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New Decade, New Opportuni-
ties 
     The New Year customarily 
brings with it new ideas, new 
resolves, new priorities, new di-
rections, and the like, and for 
whatever reason new decades 
seem to bring forth a greater de-
gree of thinking in this regard 
than other years. We would en-
courage our Grange units across 
the state to engage in “group 
think” activities to develop new 
ideas, opportunities, or direction, 
for the new decade. Both the Na-
tional and State Grange attempt 
to provide programs and oppor-
tunities to assist local Granges 
with their mission, however the 
biggest impact a Grange can 
make is in how and to what ex-
tent it serves its community. The 
late Thomas P. “Tip” O’Neil, 
former Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, 
said on many occasions “All pol-
itics is local” and he practiced it 
as well. The same underlying 
principle with different words 
applies to the Grange as well. 
With us, “All membership is lo-
cal.” Each community is peculiar 
to itself, has its own needs, 
goals, opportunities, or lack 
thereof, and thus Grange pro-
grams and activities need to be 
able to address those situations. 
What works for one Grange may 

well be of no value to another 
because of the community dy-
namic. The tremendous added 
benefit for people to choose the 
Grange as their vehicle of com-
munity involvement is that while 
their membership is local, their 
impact can be nationwide.  
      A new opportunity for this 
decade might well be a renewed 
commitment to Grange fellow-
ship. The founders saw the value 
of this, as it was one of the main 
reasons our organization was 
instituted. Through the years 
Grangers visited other Granges 
in their areas in various ways 
sometimes just for social activi-
ties and sometimes combined 
with educational items. Due to 
the pressures of modern life, and 
probably a host of other things, 
this type of activity has signifi-
cantly dwindled over the years. 
Just as a fire goes out when the 
coals are separated, so does the 
comradery and desire to achieve 
a common goal when fraternal 
friendship and fellowship are not 
part of the picture. As our socie-
ty is becoming increasing polar-
ized, we can be of great service 
to ourselves, and to others by 
providing this opportunity. Peo-
ple work together a lot better 
when they get to know the folks 
they are working with, and so-
cial times provide this oppor-
tunity. 
     An opportunity for Grange 
leaders on all levels, and poten-
tial leaders for that matter, will 
present itself near the end of 
March 2020 in the NY Capital 
District. This State Grange is 
hosting the North East Leaders 
Conference, which includes all 
of New England. Many areas of 
leadership development will be 
available. Each Grange may 
have already received infor-
mation by the time this paper 
finds it way around the State, 
and we encourage as much par-
ticipation as possible. It will not 
be a waste of time. 
     We want to take this oppor-
tunity to wish all our Granges a 
successful New year, paving the 
way to continue into the New 
decade.  

     The State Grange has two 
venues at the State Fair.  “Ye Ol-
de Ox Roast” is a major fundrais-
er for the State Grange.  The 
Grange Exhibit building houses 
displays that explain about the 
Grange.  The Grange also arrang-
es for entertainment on a daily 
basis for those visiting the fair.  
     Both of these venues requires 
that there are people available to 
supervise or to do counter work.  
The addition of another 5 days 
will require an all our effort from 
Grange members to make our 
involvement meaningful.  Fol-
lowing is a request from the Ox 
Roast directors, please read care-
fully. 

Success of the Ox 
Roast 

 
     We need to hear from you! 
     As managers of the Ye Old 
Ex Roast at the New York 
State Fair, we need to hear 
from you.  As I am sure you 
have heard by now, the Gover-
nor has proposed in his budget 
to increase the number of days 
that the fair will run.  He is 
proposing to add 5 days to the 
run of the fair.  The dates will 
be Aug. 21 to Sept. 7, 2020. 
     This is where you come in.  
Jim and I have been working 
all winter to review the opera-
tion from last year to make the 
changes necessary to try and 
improve our income.  We count 
on your help in making this 
endeavor a success.  This is 
why we are turning to you 
know.  
We need your help.  If we are 
to make this year a success, we 
are asking for your help now.  
We need to know if there are 
those of you who would be will-
ing to work the extra days.  
Maybe your Grange would 
consider working more than 
one day.  If you as an individu-
al can help, we can pair you 
with others to complete a shift.  
We are asking you to start 
thinking about this now, prior 
to the annual help appeal let-
ters going out.   
     We hope that you and/or 

your Grange will consider 
helping us with this.  We 
cannot do this without you.  
Please consider helping us 
with more than one shift, 
taking on a shift if your 
Grange has not worked be-
fore or working with others 
to help complete a shift.  
Please send us an email at 
cbenson81@msn.com if you 
would consider helping us 
this way.  

Thank you! 
Jim and Cindy Pollard 

     We have been asked to ex-
plain about the “Big E”.  What 
is it, where is it, when is it and 
how and why is NYS Grange 
involved. 
     In New England, the most 
states have their own state fairs 
similar to the one in New 
York. The also have a regional 
fair that involves all of the 
states called The Eastern States 
Exposition, (The Big E).  Fol-
lowing is a brief history from 
their website. 
     Eastern States Exposition, 
home of The Big E, has pre-
sented the finest livestock, the 
most innovative commercial, 
industrial and artistic develop-
ments, and the highest caliber 
of varied entertainment to the 
people of the Northeastern 
United States for more than a 
century. More than one million 
people now attend the 17 day 
Big E, an annual autumn ex-
travaganza of entertainment, 
exhibits and agriculture – the 
culmination of a visionary idea 
first expressed by Joshua L. 
Brooks at the beginning of the 
20th century. 
     In the spring of 1917, 122 
of the nation’s foremost manu-
facturers presented their prod-
ucts at the Industrial and Ex-

(Continued on page 4) 
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Cindy Benson-Pollard 

