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The work of another New
York State Grange Session will
soon be upon us. Members
from across the state will ex-
plore important topics and share
opinions. Issues will be amica-
bly discussed to ensure that
New York State Grange takes
the best stance possible.
“Amicably” being the most im-
portant word. Grange members
should always be known for our
ability to calmly debate an is-
sue. This ability to differ yet
remain true friends is a wonder-
ful aspect of the Grange legisla-
tive work.

Each Pomona delegation
should review ALL the resolu-
tions submitted for considera-
tion at Session. As delegates
will be voting on all resolutions
that come to the floor, prior
knowledge is important. Re-
search should be done on the
issues to learn as much as pos-
sible prior to meetings. Pomo-
na members can be a great re-
source, on various issues.
While a certain person may be
known for his/her knowledge
about health issues, that same
person may be a great source of
information about tax issues.

Be willing to ask.

Session work can be daunting.

Acting on resolutions, voting on
(Continued on page 2)

What's Inside

New York State
Grange
153 Annual Session
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Hilton Garden Inn
Watertown/Thousand Is-
land

October 17 - 21, 2025

Hosted by Jefferson Pomo-
na Grange
Program of Events

Rooms
General Session - Ballroom (1 & 2)

Exhibits - Adirondack Mountain
Ballroom

Press Room - Room 1xx

Grange Issues Friday - Black River
Board Room

The 153" General Session of the New
York

State Grange will be held in the Lake
Ontario & Thousand Islands Ballrooms

Session Committee rooms will be an-
nounced from the President’s Podium.
No session committee meetings will
take place while guest speakers are
giving presentations.

Friday, October 17

10:00am-5:00pm Registration
Pavillion Lobby

10:00AM Audit Committee - Library

4:00pm - Hotel check-in

(earlier as rooms are available)

1:00pm Session Committee Chairs
Black River Board Room

1:00pm — 4:00pm Silent Auction Check-
in Adirondack Mountain Ballroom

2:00pm Grange Issues Committee
Black River Board Room

3:00pm — 4:30pm Junior Project early
Check-in Adirondack Mountain Ball-
room

5:15pm Milk Punch “Meet & Greet”
Conference Room Hallway

6:00pm Annual Banquet

Lake Ontario/Thousand Islands

Ballrooms -State Grange Lecturer’s
Program

Setup Meeting room (Following

Banquet and Program)

Lake OntarioThousand Islands

Ballrooms

9:00pm G.R.O.W. Club Gathering
1812 Headquarters &
Climb to Glory Conference
Rooms

Saturday, October 18

7:30am —8:30 am Junior Projects

check-in

Adirondack Mountain Ballroom

7:30am Lecturer’s Breakfast - Pavil-
lion Lounge

7:30AM State Officer’s Practice

8:00am Registration - Pavillion
Lobby
8:30am Baking Entries check-in —

1812 Headquarters Con-
ference Room

9:00am Opening of the 153" Annual

Session of the NYS Grange in the Sixth
Degree

Lake Ontario/Thousand Islands

Ballrooms

Session Pianist: Irene Fassett

Lower to Fourth Degree

Recognition of Past Masters, First

Ladies, Honored Guests, Officials
Quorum Call

State of the Grange Address

Sandra M. Green, State Grange

Master & President

Business reports

(%) Ryan Orton, Secretary

(%) Kenneth Smith, Treasurer

(%) Daniel Woolley, Chair
Executive Committee

(%) Virginia Dehner, Chair

Audit Committee

11:00am Recess— Session Com-
mittee meetings, as Needed - Lo-
cations to be announced prior to
Recess

11:15am Sixth Degree Rehearsal
12:00pm — 2:00pm Buffet
(by presale ticket only)

3:00pm Reconvene General
Session

Department & Program Reports

(%) Brenda Noble, Lecturer

(%) Cindy Benson-Pollard,
Legislative

(%) Cindy Benson-Pollard,
State Fair Building

(%) Maryanne Campbell,

Family Activities
(%] Thomas Lawton, Leader
ship / Membership

(%) Barbara Lavier, Museum
Board

(4] Lori Previty, Fund Raising

(%) Bruce Croucher, Grane
Foundation

(%) Bruce Croucher,

Information & Empire
State Granger
(%) Carol Bailey, Historian
(%) Bruce Dehner and
Matthew Horton, Sports

Committee Reports — Dele-
gate Action

5:30pm Closing in the Fourth
Degree

7:00pm 5th Degree Obligation
Library

7:30pm  Seating of State Officers —
Ballroom (1 & 2)

Speaker: Barbara Foster, National

Grange Pomona
Conferring the Sixth Degree
Closing In the Fourth Degree

9:30pm Setup & Practice by Youth
Officers
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Sunday, October 19
8:30am Memorial Service

