to meet rural delivery demands stemming from the pandemic.
Rural Health Care Providers Get Emergency Funds
The Department of Health and Human Services is distributing
$10 billion to rural hospitals and clinics responding to patients
with COVID-19. Nearly half the rural hospitals across the country
were struggling financially before the pandemic. Many have had
to close because healthy patients delayed care and hospitals canceled elective surgeries.
Treating Pain Sensibly
The National Grange and a large group of patient advocate organizations wrote the Food and Drug Administration and the National Institutes of Health to continue priority development of individualized approaches for treating pain and to concentrate in particular on non-addictive options. The letter pointed out that pain from
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migraines, endometriosis, osteoarthritis, lower back pain, acute injuries and surgeries are all different, and each type of pain may require different medicines and treatment plans.
Grange Applauds Innovative Cancer Treatment Approval
The National Grange issued a statement thanking the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid for approving a rule change that allows patients undergoing innovative cancer treatment known as CAR-T to
receive reimbursement and have their treatment closer to home. The
National Grange and state Granges in Kansas, North Carolina, Oklahoma and Ohio had called on CMS to certify treatment in facilities other than in a few major metropolitan centers which created
significant hurdles for rural individuals

Grange Foundation ‘We’re in
this Together” Grant Submission
Eureka Grange #46
Lyons, New York
Project: Masks making
A Grange member put on Facebook that she was busy making masks for family. Immediately this turned into our
Grange Community service
project when Grangers and
community members contacted
us to continue sewing and
making masks for the community. Several Grangers offered
to help by donating supplies,
spreading the word about the
masks, and distribution of

masks. Grangers that don’t
often attend many meetings
stepped up volunteering to help
with this project. Masks went
to Grangers, workers at essential businesses, community
members, locally, as well as all
over the County, and some
were shipped to Long Island,
NY, Florida, Texas and
SC. This is ongoing, and so far
over 400 masks have gone to
those in need. From one Facebook posting this turned into
such a great project for Grange
and at no cost to the Grange,
and many members contributing much!