Sherri Taft 

     Old man winter has us in his 
grasp.  Some of us like to stay in 
with a hot cup of cocoa and a 
good book.  Others are out on 
the mountain, skiing or snow-
boarding their days away.  For 
me, I prefer the indoors activi-
ties.  I hope that you do venture 
out to share in your Grange 
meetings.  Are you planning a 
special meeting to invite your 
neighbors in to learn more about 
the Grange? 
     By the time you read this ar-
ticle, you should have received 
your new 2020 legislative policy 
book.  I hope that you have had 
time to review it for the changes 
that were made at the 2019 State 
Grange session.  Resolutions 
that were sent to National 
Grange and adopted as part of 
their policy are highlighted and 
printed in italics.  I hope that 
you take time to check these 
statements out.  I had a phone 
call from a Grange member re-
cently asking if they could take 
a picture of a couple of pages of 
the legislative policy book and 
use it on their Facebook page as 
a membership tool.  I do not 
have a problem doing this if you 
would kindly let me know that 
you are.   Sharing this infor-
mation with the public is a good 
way to let them know what we 
are doing, legislatively, as an 
organization.   
     We are at the beginning of a 
new New York State Legislative 
session.  Are you on our email 
blast list?  This is a good way to 
be part of the work that Grange 
does on the state and federal 
level.  If you are not currently 
on the list, please let the office 
know by sharing your email ad-
dress with us.  These gives us 
the opportunity to share with 
you when legislation is coming 
up for a vote on the floor of the 
respective house.  We ask for 
your help in contacting your 
legislator and ask for his or her 
support or opposition.   
     Are your working on resolu-
tions for this year?  If you need 
help, please ask, I will be glad 
to help you in any way I can.  
Please remember:  I do not al-
ways answer the phone if I do 
not recognize the number. 
Please leave me a message and I 
will get right back to you, if 
possible.  If you wish to contact 
me via email, please include the 
word “Grange” in the subject 
line and I will read it right away.   
Here is looking forward to a 
busy legislative work year for 
our Grange.   
 

Carol Bailey 

What do you think? 
      I used to do an opinion arti-
cle for the paper.  I want to try 
something a little different.  We 
should be having discussion on 
issues in our Granges.  This is a 
good way to share information 
and facts.  It is a good way to 
educate ourselves on issues that 
are affecting our neighbors and 
to figure out ways to improve 
them.  I hope that you will be 
able to use them in your meet-
ings to get the discussion start-
ed.  Here are a few for this 
time: 
 Should the Governor 
use the budget process to push 
his agenda items through the 
legislature? 
 Should legislation be 
introduced that would outlaw 
“ghost guns?”  (Guns made 
from parts purchased through 
websites with no identification 
numbers on the parts.) 
 Common core is being 
reviewed this year, do you have 
any changes that you would 
like to let our State Education 
Department know during this 
process? 
 Another milk pro-
cessing company applied for 
bankruptcy protection in Janu-
ary.  How can we encourage 
more people to drink milk and 
enjoy other dairy products to 
help our dairy farmers and pro-
cessors? 
 What do you think of 
the new United States-Mexico-
Canada agreement? 
     Here are a few to get you 
started.  If you have one that 
you would like included, let me 
know.   

es”.  These boxes were filled 
with non-perishable food, water 
and snacks and given to the el-
derly so they would have some-
thing to eat when Meals on 
Wheels doesn’t deliver due to 
winter weather. Lindsey 
worked with a local senior cen-
ter to come up with a shopping 
list, solicited donations from the 
community and local businesses 
and put the “Blizzard Boxes” 
together.  The senior center 
then distributed the boxes.  It is 
always important to remember 
the elderly during the winter 
months. 
     There was a long list of ide-
as that young people have come 
up with since the inception of 
the program that we as 
Grangers could adopt to use in 
our own communities.  Let each 
Grange come up with an idea to 
help their community that can 
be broadcasted to the world!  
  

     In 1995 Prudential and the 
National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals 
(NASSP) created a program to 
honor middle and high school 
students for outstanding com-
munity service at local, state 
and national levels.  After pe-
rusing their website, I found 
some winter time community 
service projects that a Grange 
could do during the winter 
(especially in New York State). 
Anna Murphy of Connecticut 
started a penny drive to help 
families to pay for heat for their 
homes.  She persuaded local 
businesses to match anything 
that was collected at her school 
and in the community.  This is 
a great project to help local 
families that a Grange of any 
size could do. 
     Lindsey Marquez of Colora-
do assembled “Blizzard Box-

Brenda Noble 

     I hope everyone has had a 
nice Holiday Season, and are 
busy working on their handi-
work and wood projects. This 
year the quilt is baby-sized. 
We are also alternating latch 
hook and plastic canvas. This 
year is latch hook, but if you 
have plastic canvas to submit 
this year, we will select one to 
go to the Northeast Exposition. 
We have also added a Holiday 
ornament. It doesn’t matter 
which holiday. This was added 
to increase participation for 
those who would like to do 
something and do not do the 
crafts for the other categories. 
We will follow the size re-
strictions for Northeast Expo-
sition, although there are no 
size restrictions for New 
York’s contest.  
     Northeast Exposition sizes 
for afghans: min. 48”x78” and 
max 52”x84”; doilies: max 
14”x14”; latch hook: max 
18”x18”; and quilted wall 
hanging: max 24”x24”. There 
is also a new category for 
Northeast: child or adult sewn 
garment. The other class: adult 
garment - knitted or crocheted 
sweater, dress, cape, poncho, 
vest, etc. (no accessories).  
     All items are due to 
Cortland by April 20th for 
judging. Our Lecturers/Family 
Activities Conference will by 
held Saturday April 25th. We 
hope many plan to attend a day 
of fun and information - meet-
ing with Grangers from across 
the state.  

DID YOU KNOW… 
     That the Grange honors mem-
bers after their passing to the 
Grange Above?  Most of us 
know that Granges honor their 
members for years of service and 
various other reasons.  However 
we also memorialize them after 
their passing.  Many know that 
Granges hold a memorial service 
generally in May for our depart-
ed brothers and sisters. 
     Unless you leaf through a 
manual or are well versed in 
Grange you may not know there 
is a burial service as well as a 
service for the home or funeral 
home.   
     While paging through an 
1878 manual I came across the 
burial and thought it would be 
interesting to compare it to the 
current ceremony.  The begin-
ning instruction vary greatly as 
times have changed.  In the early 
version members are requested 
to wear a badge of mourning.  
The male mourners met at the 
Grange hall and marched to the 
deceased member’s home.  
There they followed the hearse 
which was to be decorated with 
evergreens to the cemetery.   
     A badge of mourning was 
described as follows: “consists 
of one piece of black and one of 
white ribbon, one inch wide, tied 
above the elbow on the left 
arm.”  Pall bearers were to wear 
a white sash and each member 
whether male or female to carry 
flowers, dried or fresh.   
     When reaching the cemetery 
the brothers form a double line 
and the pall bearers with the cas-
ket pass between to the grave.  
They are followed by the rela-
tives and sisters of the Order in 
carriages.  The brothers follow 
behind. 
    The Master begins the service 
with an opening paragraph of 
which the wording has been 
changed somewhat.  Both ver-
sions continue with the “Lord’s 
Prayer” followed by the first 
verse of an appropriate hymn.   
The Chaplain continues.  Here 
again the wording has been up-
dated but the essence of comfort 
remains.  The last paragraph has 
sustained itself since at least 
1878.  
     While the second verse is be-
ing sung the in 1878 version on-
ly the male members drop their 
flowers in the grave.  Now eve-
ryone drops a flower in the 
grave.  The Chaplain continues 
in the same vein and ends with 