Virginia Conner, Chaplain
9:15am Gerald Eastman Award
9:30am Youth Opening — Fourth Degree
Youth Department Annual
Report
Sarah and Ray Barber, Co-
Directors
Committee Reports — Delegate action
11:30am Recess
11:30pm — 1:00pm Buffet
(by presale ticket only)
1:00pm Reconvene
Junior Department Annual
Report—Sherri Horner, Director
Camp Program Report
Sherri Horner & Ryan Orton,
Co-Directors

1:45PM Committee Reports — Delegate
action

3:00pm Community Involvement/
Service Melvin Phelps and Joan
Phelps, Co-Directors
Food Drive Presentation
$1.00 ‘C’ Bill Presentation

Committee Reports — Delegate action
4:00pm Speaker — Richard A. Ball,
NYS Commissioner of Agriculture

and Markets

5:00pm Closing in Fourth Degree

7:00pm Idea Fair - Adirondack
Mountain Ballroom

7:30pm Ice Cream Social - 1812 Head-
quarters & Climb to Glory
Conference Rooms

8:00pm Music and Entertainment
Ballroom (1 & 2)
8:00pm Delegate-At-Large Meeting -
Black River Board Room
Monday, October 20
8:30am Opening in the Fourth Degree

Appointment of Election Committee
(Full Officer Election,
2 Museum Board Directors)

Committee Reports — Delegate action
12:00pm Noon Recess
12:00pm Museum Board Luncheon —
1812 Headquarters &
Climb to Glory Conference
Rooms

1:30pm Reconvene

Committee Reports— Delegate Action
5:15pm Recess
7:00pm Reconvene
Committee reports — Delegate action
Installation of Officers
Closing in the Fourth Degree
Tuesday, October 21
9:00am Opening - Fourth Degree
Conclusion of Business, if needed
Closing the 152nd State Session of
the New York State Grange

Grange Foundation Meeting — One hour
after closing

Executive Committee Meeting — Two
hours after closing
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budgets, and electing officers
all need thoughtful considera-
tion. The decisions made
could have long-lasting effects.
Due care must be exercised.
However, each delegate select-
ed brings a unique perspective
to any issue and must share
his/her knowledge, thoughts,
and questions to ensure that all
sides of the issues are dis-
cussed. Every delegate is ex-
pected to represent the Pomona
membership back home and
holds the responsibility of
speaking when necessary. It is
hoped that most of the in-depth
discussion will take place in
the committee meetings. How-
ever, if any delegate feels more
discussion is needed, that dele-
gate must be willing to speak
on the floor. No one should
ever feel intimidated about
sharing thoughts in a Grange
meeting, at any level.

The annual State Session is
also when the work of the past
year is reviewed. It is im-
portant to celebrate successes.
It is also important to review
those things that did not go
quite as was hoped. The New
York State Grange has many
parts. Each of them must have
a place in the annual meeting.
Plans for the next Grange year
must be presented. Each
Grange member in New York
State should know what the
programs will be and how to
access details. No one at any
Grange Session wants to leave
without knowing where and
when the next will be. Like-
wise, no one attending any
Session should leave without
the knowledge of how the
Grange leadership is preparing
for the next year.

While the business con-
ducted on the floor is our pri-
mary responsibility, the annual
New York State Grange Ses-
sions are more than work.
They provide a chance for fun
and fellowship. I doubt many
could quote a few years later
which resolutions were passed,
but each member attending can
remember speaking with fel-
low members, including Na-
tional Grange representatives.
The ice cream social is a great
chance for this. Perhaps you
could eat a meal with those
from a different county. Try to
find time to visit with someone
you haven’t previously met.
The 153" Annual New York
State Grange Session will be
remembered for something.
Every Session has been. How
many of you reading this re-
member a witch at State Ses-
sion? Or, Super Bert? A
building evacuation just prior
to a 6" Degree? Tours, such as
of Bolt Castle? A “dead
horse” lying on the meeting
floor? Auctions of various
items? The State Grange offic-
ers drilling to YMCA and do-
ing the macarena?

While some of these events
could not happen again, and

others we hope won’t, it is the
shared moments that make
memories. For what will this
Session be remembered? Let’s
all strive to make the memories
of the 153™ Annual New York
State Grange Session joyful!

On a personal note, I, and the
rest of Anna V. Green’s family,
wish to thank all of you for all
your heartfelt thoughts and
prayers. My family, who have
chosen not to be involved at the
State Grange level, were over-
whelmed by the many cards,
donations, and number of
Grangers who were able and
willing to come support us. |
never doubted how much the
Queen Mum was loved by
Grangers across the state and
nation. I was blessed to see it
firsthand. I felt your thoughts
and prayers. The Grange truly
is a family. The best of fami-
lies. Ilove you all.

Chaplaimns
Cormer

Virginia L. Conner

BLESSINGS

Have you ever thought about
the blessings you receive each
day? Whether you realize it or
not, you receive many, many
blessings as you go about your
daily routine.