(Continued on page 3) 
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NEW YORK STATE GRANGE 
2020 

Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues 
 

February 11  CAO Lobby Day, State Capitol, Albany  
February 27-29  Central NY Farm Show – State Fair Grounds  
March 13  Executive Committee – HDQ – 11:00 a.m.  
March 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due  
March 27-29  North East Leader’s Conference,  
     Albany Hilton in Downtown Albany  
March 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary  
April 1-30  GRANGE MONTH – Plan a special public  
     activity/event  
April 15   Art/Photo Entries due at HDQ for Judging  
April 15   Talent Entry Report Sheets due to the State Lecturer  
April 18   NYS Grange Museum Full Board Meeting – 10:00 a.m. 
     Museum  
April 20   Woodworking, Quilting, & Needlework due at      HDQ 
for Judging  
April 24   Executive Committee Meeting, HDQ, 11:00 a.m.  
April 24-26  Youth Spring Weekend - Cortland April 25   Lecturer/
FAC Conference – HDQ  
April 26   State Dart Ball Tournament – HDQ  
May 14-16  NYS FFA Convention  – Syracuse  
May 15   Empire State Granger Copy Due  
May 16   NYS Grange Museum Cleanup Day, 10:00 a.m., Museum  
May 18-21  State Grange Motor Coach Tour – Canton, Ohio Area 
Attractions  
June 7   State Bowling Tournament – Cortlanes Bowling Alley, 
Cortland June 19   Executive Committee Meeting – Corning Radisson  
June 30   Subordinate Dues to State Secretary   
June 30   Junior Grange Membership & Dues Report Due   
July 10-12  NE Youth Conference – Vermont – Tentative date  
July 12   State Golf Tournament – place TBA  
July 15   Empire State Granger Copy Due  
July 18   NYS Grange Museum Full Board Meeting & Picnic,  
    Museum  
July 19-24  Grange Camp – Camp Wyomoco, Varysburg –  
    Details TBA  
July 20   Executive Committee Meeting, 10:00 a.m., HDQ  
July 29-31  Empire Farm Days, Seneca Falls  
August 26 – Sept. 7 New York State Fair – Syracuse  
September 1  Community Service Reports due to Director  
September 1  National JG Report due  
September 5  Grange Day at the NYS Fair  
September 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due  
September 15  Lecturer’s Reports due to State Lecturer  
Sept. 18 – Oct.4  Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) –  
     West Springfield, MA  
September 25  Executive Committee – HDQ – 11:00 a.m.  
September 25-27 Youth Fall Weekend – Newark Grange 366,  
     Wayne County  
September 26  State Legislative Day – HDQ  
September 27  Grange Day at the Big E – West Springfield, MA  
September 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary  
October 23-27  State Grange 148th Annual Session –  
     Corning Radisson, Corning  
October 25  Museum Dinner at State Session   
October 27  Executive Committee Meeting -- Corning Radisson, Corning 
October 27  NYS Grange Foundation Annual Meeting,  
     Corning Radisson, Corning  
November 7  NYS Grange Museum Annual Meeting, 10:00 a.m., Museum 
November 15  Empire State Granger Copy Due  
November 17-21 National Grange Annual Session, Valley Forge Casino  
     Resort, King of Prussia, PA  
December   Executive Committee Meeting - TBA  
December 30  Subordinate Dues to State Secretary  

The National Grange publishes a great magazine called “Good 
Day”.  This magazine has a great deal to offer Grangers and the gen-

eral public.  It is well worth the subscription price. 

UNFORTUNATLEY 
This wonderful magazine may have to be discontinued as the sub-

scriptions are not keeping up with the expense.  It would be a shame 
if the magazine has to stop publication as an economy measure. 

CALL THE COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT AT NA-
TIONAL GRANGE 

1-888-447-2643 

sashes and gloves. The rela-
tives walked behind the hearse; 
then the sisters, then the broth-
er Grangers wearing mourning 
badges on their left arm.” 
Mr. Charles Tinglepaugh, Mas-
ter of Alton Grange (there is no 
record of an Alton Grange in 
Wayne County, it could have 
been Sodus) read a selection 
from the burial service fol-
lowed by the Chaplain, W. H. 
Penoyer.  The Lord’s Prayer 
was solemnly spoken and 
while a hymn was sung “the 
brothers passed around the 
grave, throwing in evergreens.”  
After another passage by the 
Chaplain and hymn “sisters 
passed around and broke their 
bouquets to  shower on the de-
scending coffin.  The Master 
gave a scripture reading and 
“taking a handful of dirt sprin-
kled it on the coffin and said 
these words:--”In the name of 
Excelsior Grange, Sister Sarah 
Todd VanMarter, farewell.”  
The service was concluded and 
the article closed thus: “This , 
we believe, is the first Grange 
burial that has taken place in 
this State and the ceremonies 
were witnessed by a large con-
course of people.”   
     So the burial service was 
available in 1874.  Be remind-
ed that those Granges men-
tioned above were only orga-
nized in January of 1874.  The 
members obviously took their 
ritual to heart by honoring her 
so soon after the formation of 
the Granges. 

the 23rd Psalm.  In the current 
ceremony the Chaplain only 
says the 23rd Psalm and then 
the Master continues.  In old 
version the sisters now drop 
their flowers in the grave after 
the casket has been lowered.   
     The Master’s words talk of 
a good name in both versions 
and in the newer manual 
(1984) the words about immor-
tality are spoken.  Closing the 
service is the Chaplain with 
only a few updated phrases.  
The last sentence in the 1878 
version is “May the grace of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ be with us all now and 
forever.”  In 1984 the words 
are “And now may the peace 
which passeth all understand-
ing, the ministry of the Eternal 
Comforter, and the blessing of 
the Great Master Above, abide 
with us all, now and forever.”    
     It is interesting to note the 
badge of mourning is described 
exactly in 1984 as it was in 
1878.  All Patrons at the ser-
vice should be so attired and 
flowers should be provided is 
stressed in the later manual.  
Some things in Grange do not 
change.   
     In the old manual it recom-
mends that a day be set aside 
for the planting of trees at the 
graves or elsewhere in memory 
of deceased Patrons.  It also 
states that a summer day 
should be used for visiting the 
sites of members who have 
passed to the Grange Above.  It 
also suggested flowers be col-
lected and dried for use in the 
burials in winter and to deco-
rate the halls.   
     This comparison only em-
phasizes that the thoughts re-
main consistent over  more 
than a hundred years.  The 
wording may change slightly or 
be omitted but the basic 
thought remains to comfort us 
in our sorrow.   
     As a long time historian of 
local history and Grange I have 
a copy of a news item describ-
ing the funeral of a Granger.  I 
am omitting some parts that do 
not pertain to the actual Grange 
service.  “In Lyons, April 7, 
1874, Sarah Todd VanMarter, 
daughter of B. P. VanMarter, 
aged 18 years.  At South So-
dus, Thursday last, April 9, a 
young member of the Patrons 
of Husbandry was buried with 
the imposing ceremony of the 
Order.  The deceased was a 
daughter of B. P. VanMarter, 
Master of Excelsior Grange of 
Lyons.” (This Grange was 
north of Lyons and the second 
organized in the county on Jan-
uary 5, 1874)    
     After a church service the 
remains “were carried between 
two lines of the members of the 
order and placed in the hearse 
which was trimmed with ever-
greens, with three pall bearers 
on either side, wearing white 

(Continued from page 2) Historian 

     Save the date! April 25th 
is the Lecturer’s and Family 
Activities Conference at 
Headquarters. Don’t forget to 
organize an art program in 
your Grange and bring your 
winners to Cortland. I find 
that art can be intimidating 
for people to tackle who don’t 
consider themselves “artists” 
per se. This needn’t be the 
case. 
     Last issue I mentioned the 
watercolors on sheet music 
project and painted rocks. 
What could be more easy and 
fun? Seriously, these materi-
als are cheap and easy to get. 
Go to the kid’s section in Jo-
ann to find what you need. 
Find some smooth rocks and 
an old hymnal. It’s really that 
easy. 
     There’s also local paint 
and sip operations across the 
state. It’s amazing what peo-

(Continued on page 4) 

Jolene Pirrone 
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Roger Halbert 

the Grange had ties now with 
that region, we were invited to 
participate in the “Big E.  The 
Family Activities department 
sends winners of its contests 
to be judged at the Big E.  We 
have also been invited to have 
directors that help run the 
Northeast Grange Building 
(The New England Grange 
Building).  We send a team 
each year to help supervise 
the building and to direct its 
affairs. 
     New York State Grange 
also helps to host the National 
Grange Session when it is 
held in this region  through a 
group called The Northeast 
Connection. 

ple can do with the little in-
struction. I have been to many 
paint and sips and I can’t say 
that anybody’s work was 
“bad” at all. Everyone made 
something beautiful. Some of 
these outfits also split the fee 
with a charity. Try having and 
paint and sip event at your 
Grange and invite the commu-
nity. Make sure you have 
membership forms available! 
     As we all know, the main 
responsibility of the Lectur-
er’s office is to provide an 
interesting and inspiring pro-
gram for your regular Grange 
meetings. Here’s a idea — get 
a guest speaker. 
     There are many, many 
people in your local commu-
nity that have stories to share. 
And a great number of them 
would jump at the chance to 
speak in front of any group, 
especially if a free pot luck 
dinner was involved. 
     What about a local busi-
ness owner? They could speak 
about how the nature of their 
work and what it took to be-
come successful. What about 
the organizer of your local 
farmers’ market? They could 
speak to the history of food in 
your community and who the 
movers and shakers in the ag-
ricultural world are near you. 
What about a community ser-
vice organization director, 
from the Salvation Army or 
Lions Club for example? We 
have so much in common — 
They can share how are they 
helping their community and 
how the Grange can help. 
     Nobody in your area is too 
small to be a guest speaker. 
Everyone has a great story to 
tell and their own unique per-
spective to share. Need more 
ideas? 

(Continued from page 3) Lecturer 

 

Barton Snedaker 

     The state planning com-
mittee has been meeting via 
ZOOM to start putting togeth-
er our Northeast Leadership 
Conference - LEADERSHIP 
20/20 - A Clear Vision.  It is 
to be held in Albany the last 
weekend of March of this 
year.  Things come around 
fast and I would encourage 
every Granger to consider at-
tending. The theme of this 
article is also encouragement. 
I have written before in this 
column about being a wel-
coming Grange.  Now I want 
to write about going beyond 
that and being an encouraging 
Grange.  Do you have ways in 
your Grange to encourage 
participation or attendance or 
taking leadership roles, or risk 
taking, or speaking out, or 
writing resolutions, or com-
mittee work or chairing one, 
or sharing new ideas, or bak-
ing or doing needlework or 
other crafts for contests, or 
planning/ implementing com-
munity service projects, or 
volunteering to be or to find a 
Lecturer’s program speaker, 
etc. There has to be as many 
ways to participate as there 
are Grangers. Is your Grange 
encouraging or discouraging?  
My guess is that if you are 
encouraging your current 
members you may also be en-
couraging the growth of your 
Grange through membership 
and leadership development. 
      “We’ve never done it that 
way before” are the seven 
deadliest words to any organi-
zation.  (I’ve  said that before 
and will most likely repeat 
myself.)  They are simple 
words uttered in defense of 
the status quo.  They are al-
most certain to shut down any 
encouragement you may think 

   It has been some time since 
our last communication, suffice 
it to say that life’s twists and 
turns continue but we are slow-
ly getting back to a normal ex-
istence.   
   For your reference, here is a 
listing of the monies that were 
collected prior to State Session 
and during the Session for our 
two special dollar campaigns.  
For the 2019 cancer project on 
behalf of State Grange, the fol-
lowing Granges collected “C” 
bills, shown by Pomona dis-
tricts: 
Albany   550 
Lewis     41 
Allegany  137 
Monroe  120 
Cayuga      56 
Ontario    55 
Chautauqua      38 
Otsego   149 
Chenango      31 
Rensselaer      8 
Columbia      55 
Seneca     20 
Cortland      20 
Steuben    79 
Dutchess          6 
St. Lawrence    27 
Franklin      50 
Tompkins  113 
Genesee      15 
Wayne   501 
Jefferson  622 
Wyoming    40 
   A check from New York 
State Grange, in the amount of 
$2,800 was presented to Randy 
Fipps, Assistant Vice President 
of Operations of the Samaritan 
Medical Center Foundation—
Cancer Care, Watertown during 
the Session. 
   For our “G” bill fund drive, 
whose monies go towards our 
obligations when the National 
Grange convention is in the 
northeast (special alert!...a re-
cent decision was made for the 
2023 Convention to be held in 
NYS!  More on this later), the 
following contributed toward 
this fund during the past year.  
At the conclusion of the Water-
town session, the following re-
sults: 
Albany   854 
Monroe    60 
Allegany  211 
Onondaga  100 
Cayuga      86 
Ontario  401 
Chautauqua      39 
Otsego     78 
Chenango      39 
Rensselaer    37 
Columbia      70 
Seneca     60 
Cortland      53 
Steuben  100 