Blessings come in different
forms. Sometimes we just take
blessings for granted — that
we’ll have food; a place to
sleep; that the sun will rise and
the moon will set; family and
friends will always love us and
that there will be assistance
when we need it.

Habit blessings — asking
God’s blessing on the meal we
are about to consume; asking
God to bless our thoughts in
planning a road trip and then
before embarking asking His
blessing for travel safety. I'm
sure you have many more habit
blessings you do in your life.

Unexpected blessings — a vis-
it from a child, grandchild,
friend or someone we haven’t
seen in a long time; to have a
sunny day when the weatherman
had predicted clouds; when a
driver lets you into traffic from
your driveway.

Pause for a few minutes and
think about how God has
blessed you this very day or
week. Then thank Him for
those blessings. Proverbs 10:6
says, “blessings crown the head
of the righteous”. Ezekiel 34:26
“there will be showers of bless-
ing”. Matthew 5:3-11 list the
Beatitudes — “Blessed are......

I pray God gives you blessings
each day and that you’ll be a
blessing to others.
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POMONA CHAPLAINS:
Please send to me the names of
your Sixth Degree members
who have passed away between
October 2024-September 2025
so that they may be properly
recognized at the Memorial
Service at State Grange Ses-
sion.

Legisiative
COIum

Cindy Benson-Pollard

Fall is here. The colors of the
trees paint a beautiful backdrop
for the cooler season that is fall.
I hope your Grange is taking
advantage of this time of year
to work on telling your commu-
nity about the work we do ad-
vocating for our communities.
By the time of this article, reso-
lutions to be considered at this
year’s State Grange session
should have been submitted.
They will be emailed to the del-
egates at large. Please be sure
that they are distributed to your
delegates. I encourage you to
review your resolution packets
before your arrival at State
Grange.

Session committee meetings
have been scheduled. These
dates were mailed as part of the
packet for State Grange. Please
be sure you share the dates and
times for the meetings. These
meetings are via Zoom. If you
are a delegate, you will receive
and email with the Zoom link
for the meeting. If you do not
have computer access, you can
still participate in the meeting.
Please call me on 315.413.9335
after 1 pm and I can give you
the meeting number and
passcode you will need to dial
into the meeting.

On September 27", we held our
annual legislative conference at
Grange headquarters in
Cortland. If you attended,
thank you for coming. I want
to thank Cuyler Grange for
providing lunch for those joined

us for the day. We had speak-
ers in the morning and re-
viewed the resolution process
and answered questions about
the Grange’s legislative work
in the afternoon. This was a
good day to make connections
with our representatives in the
State Legislature.

If you need help with your res-
olution writing or have any
questions, please feel free to
contact me. Should you call,
please do so after 1 PM.
Thank you.

Youth

Co— Directors
Sarah & Raymond Barber

Over the last few months
there have been some changes
in the Youth Department. Un-
fortunately due to personal rea-
sons Johannah has asked to
step down as the Co-Youth Di-
rector. She has done a wonder-
ful job in this role and I am so
glad to have had the opportuni-
ty to work alongside her. Her
assistance will be missed but
she has agreed to stay on as a
member of the Youth commit-
tee so we have not lost her val-
uable input for the program.

I would like to extend a warm
welcome to my new Co-
Director, my husband, Ray
Barber. Ray stepped into his
new role at the end of June and
has assisted me at the North-
east Youth Conference in RI in
July. He has a great rapport
with the youth members and I
am enjoying working with him.
Ray and I are excited to be able
to serve the Grange together.

At the Northeast Youth Con-
ference we had 5 youth and 2

juniors attending. Participants

were able to test their skills at
bowling and we went on a tour
of a local dairy farm. We ate

The Empire State Granger, Published 6 times annually by
The New York State Grange, 100 Grange Place, Cortland, NY

13045

Phone (607)-756-7553 FAX (607)-756-7757, E-MAIL
NYSGRANGE@NYSGRANGE.ORG

Third class postage paid at Cortland,( #57). Subscription Rate a
portion of member dues is paid as a subscription to the Empire

State Granger.
Editor Bruce M. Croucher

Executive Committee: Daniel Woolley, Chair, Sandra Green,
President, Ryan Orton, Grange Secretary, Melvin Phelps, Vice
President, Bruce Croucher, Executive Committee Secretary,

Barbara Lavier, Elaine Smith.

Postmaster: Forward address changes to 100 Grange Place,

Cortland, NY 14532




Page 3 Empire State Granger

homemade ice cream there and
shopped at the bakery on site. Lat-
er we had a code reading work-
shop and watched a movie about
the Washington State Rowing
team which taught us about leader-
ship and perseverance.

We are currently planning the
Fall Youth Weekend which will be
held at Brunswick Grange in
Rensselaer County September 19 -
21. Some possible activities in-
clude Black light indoor mini golf
& a cooking workshop. We also
plan to work on team building and
communication at the youth week-
end. The youth will be practicing
the opening and the closing of the
Grange and working on our drill
for the State Grange Session. |
hope you will send your youth
members to join us. Registration
forms and the Schedule for the
weekend can be found on our Fa-
cebook page and/or the State
Grange Website.

Can you believe State Grange is
just around the corner? Summer
sure flew by. The youth will be
filling the roles of the State Offic-
ers on Sunday October 19th in
Watertown. They will also be per-
forming a seating drill. I hope you
will come and see what a great job
they do. Ray and I are so happy to
serve as your Youth Directors and
we can’t wait to see what the rest
of the year will bring.

State Grange
Secretary

Ryan Orton

ESG ARTICLE — AUGUST 2025

The 153" Annual Session of the New
York State Grange will be here before we
know it, and there’s a lot to do to get
ready for another outstanding Session!
Here are a few reminders to Grange Sec-
retaries, Delegates, and State Officers/
Directors:

e Subordinate Grange Secretar-
ies: Please make sure your
September Quarterly Reports
are on time! Membership
numbers from these reports
will be included in my Annu-
al Report at State Session. It
would be great if all Granges
were on time with their Quar-
terly Reports!

e Subordinate & Pomona
Grange Secretaries: Please
make sure to send in your
Officers List for the 2026
State Grange Directory by
September 15™! If there are
no changes to your Officers
or Committees, just send me
an e-mail stating this and
save a stamp! Then we know

we have the most cur-
rent contact information
for your Grange.

e Pomona Grange Secre-
taries: I’m still missing
a few Delegates Lists!
Please forward them to
me ASAP so your Po-
mona can have voting
representation at State
Session in Watertown!

e Pomona Granges Alpha-
betically from Albany to
Jefferson: It’s your turn
to provide items for the
Silent Auction. Last
year, the profit from this
annual fundraiser was
over $1,500! Let’s do it
again this year!

e State Grange Delegates:
Know when your Ses-
sion Committee will
have their Zoom Meet-
ing to review resolutions
submitted for this year’s
State Session. Remind-
ers will be sent out from
the State Grange. Even
if you don’t have a com-
puter or internet, you
can access a Zoom
Meeting via phone. It’s
important for all Dele-
gates to have the oppor-
tunity to actively partici-
pate when reviewing
resolutions so the Com-
mittee can give an edu-
cated recommendation
to the Delegate Body as
a whole regarding each
resolution.

e Ifyou are a First Time
Delegate to State
Grange, a Zoom Meet-
ing is scheduled for
Thursday, September
18™ at 6 p.m. to review
the entire Delegate pro-
cess for State Grange
and answer any ques-
tions you may have.

e State Grange Officers &
Directors: Please send
me your reports elec-
tronically as a Word
Document by October
1** if possible! Word
Documents are much
easier to include in the
Journal of Proceedings.

If anyone has any questions about
State Session, please don’t hesitate
to ask!

Congratulations to the following
Granges for welcoming new mem-
bers!

6 New Members: Bethlehem
Grange #137 (Albany County)

4 New Members: Champion Grange
#18 (Jefferson County)

3 New Members: Pierstown Grange
#793 (Otsego County)

Milton Grange #685 (Saratoga
County)

2 New Members: Walton Grange
#1454 (Delaware County)

September October 2025

Mount Pleasant Grange #349
(Oswego County)

Greenfield Grange #807 (Saratoga
County)

Plattekill Grange #923 (Ulster
County)

1 New Member: Susquehanna
Valley Grange #1552 (Broome
County)

Ausable Valley Grange #973
(Clinton/Essex County)

Copake Grange #935 (Columbia
County)

Albright Grange #440 (Cortland
County)

Rhinebeck Grange #896 (Dutchess
County)

Kirkland Grange #684 (Jefferson
County)

Lecturer

Brenda Noble

I hope everyone has enjoyed
their Summer. It will soon be
a new, Grange year. The
Handbook for 2026 is on the
State Grange website. The
photo contest categories will
be “Farmers at Work,” and
“Snowy Day.” Fine Arts for
the Adults will be a Collage,
and for the Juniors it will be a
Lego creation — not built us-
ing a kit, sizing no larger than
16”x167x16”. The writing
contest will be an article for
the Empire State Granger or
Good Day magazine about a
Grange event. Another cate-
gory for writing is an essay of
no more than 500 words
about “What would grow in
my garden.” The education
project will be about the
Monarch Butterfly as they are
considered a threatened spe-
cies (not yet considered en-
dangered).

The annual report forms can
be found in the 2024-2025
Handbook on the NY State
Grange website. Please send
them to me as soon as possi-
ble and no later than Septem-
ber 15" 1 do read the reports
when writing my report and
look for suggestions for im-
provement.

Save the Date of April 17-
19,2026 — New York will
be hosting the Northeast Lec-
turers’ Association Confer-
ence in Cortland!! We look
forward to inviting everyone
to come, learn from our work-
shops, and meet other
Grangers from the Northeast
region.