(Continued on page 5) 

you are offering.  New mem-
bers will soon learn that their 
ideas are not wanted or re-
spected.  In some cases it only 
takes hearing those words  - or 
similar ones promoting the 
same thought* - once, to com-
pletely turn off a person who 
could potentially be a real asset 
to your Grange. I would en-
courage silence over speaking 
those words. “Think outside 
the box” has become a catch-
phrase for developing and en-
couraging new ideas. It’s the 
21st century for goodness sake 
and Grangers need to stop 
thinking the way they did in 
the 19th.  Some of our ideas 
about the way things need to 
be done need to go the way of 
hoop skirts and spats. 
     An encouraging Grange 
mentors its members so they 
feel confident in taking on new 
roles or leadership positions -  
explaining just what a specific 
officer’s position entails.  
Nothing is worse than being 
told you just sit there only to 
find out you will be expected 
to speak at every meeting.  If a 
Grange member is elected by 
his or her peers to fill a certain 
position in the Grange then 
they may need to be trained to 
do the job correctly.  A dis-
couraging Grange may let 
them fly by the seat of their 
pants only to have them hear 
other members grumbling 
about how they are “doing it 
wrong.” An encouraging 
Grange  sees the advantage in 
developing leaders, and trying 
or doing something a new way.  
The Grange has spent 150 plus 
years being innovative and 
progressive in its ways of 
thinking and moving ahead.  
Has a discouraging Grange 
done that? 
     I have been trying to come 
up with a mnemonic device to 
encourage encouragement 
(much like previous columns 
with leadership and member-
ship).  So what I’ve come up 
with so far is - Encouragement 
is or needs to be: essential, non
-judgmental, charitable, on-
time, uplifting, regular, ability 
based, generous, enlightening, 
mentoring, everywhere, natural 
and topical. 
     It is easy to decide which 
type of Grange you should be.  
It may be more difficult to be-
come that Grange.  If I am to 
be encouraging then I have to 
close this article with - “You 
can do it!” 
     We’ll have to run that by so
-and-so to see if s/he approves.  
We’ve tried that before/once 
and it didn’t work.  Just be-
cause!  But, that’s the way it 
has always been done.  You 
haven’t been here long enough. 
Why would we want to do that? 

port conference in Exposition 
Park. And, in the fall of that 
same year, the very first Eastern 
States Exposition was opened to 
the public. A total of 138,000 
people gathered at what would 
become an enduring tradition: 
the annual September event 
now known as The Big E, “New 
England’s Autumn Tradition.” 
To this day, that tradition has 
been interrupted only by two 
World Wars.  
     The Event is held in Spring-
field MA from September 18-
October 4, 2020.  The latest at-
tendance was about 1.5 million. 
     Several years ago, the Na-
tional Grange rearranged the 
regions for the Youth Depart-
ment and for hosting National 
Grange.  New York was moved 
from the Mid-Atlantic Region 
to the New England Region and 
the Name was called the North-
East Region.  The other depart-
ments were asked to be part of 
this region when Oliver Orton 
was State Grange Master.  Since 

(Continued from page 1) Big E 
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       In December North Camer-
on Grange passed out hand knit-
ted hats, scarfs, and mittens to all 
the students at the Cameron Val-
ley Pre-school. Our members 
knit these throughout the year 
and every December we give 
110 of each, so every student 
gets a hat, a scarf, and a pair of 
mittens.  

     Greetings!  I hope everyone had a merry Christmas and a hap-
py New Year's, celebrating with friends and family.  I also hope 
you're looking forward to this year's sporting events.   The dates for 
this year's events are as follows: 
Dart Tournament - April 26, 2020 at State Headquarters 
Bowling Tournament - June 7, 2020 at Cort-Lanes Bowling Alley in 
Cortland, NY 
Golf Tournament - July 12, 2020 at Orchard Valley Golf Course in 
Lafayette, NY 
     Please let me know If you have any questions about these 
events.  I would like to thank everyone that stopped by the Sport's 
table at the Idea Fair during State Session last October.  There was a 
lot of interest expressed in possibly adding a new event to our Sports 
Program in the future and we are still looking into this.        The youth program in New 

York continues to grow but 
have you updated your Granges 
youth enrollment lately? Please 
be on the lookout for a mailer 
sent to all subordinate secretar-
ies in the near future, so the 
youth department has the most 
updated list. This will help us 
contact youth members  with 
possible added activities in the 
future. The new National 
Grange Youth Director  Mandy 
Bostwick rolled out a new youth 
handbook and programming. 
This is to try and encourage 
more participation from the 
youth throughout the year and at 
National Grange. You can find 
this new handbook online or 
contact Katie to get a copy 
Kathleenef889@gmail.com).   
     The planned Winter Youth 
Leadership Weekend at Fre-
donia Grange on Jan. 17-19th 
was a success and filled with 
lots of fun. Even with the im-
pending possibility of snow 17 
youth stayed for the entire 
weekend and 14 more grangers 
came throughout the weekend to 
see Fredonia Hall or spend time 
with the youth. The youth prac-
ticed opening and closing the 
Grange hall, a history presenta-
tion about Fredonia Grange, 
from Doug Nelson, had a barn 
dance night and lots of fellow-
ship in between. Sunday morn-
ing we also enjoyed an update 
and spiritual service by the Fre-
donia Grange Chaplin. One of 
the unique things about this 
weekend was getting to try beef 
on weck, which you can only 
get in western New York. Yum!  
We would like to thank Fre-
donia Grange for planning the 
weekend, participating in all the 
youth activities and allowing us 
to stay an extra night until the 
roads cleared. We hope to see 
many people come to State 
Grange Headquarters in 
Cortland April 25th for the 
Speech, Sign-A-Song, Radio 
Spots, and the Lecturer’s Talent 

Katie Fallon 

Contests at the Lecturer/ Fam-
ily Activities Conference. 
Those planning to enter the 
Speech and Sign-A-Song con-
tests should contact Katie 
(kathleenef889@gmail.com) 
by April 1st. The age catego-
ries are: Youth 13 ½ -21; 
Young Adult 22-35; and Adult 
36+. The age of the contestant 
as of January 1, 2019 deter-
mines the age group. Start pre-
paring now for this eventful 
day! The Spring Youth Lead-
ership Conference will be held 
in Cortland in conjunction 
with the Contest Day and the 
Dartball Tournament, April 
24th – 26th . Please check 
your email or NYS Grange 
Youth on Facebook later for 
more information on the 
Spring Weekend. Information 
on the Northeast Youth Con-
ference in Vermont in July is 
not available yet, but we 
should have it at Contest Day. 
Those looking to get more in-
volved contact Katie 
(Kathleenef889@gmail.com) 
or join the NYS Grange youth 
Facebook page. 