I am looking forward to see-
ing everyone at State Session
in October!

Farily

Activities

Maryanne Campbell

Family Activities

Summer passes so quickly and is
such a busy time of the year.
Now we are beginning to look
forward to fall as one of the most
beautiful times of the year. The
colorful foliage can give us a
spectacular view. It is as though
someone took a paint brush and
splashed color all over the trees.
This is one of my favorite times
of the year.

The Eastern States Exposition,
Big E, will take place from Sep-
tember 12"- 28", Again, if any-
one is interested in working at
the Big E on the week of Sep-
tember 22" let us know. We
will be glad to have help. In the
last news article, I called the Big
E the Northeast Exposition
which [ must correct because it is
the Eastern State Exposition. |
have received many craft items
for the fair and I will deliver
them to the Big E, some had
been mailed out. I really appreci-
ate it so much and thank those
who made and donated crafts.
They are greatly appreciated.

The Eastern Regional FFA
Contest at the Big E will take
place on FridaRI and Saturday,
September 12" & 13™. For those
of you who became winners at
our State Contest in certain cate-
gories, your crafts will be dis-
played and judged on the above
dates. Those Patrons that did
place were announced in the July
August 2025 issue of The Em-
pire State Granger. Winners of
the Big E contest will be an-
nounced at our State Conference
in October. I wish everyone the
best of luck at this contest.

At our State Conference in Oc-
tober, all craft items’ that placed,
1% or 2" will be displayed as
well as Best of Show and Peo-
ple’s Choice. Crafts can be
picked up to take home on Sun-
day afternoon, October 19" or
Monday October 20". Monetary
winnings will also be presented
to the crafters or the representa-
tive of that County. Our commit-
tee is looking forward to seeing
many of you at the conference.

The baking contest takes place
on Saturday, October 18™ at 9:00
am with chocolate cake and pea-
nut butter frosting being judged
at 10:00 am. Please remember to
make a copy of your original rec-
ipe. We need copies of your
original recipe card to stay with
the cake for our bake sale after
the contest. Best of luck to all the
bakers. This contest gives our
bakers a chance to reveal their
baking skill. There will be a sign
at our table when the cakes are

(Continued on page 5)
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No! It means that we have more of
an opportunity to talk to our friends

about the Grange. Did your Junior Grange

projects do at your competitions? Did your
Junior Grange do a fun field trip this sum-

mer? All of these topics are things that you
can talk to your friends about when you get

ior Grange, the more your friends will want

Sherri Horner

way to increase your Junior Grange
membership!

Do you have Junior Grange members that are graduating into Sub-

ordinate Grange? Please reach out to me as I have Junior Grange
Graduation certificates that I will send to you for your Graduates.
If possible, I would also like to attend your Graduation ceremony
and personally give the graduates their certificate.

At this year’s New York State Grange Session, please make sure

that all projects are at the Junior Grange area by 8:30 AM on Satur-
day. The judging will begin at 9:00 AM and we want to make sure

that all projects are properly tagged and ready for judging. If you
need the project cards, please let me know and I will mail them to
you so they can be filled out prior to State Session.

At the Idea Fair this year at State Session, I will have the 2026 craft
project list, along with copies of the New York State Grange Junior
Grange handbook. If you have any questions on anything, I will be

available to answer your questions.
Keep up the great work that you are all doing as Junior Grange
members! You all make the Grange proud!

What a great summer we had this year! Events were held at Stan-
ford Grange, Dutchess County; Walton Grange, Delaware County;
North Cameron Grange, Stueben County; and Lamson Grange, On-
ondaga County. All of the attendees had a great time at Kids’ Day
Out. The day started with the campers making homemade bouncy

balls, followed by making a catapult and decorating their rockets.
For Community Service, they painted flower pots, then planted

flowers to decorate the Grange Halls that we were at this year. For
leadership, we played with Mr. Potato Head. It was a challenge for
the campers to work together to accomplish the goal by only saying
one word to a time. True leadership was shown during this activity.
For rocketry, Matthew Horton has told the campers that if they hit a

director’s vehicle, they would get $5.00. This year, he had to fol-
low through on that promise as one of the rockets landed on a di-
rector’s vehicle. The rockets traveled high and far this year. At
Stanford Grange, the children were able to enjoy some swimming
and playground time in the afternoon. At Walton Grange, we had

several indoor and outdoor activities to keep the campers busy. At

North Cameron Grange, we went to a local park and did a hike in
the afternoon. At Lamson Grange, an obstacle course kept the

campers busy after setting off the rockets in the afternoon. It is al-

ways such fun to see children of all ages making new friends, so-
cializing all day, showing leadership potential, and having a great
time overall.

We are in the process of planning Kids’ Day Out 2026. We will

have the locations at the New York State Grange Session in Octo-

ber. We are also looking for some items to be donated for next

year’s events. If you or your Grange are able to donate any of these

items, please bring them to State Session and give them to Sherri
Horner or leave them at the Junior Grange display area.

Kids’ Day Out Wish list: 2-liter bottles, stickers, plastic table-
clothes, rice/beans, 8x8 aluminum pans, old CDs/DVDs, marbles
and bottle caps.

Thank you to everyone for their support of this wonderful program!

Now is

Across the country states are achieving a net gain in
membership. Many have made this goal repeatedly in the

last few years. New York State is within easy reach of a net
gain in membership it will only take each Grange in the state

to gain one new member.

I Summer is coming to a close and it
is time to return our focus to school
and learning. Does that mean that
we stop focusing on Junior Grange?

set up a display at your county fair? Did your
Grange host a Kids’ Day Out? How did your

back to school. The more you talk about Jun-

to learn about the Grange. What a great
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Commumnity
Invelvement

Melvin Phelps and Joan Phelps
Co-Directors

Fall is in the air and that means
the beginning of another Grange
Year. That also means the be-
ginning of another year of Com-
munity Service Projects for your
respective Granges. The project
year runs from September 1* to
August 31%. Begin your record
keeping now so it will be easier
to complete the report at the
Grange year’s end.

The New York State Commu-
nity Service Committee met in
early June via zoom to discuss,
review and make some changes
to the Community Service Hand-
book for the 2026 year. We
think you will all like the chang-
es made, at least we think/hope
you will. We do. Check the
NYS Grange web site and pull
up the Community Service Pro-
gram 2026 Handbook and read
through it. Then — get to work
and keep track of everything
your Grange does that is Com-
munity Service oriented. You
will be surprised at all of service
hours your Grangers will tally.

You will find two new pro-
grams suggested for your
Grange members to participate
in. The first one listed is : New
York State Grange Ideas Unlim-
ited. This program is to encour-
age a Grange to develop an
“idea” for a Community Service
Project. Complete a Project
Planning Guide which will con-
tain photo evidence of the event
and a timeline of planning. Al-
s0, include a one-page descrip-
tion of the activity.

This project must be turned into
the New York State Grange Di-
rector of Community Involve-
ment by September 15", Prizes
will be awarded for 1%, 2™ and
3" place. There is more infor-
mation regarding this program in
the handbook.

The second program is
“Outstanding Community Ser-
vice Granger”. Community Ser-
vice is an integral part of the
Grange that allows local mem-
bers to interact and serve the
communities where they reside.
This award is given to an active
Granger who is involved in mul-
tiple local community service
opportunities. More information
regarding this program is includ-
ed in the Community Service
Handbook.

New York State Grange partici-
pates in the “School Backpack
Program”. We, the Community
Service Committee encourage
your Granges participation by
bringing a food donation to the

Annual State Grange Session.
The food is then donated to a
School in the area so that stu-
dents who are in need may take
home food bags on a weekend
or over long breaks. This helps
to ensure that students have
enough to eat while not in
school.

In 2025 we will be donating to
Carthage Central School’s
Backpack Program. They have
requested the following items
that are delivered to their stu-
dents.

Remember the “C” bills for
cancer. The money is collected
at State Session and is donated
to an organization or facility
that assists or supports cancer
patients near the Annual State
Grange Session each year.

Your Grange can collect the “C”
bills throughout the year and the
Delegate from your County can
bring this to the State Session in
October. Cancer seems to affect
almost every family at some
point in our lives. This is one
way that we as Grangers can
support the people and families
who are experiencing this.

There are many ways that we
as Grangers can support our
communities. Hospitals that
have New-Born units often wel-
come knitted baby caps. Check
with your hospital and see if this
is an opportunity for the knitters
of your Grange. The new-born
baby is given a cap and they go
home with it. So caps are need-
ed all the time. Check with
Nursing Homes and see if they
would welcome knitted lap
blanket for their residents.
Some do and the residents eyes
light up when they receive this
gift. These are some ideas that
may “fit” for Your Grange in
their Community Service Pro-
gram.

Get started on your Communi-
ty Service Program for the 2026
year. Enjoy serving your re-
spective communities.

TR e

The program handbook is
available. The handbook
will not be distributed but
can be printed from the NYS
Grange website.

https://nysgrange.org

Choose the department in
which you are interested,
scroll down and chose to
view or download the sec-
tion you want or tor the en-
tire part.

If you wish to get a printed
version of the entire hand-
book, they are available for
$5.00, Contact the State
Grange office.
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for sale alerting those allergic
to peanut butter. The winners
will be announced Saturday
afternoon at the Conference.

My quote for the day:

“I like dogs ‘cause if you’re
doing something stupid, they
don’t yell at you. They do it
with you.” Bill Keane

Please give me a call or mes-
sage if you have any questions
at 607-847-6639, cell 607-226
-4441 or kmcamp-
bell@citlink.net

State Grange
Historian

L

Carol Bailey

DID YOU KNOW ...