Dutchess      21 
St. Lawrence    45 
Franklin      50 
Tompkins    92 
Genesee      44 
Wyoming    90 
Jefferson  353 
Lewis       44 
   Our total collections for the 
“G” bill fund raiser in 2019 
came to $2,927. 
   Great job on both endeavors!  
If you haven’t started on your 
2020 collections, there is plen-
ty of time to jump in as both 
will conclude at the State Ses-
sion in Corning.  Let’s see if 
we can top last year’s contribu-
tions! 
  The annual IRS consent form 
was sent to Subordinate and 
Pomona Secretaries early in 
January. They are to be re-
turned to the State Secretary at 
the Cortland office by March 1.  
The 2020 State Grange Direc-
tory is at the printer’s with 
hopes of getting them in our 
leaders’ hands by mid-
February. 
    Best wishes to all the Grang-
es in New York State! 

(Continued from page 4)Secretary 

PLEASE!  PLEASE!  PLEASE! 

If you have not already done so, please 

send your donation to the New York 

State Grange Museum Appeal.  

These funds are needed to provide nec-

essary maintenance of the museum and 

to provide more opportunity for people 

to visit. 

 

mailto:jolene@advancedwebdesign.com
mailto:kathleenef889@gmail.com
mailto:genren55@earthlink.net
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Gail Chamberlain 

     The 2020 National Junior Program is out with the Theme 
“Cultivating Connections”.  Check out the current program on the 
Grange website.  The next passport is out – Reducing Food Waste, a 
five star challenge.  It can be found on the National JG site as well 
as the latest Good Day Magazine.  Connect the passport with the 
2020 Agriculture Awareness program.  In the Good Day, You can 
also follow the directions for making cow’s milk soap.  Remember 
the 2020 state JG Program can be found in the State handbook that 
came out in the fall.  The current 2020 State crafts can also be found 
in the State Handbook. 
     New York State is hosting this year’s Northeast Leaders Confer-
ence in the Albany area end of March.  This is great Leadership 
training and I would encourage Junior Leaders to attend all or part 
of this conference, information and registration can be found in this 
issue.  Since this is so close to our annual Junior Leadership day, we 
will have that day later in the year. 
 

JG Craft Winners at 2019 State Session 

     Over 75 craft entries from across New York were brought to the 

147th NYS State Grange Session in Watertown,. I am pleased to 

award the following Best of Show rosettes, with prize money at-

tached for crafts. Blue will be listed first; then red, then white. Judg-

ing was on the Danish system, each craft judged on their own merit. 

Some categories did not qualify to have all three rosettes awarded.  

We remind crafters to follow the rules and be careful of size limita-

tions. 

Dump Cake (7 entries) 9-11  Colton Tarbell, Genesee Co. 

Wood Craft (15 entries) 5-8 Jahnoson VanLare,  Wayne 

Co. 

    Isabella Deyo, Albany Co. 

                         9-11 Steven Frost, Jefferson Co. 

                                             12-14 Kylee Bolton, Washington Co. 

Emma Williams, Lewis Co. 

Anna Winnicki, Genesee Co. 

Recycled Jean Craft  

(15 entries)    5-8   Isabella Deyo, Albany Co. 

                                                     Abbigale Bal, Wayne Co. 

             Ariss McMore, Washington Co. 

    9-11 Steven Frost, Jefferson Co. 

    12-14   Trinity Pearson, Lewis Co. 

Rabbit Craft 

 (10 entries)     5-8 Mason Pilc, Wyoming Co. 

      9-11 Steven Frost, Jefferson Co. 

    12-14   Colton Tarbell, Genesee Co. 

    Trinity Pearson, Lewis Co. 

Styrofoam Ball Craft  

(13 entries)      5-8 Hannah SandsArissa McMore, 

     Albany Co.  

    12-14 Emma Williams, Lewis Co. 

    Kylee Bolton, Washington Co. 

JAY Craft (14 entries)  Jomni Tarbell, Genesee, Co. 

    Steven Frost, Jefferson Co. 

10-14 and Youth to age 18) 

Jefferson County Junior Grange members performed the opening and 

closing ceremonies  during the Sunday afternoon program.  Junior 

Grange enthusiasm is always displayed.   Thank you to them, for all 

their hard work. They each also received a special Passport Binder, 

from the State Junior Director, Gail Chamberlain, where they may 

store their Junior Grange Passports when completed..    Boxes were 

collected for the “kids helping Kids” project, thank you to all the 

Granges who brought boxes to State Session and for those that 

stayed in their communities.  About 50 boxes were donated to kids in 

their community.   

Honored guests included Past State Junior Directors, Karen Wilcox 

and Emily Ormsby  were recognized. A Grange Museum Memorial 

brick was purchased by the Juniors in memory of past State Junior 

Director who recently passed away. A `collection of $75 from the 

State Directors was presented for the Junior work.  National Master 

Betsy Huber and State Grange Master, Stephen Coye were Junior 

Grange honored guests. 

During the Junior Lecturer’s program, a Camp report was given by 

Camp Directors Sherri Taft and Ryan Orton.  Campers that were pre-

sent sang “Dirty Socks” Juniors selected random Grangers, and 

WHILE WEARING THE Grange Hero cape, told us what their 

“super power” would be and why. tips were given by the Junior 

members who are Fire ambassadors.  Pizza was enjoyed after the 

program.  

A big THANK YOU for all the generosity with the collection taken 

prior to the Junior program on Sunday.  The money is used for the 

cash envelopes for rosettes.  

NYS Juniors recognized at National Grange Session 
     The 153rd National Grange session was held recently in Bloom-
ington, MN. 
Congratulations go to Kirkland Junior Grange, Jefferson County, for 
receiving 4th place in Community Service, Junior Grange division. 
Karen Wilcox is Junior leader.  Also congratulations go to East Pem-
broke Junior Grange and leader Jomni Tarbell for recognition and 
receiving a plaque for 2019 Dairy; Agriculture Awareness.  NYS 
Grange is proud of our Juniors! 