That the Ovid Grange Hall was
reputed to be the oldest hall in
the U.S.? According to an arti-
cle in the September 1963 issue
of The Empire State Granger,
various sources attribute the hall
as the first in the nation built
exclusively as a Grange

hall. Ground was broken in the
spring of 1875 “after farmers
had their corn planted and work
in shape.” Although the inside
was not finished the first meet-
ing in the hall was on December
25, 1875. (?) Membership was
106.

The hall was dedicated on Sep-
tember 28, 1876 with past Na-
tional Grange Lecturer T. A.
Thompson conducting the ser-
vice.

In 1877 the Grange was in debt
$1400 for the hall which cost
about $2000.

A side note mentioned that
wheat was $2.50 a bushel in
1868 and the price had de-
creased every year since. It is
known that in Seneca County
some large stone farmhouses
were built with profits from sale
of wheat during and after the
Civil War and are known as
“wheat” houses.

The mortgage was burned
March 22, 1891. Ovid Grange
Hall history continued with
Seneca County Fire Relief As-
sociation and Seneca County
Pomona Grange both being or-
ganized there.

Membership high was reached
in 1924 with 236 patrons and
now has 75 members (unsure of
year). A picture of the hall ac-
companied the article.

Ovid Grange Hall was visited
and considered as a possible site
of the New York State Grange
Museum.

In the July 1965 issue of the
Grange paper it tells about the
first talent, prince and princess
contests for Juniors. It was
conducted by Junior Superin-
tendent Lorraine

Loucks. Eighty-six youngsters
from 5 to 15 competed in the
contests representing 28 coun-
ties. There were five divisions
in the talent contest. Junior
princess in the 11 -15 age was
Lynn/e Wilber, Otsego County
and prince was Tom Reed of
Ontario County. In the young-
er age group princess Susan
Senn, Cattaraugus County,
reigned while prince was Wil-
liam Baldwin, Saratoga Coun-
ty.

History was made at the state
session in 1963. Mrs. Kay
Williams of Maple Leaf
Grange in Canada was elected
state lecturer. She was the first
Canadian elected to state of-
fice. She was associated with
Franklin County Pomona
Grange and a past president of
the Pomona Lecturers’ Associ-
ation.

It is noted that she was donat-
ing her salary back to NYS
Grange. I remember for many
years the Canadian national
anthem was played following
our anthem.

Mrs. Betty Barnes, Norwich
Township Grange, won an offi-
cial Grange metal sign for her
recipe, APPLE PIE WITH
CRUMB TOPPING. Recipes
had been asked for in a previ-
ous paper. A recipe a month
was being chosen for printing
according to the information
given. This was in the May
1963 Empire State Granger.
From the November 1966 issue
of the state Grange paper is an
article on the baking con-

test. In those days the contest
was also sponsored by the
American Agriculturist and
there were big prizes. Mrs.
Clifford Dornan was the win-
ner of the applesauce cake con-
test and she chose a Monarch
electric range for her grand
prize and other items al-

so. There were 53 entries; one
from each Pomona.

In that same issue is a column
called “Controversy Corner”
which seems to be like a letters
to the editor section. Increase
in dues, baking contest, com-
ments on a previous letter and
one by an ex-Granger were
printed.

The December 1970 issue
listed the Benson Family of
Dutchess County as winners in
the National Grange Family
Musical Finals (instrumental
division). A picture shows Na-
tional Young Couple of the
Year Don and Sue Drake with
other Grangers at the Syracuse
airport after winning the honor
in Boise, ID.

The two pages of the paper are
filled with ads from localities
around the state. The go from
Albany to Yorkshire. Included
are ads for cars, diners, chain-
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saws, insurance, fuel, funerals,
upholstery, and banks. Agway
(it was in its heyday then) had
an ad for almost every town
listed.

I had an inquiry about Junior
prince/princess contest earlier
this year and could find no men-
tion of it in the Journals. When
these two dozen or so issues of
The Empire State Granger were
given to the museum, I brought
them home to look through. So
I was pleased to find the contest
was covered in the paper and
then responded again to the in-
quiry. There is a lot of history
captured in those Empire State
Grangers through the years.
Thanks to the family of Nelson
Eddy for many items, including
the papers, that were donated to
the museum.