     The NYS Agricultural Society and 
the NYS Grange are excited about the 
2020 NYS FFA Chapter of the Year 
honoree -the Delaware Academy 
FFA. The award criteria have been re-
evaluated and fine-tuned to reflect the 
resurgence of agricultural programs 
throughout the state and to recognize 

the good work in schools and in local communities that new and 
emerging NY FFA chapters are executing. Goals for NY FFA for the 
2019-2020 academic year are to build membership to 10,000 students 
and to launch 15 new chapters.  
     At Delaware Academy, FFA leadership is a credit bearing course 
that all high school members participate. A sample of this school jun-
iors can attend InTENse, a summer program enabling college bound 
students to tour NY's SUNY colleges.  
     Delaware Academy's maple sugaring enterprise is giving members 
hands-on business experience from the ground up as to transform a 
raw commodity into a saleable product. Their sap house has evolved 
into a teaching center for both elementary students and local resi-
dents. Building on their growing expertise, FFA members have par-
ticipated in the NYS Fair Maple and NYS Maple Conference provid-
ing great opportunities for youth to engage with consumers and net-
work with industry producers and distributors.  
     On the dairy side, FFA members are teaming up with local gov-
ernment officials and school administrators at the Delaware County 
Fair. These VIPs are getting first-hand experience on the care and 
professionalism required by youth participating cattle showmanship.  
Produce harvested in the school Garden Project is used in district caf-
eterias so all students have fresh vegetables as a food option. FFA 
members and their peers in agronomy class are partnering with ele-
mentary classrooms to grow crops in raise,  
beds.  
     All Delaware Academy members complete a minimum of two 
hours of community service each school quarter. Students h hosted a 
free, community-wide pancake breakfast. They have donated milk to 
the local food bank through their "give a g of milk" challenge. And 
for the past six years, the FFA miniature sugar house float has ap-
peared in the local Christmas parade.  
     Congratulations to the Delaware Academy FFA program and the 
outstanding work being done to build community and youth leaders 
for the NYS food and agricultural industry.  
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     On a cold November 
morning, Oxford Grange 
#894 members, Sarah 
Crampton and Deb Barnes, 
delivered a shopping cart of 
food the Broome County 
CHOW food drive, spon-
sored by Music for a Mis-
sion. CHOW is the Com-
munity Hunger Outreach 
Warehouse, which distrib-
utes over 175,000 pounds 

of food monthly and over two million pounds of food yearly. Oxford 
Grange donated nearly $50 in non perishable items for the food drive, 
which Sarah and Deb were told that members of Chenango County 
reap benefits from, as well as Broome County members. Oxford 
Grange #894 has members ranging from Norwich in Chenango 
County to Johnson City in Broome County, plus out of state mem-
bers. While tallying the total and realizing $50 might not seem like a 
lot to donate to such a good cause, Sarah and Deb decided to pool 
their own money together to match the Grange’s donation. Items do-
nated by the Grange include the following: 12 cans of potatoes, 12 
cans of peas, 12 cans of carrots, 12 cans of mixed vegetables, 12 cans 
of pork and beans, six cans of pears, and six cans of peaches. Addi-
tional items donated in the match: four cans of chicken, six cans of 

tuna, six boxes of macaroni, six jars of sauce, six boxes of stuffing, 
and eight cases of ramen soups. Oxford Grange #894 is challenging 
other Granges, large and small, to reach out and make donations to 
local food drives. 

 2020 Northeast Grange 

Leaders Conference  

20/20 Leadership: A Clear 

       January, 2020 

 
Dear Grange leader, 

     The New York State Grange is hosting the 2020 leadership 

Conference for the North East States. 

We are very excited to be able to offer this opportunity to Grangers 

in the North East with the hope that the activities and learning ex-

periences offered will assist in better preparing us to move forward 

into the new decade and beyond in our Grange work. As many are 

faced with declining memberships and fading interest, we are con-

fident that the training we present will be valuable and inspiring. 

Historically, this conference has been viewed as primarily an event 

for State Grange Leaders. 

     Beginning in earnest last year we are changing the focus to be 

more inclusive and thus beneficial to 

Grange leaders (and potential leaders) on all levels of our Organi-

zation. We feel this is important, as the local level is where the ac-

tion is, and all else filters upward. Thus we would encourage this 

expanded participation, In the hopes that folks that are really inter-

ested in making things work in their local 

Granges will afford themselves of this opportunity. 

The conference will be held at the beautiful Albany Hilton Inn, 

Downtown Albany, NY. Should you wish to come early or stay 

later in order to take in some of the area attractions, the convention 

rate is available for two days prior and two days after our event. 

This must be booked with the hotel when your initial reservation is 

made. All Information relative to room rates, parking etc., are 

printed on the enclosed registration form. Feel free to duplicate the 

form, as it will work best for us to have separate forms for all at-

tendees. 

     In addition to helping ourselves with an event like this, we also 

endeavor to help others as well.  To this end, we are asking that 

you consider a donation which will be given to the Grassroots Giv-

ers for their Feed and Read Program. They suggest children's books 

of all types - especially diary of Wimpy Kid, the Dog Man Series, 

Dork Diaries and easy readers such as Pete and Cat. Biscuit and 

Clifford are always appreciated. Gently used items are acceptable. 

In relation to food, nonperishable after school snacks such as small 

bags of pretzels, goldfish, granola bars, applesauce, etc. We appre-

ciate your consideration. 

     Please give this serious consideration. The Hilton is a great fa-

cility in a very accessible location, and we are confident that this 

conference will meet your expectations and much more. Thank you 

for considering this opportunity to benefit you and your Grange. 

 

Stephen C. Coye, Master and 

The NYS Grange 

Conference Planning Team 

 

Name _________________________________________________  

Address ________________________________________________ 

Phone ____________ Grange Name & No. ____________________ 

State ________________ Office (for nametag) _________________  

Workshops. A total of six (6) workshops are being offered on Satur-

day, of which you may select three (3) from the choices. The ones 

marked with (*) are being offered twice to benefit as many as possible. 

Please check your preferences :                    [   ] Community Service*        

[   ] Membership*            [   ] Lecturer                      [   ] Junior                                  

[   ] Public Relations*       [   ] Youth.    

The New York State Grange is hosting the 2020 Northeast Leaders Confer-

ence March  27-29, 2020 at the Hilton Albany, 40 Lodge Street, Albany, 

NY 12207. All Grange members are invited and encouraged to attend. A 

variety of valuable workshops and events are planned which will  be very 

beneficial  in  the important areas of Grange  lead-ership  development to  

move us forward. We have a block of rooms reserved,  and we encourage  

all to register as soon as possible in the event that we need to expand our 

block . The rate is $139.00 per night (plus taxes) for a King Standard or 

Double Queen Room, and garage parking is $15.00 per night. Please call 

the reservation line at 1-866-691-1183 and use the following code: 

4GRANG to access our room block.  The room block will be released  

March 2 at 5:00 p.m.  

Meal Package.  To make things a simple as possible this conference will 

feature an all day Saturday meal package. It will include a breakfast buffet, 

morning break, lunch buffet, afternoon break, and evening buffet.  Sunday 

Breakfast will be on your own.  A summary of the offerings is attached.  

The price is $130.00 per person, all taxes and gratuities included. Use this 

time to network as well as to nourish.   

Meal Package:                 $130.00  

Registration Fee:            $  20.00  

TOTAL ENCLOSED WITH THIS FORM                       $ ________________  

Registrations Due:  March 2, 2020  

Please make all checks payable to the New York State Grange Mail to: NYS 

Grange Headquarters, 100 Grange Place, Cortland, NY 13045 Please direct 

any questions to the State Master’s mobile #: 518-573-1274 or email: ste-

ve@nysgrange.org   

Check here [   ] if you are a youth member willing to participate in an im-

promptu  Saturday evening program.  

2020 Northeast Grange Leaders Conference  

+++ REGISTRATION FORM +++  
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20/20 Leadership: A Clear View 

Conference Overview 

This year’s North East Leaders Conference will provide a unique op-

portunity for Grange leaders, and potential leaders on all levels to 

experience and acquire valuable information and skills to assist in 

leading our organization into the new decade and beyond.  The focus 

is 100% on leadership development for the total Grange program. 

We encourage participation from as many leadership areas of our 

Granges as possible. While there may be no specific break-out or 

workshop for every leadership area, we encourage broad participa-

tion as we all are involved in the total program of our Granges. It is 

our goal that everyone leaving the conference will consider it time 

well spent and be better equipped to carry forth the work of the 

Grange. 

Friday Evening Breakouts: As it is necessary to provide time for  

the various Departments connected with North East Grange activi-

ties, time has been provided following the opening of the conference. 

For those in attendance who may not be involved in any of the desig-

nated areas, we are providing an informal time with National Master 

Betsy Huber. 

Plenary Sessions: Two sessions will be presented.  

The first will be led by Sally Crosier, Nationally known and ac-

claimed Educator/Writer, with an interactive workshop designed to 

discover our individual personality traits, and how to use them effec-

tively with others who may not share the same traits. As all of us are 

different, and as we all must work together, this should be an exciting 

and beneficial presentation. 

The Second Session will be hosted by Worthy National Master Betsy 

Huber, sharing her insights, concerns, and challenges for action as 

we move ahead. 

Workshops Six Area specific workshops are being offered. 

 Community Service/Involvement: This will be an interac-

tive workshop hosted by  

 NYS Grange Community Service Director Sherri Taft and 

designed to help identify  

 programs/projects, big or small, that will fit community 

needs. 

Junior: Hosted by National Grange Junior  Director  Sa-

mantha Wilkins & NYS Grange Junior Director Gail Cham-

berlain, designed to assist in the development of Junior pro-

grams whether or not an organized Junior Grange is presently 

possible. 

 Lecturer: Hosted by New York State Grange Lecturer  

Jolene Pirrone. Entitled “Creative 

 Problem Solving,” the session will discuss the Lecturer’s role 

in solving the unique 

 problems that present themselves on a regular basis, and gen-

eral leadership in relation 

 to the entire Grange program. 

 Membership: Hosted by National Grange Leadership/

Membership Director Joseph 

 Stefenoni, & New York State Grange Leadership/

Membership Director Barton Snedaker. 

 Entitled “What have I done?” it will explore successes and 

mistakes in relation to 

 membership recruitment and retention, and attempt to devel-

op a positive pathway 

 going forward. 

Public Relations: Hosted by NYS Grange Public Relations 

Director and Warren Dews, Jr., General Manager of the Hud-

son-Catskill Publishing Group. The workshop will dis-

cuss the importance of public relations and developing the 

proper content for media outlets. 

 Youth: Entitled “Growing Your Youth Program” this work-

shop will focus on the 

 leadership principles needed by youth leaders, as well as 

those supporting the program 

 even if not directly involved. The workshop is hosted by 

NYS Grange Youth Director  Katie Fallon.  

 

Meal Package  

This being a departure from previous events, an explanation is in 

order. On January 20 we were advised by the Hotel where we had 

planned to hold the conference that they would be unable to ac-

commodate us. Given the very short window to find another facili-

ty we enlisted the services of the Albany Visitors Bureau, and in 

four days’ time they found another facility that could host the event 

that was not way over the top price wise. We felt it necessary to 

stay in the Capital District area given its location in the eastern part 

of New York. Facilities away from the Albany area that could ac-

commodate us would add significant travel time from the New 

England States, which we did not wish to do. As the Capital Dis-

trict is pricier than some, the conference from the outset would be 

more than last year. We are pleased that we were able to secure a 

new location, with the cost being roughly only around $100.00 

more than our previously selected location. As per the registration 

sheet, here is the buffet menu for the day. 

Classic Breakfast Buffet 

Scrambled Eggs, O’Brien Potatoes, Maple Syrup Sausage and Ap-

ple Wood Smoked Bacon  

Seasonal Sliced Fresh Fruit to include sliced Cantaloupe, Golden 

Pineapple & Honeydew Melon with Fresh Seasonal Berries  

Assorted Mini Danish, Specialty Muffins and Croissants served 

with fruit preserves and sweet butter 

Selection of Chilled Orange, Cranberry and Apple Juices 

All Breakfast Buffets served with Freshly Brewed Regular & De-

caffeinated Coffees, Hot teas  

 

Deli Lunch Buffets 

Warm Tomato Bisque with Parmesan 

Fresh Fruit Salad, Garden Salad with Tomatoes, Cucumbers and 

Carrots served with Ranch and Herb vinaigrette  

Penne Pasta Salad with Oven Roasted Tomatoes, Kalamata Olives 

and Pesto 

Sliced Black Forest Ham, Roasted Turkey and Roast Beef Sliced  

Roasted Vegetable Platter Cheddar, Swiss and American Cheeses  

Whole Wheat, White and Marble Rye Breads  

Chef’s Selection of Cakes and Pies   

All Chilled Lunch Buffets Served with Tomatoes, Green Leaf Let-

tuce, Sliced Onions and Kosher Dill Pickles, Dijon Mustard, Yel-

low Mustard and Mayonnaise, Assorted Kettle Chips and Freshly 

Brewed Regular & Decaffeinated Coffees and Hot Teas   

Fondue Afternoon Break 

Dark and White Chocolate Fondue, Whole Strawberries, Large 

Marshmallows, Biscotti, Assorted Petit Fours, Rice Crispy Treats 

Dinner Buffet 

 Slow Braised Short Ribs, & Chef Tori’s Famous Fried Chicken 

 Baby Mixed Green Garden Salad with Mushrooms, Teardrop To-

matoes, Shredded Carrots, Cucumbers with Ranch and Cabernet 

Dressings Spinach and Tomato Lasagna with Basil Buttered Baby 

Carrots  

Chef’s Selection of Cakes and Pies 

 