Co-Directors
Bruce Dehner & Matt
Horton

The bowling tournament was
held on Sunday June 1%. We
had a great turnout. 14 teams
bowled, an increase of 4 teams
from last year. We had 9 state
officers and 4 special deputies
bowling. I want to thank every-
one who bowled, so good to see
the bowling alley full of
Grangers. Here are the results -
1* place Here and There State
Officers with a score of 1986.
Vernon Starr could not bowl as
he was called into work so the
team members were Alyvia
Fuchs, Allan Mallette, Mazlyn
Fuchs, and Deb VanLare. 2™
place Sat. Night Grangers #1
with a score of 1976, team con-
sisting of Virginia Dehner, Lora
Richardson, Elise Robinson and
Mike Larry. 3" place with a
score of 1943, Kirkland Grange
#684, team members Corey
Walts, Wade Walts, Kelly
Frost, and Nathan Frost. 4"
place Cortland County Pomona
#25 with a score of 1929, team
consisting of Chris Fox, Cathy
Nagel, Dale Nagel and Charles
Batsford. If anyone wants to
see all the final results just get
in touch with me. The golf tour-
nament was held on July 6" at
Orchard Valley golf course in
Lafayette . The results are as
follows. First place Mt Hope

Grange #902 second the Div-
ots, Cuyler Grange, 3" place a
tie Cortland Buzzards, Cuyler
Grange and Cuyler 3, 4™ Hits
and Misses Cuyler Grange.
Fraternally, Bruce Dehner

Greetings, gentle friends. The
cornhole tournament was held
on August 2, 2025 at our Head-
quarters building in Cortland.
We had 8 teams participating-
Sal & Pam, Cathy & Dale,
Melissa & Ryan, Chuck &
Debbie, Jay & Erica, Doug &
Jerry, Charlotte & Charles, and
Felicity & Lowell. In the final
round Doug McCall and Jerry
Vandenburg beat Chuck &
Debbie Wuenst to become our
2025 NYS Grange cornhole
champions. Doug and Jerry
were awarded certificates for
their achievement. Everyone
seemed to have a good time and
enjoy themselves.

Cornhole is the conclusion of
our State Grange Sports tourna-
ments for the year. Thank you
to all who participated in any of
our 4 sports tournaments- Dart-
ball, Bowling, Golf, and Corn-
hole. We hope to see you all
back next year (and bring other
members too). We will have an
annual report at State Session,
so everyone can look forward
to hearing that.

Hopefully many of you had a
chance to make it to the NY
State Fair to see the exhibit the
sports committee placed in the
Grange building this year.

As always, if anyone has any
questions feel free to contact
the Sports co-directors Bruce
Dehner and Matthew Horton.
Thank you all for participating
and making our sports program
a success. Well done, good and
faithful servants!

Oxford Grange #894
125th Anniversary Celebration
You Are Cordially Invited
to the 125th Anniversary
Celebration of
Oxford Grange #894
Join us as we honor over a century
of community, fellowship, and
service.

Date: Saturday, October 11, 2025
Reception: 5:30 PM Banquet: 6:30
PM

Location: Pomona Grange Hall
167 County Route 32A Norwich,
NY 13815
Tickets: $25 per person
(Seating is limited — RSVP early!)
A punch reception hosted by the
Chenango County Dairy Ambas-
sador will precede dinner. Enjoy a
delicious home-style meal:
Turkey, Mashed Potatoes, Dress-
ing, Gravy,

Corn, Tossed Salad, and Macaro-
ni & Cheese We welcome Grange
members, community partners, and
friends to celebrate this milestone
with us.

Please RSVP by September 10
Contact: Teresa Lawton
[1607-226-1053 [1
rayhmyh@yahoo.com
[J 150 Wheeler Ave, Norwich, NY
13815
We look forward to celebrating with

you!
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NEW YORK STATE GRANGE
2025

Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues Dates

September 1
September 1

Community Service Reports due to Director
National JG Report due

Sept. 12 — 28 Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) — West
Springfield, MA

Lecturer’s Reports due to State Lecturer

Fall Youth Weekend — Brunswick Grange Hall — Rens

selaer County

September 15
September 19 — 21

September 21 Grange Day at the Big E — West Springfield, MA
September Executive Committee Meeting — TBA
September 27 Legislative Day, 9 a.m.

September 30 Subordinate Dues to State Secretary

September 30 Junior Grange Quarterly Report to State Secretary

October 17 — 21 153" Annual New York State Grange Session—Hilton

Garden Inn, Watertown

October 21 Executive Committee Meeting — Hilton Garden Inn in
Watertown — 10 a.m.

October 21 New York State Grange Cultural & Educational Foun
dation Meeting — Hilton Garden Inn in Watertown

October 25 Empire State Granger Copy Due for November

December Edition
159™ Annual National Grange Convention — Carnival
Horizon Cruise out of

November 8 — 16

Miami, FL
December 15 Empire State Granger Copy Due for January February
Edition
December Executive Committee Meeting — TBA
December 31 Subordinate Dues to State Secretary
December 31 Junior Grange Quarterly Report & Dues due to State
Secretary
As 0f 06/23/2025
Bath and North Cameron
to jointly

celebrate 150™ Anniversaries

2025 marks the 150™ Anniversaries of Bath Grange 294 and North
Cameron Grange 355, both from scenic Steuben County. We have
decided to hold a joint celebration of this milestone achievement. We
are holding a meal and awards ceremony on October 25™ at 1:00 PM
in Bath at the Masons Building located on the Steuben County Fair-
grounds. We would love to have you all join us for our special day.
Hope to see you there!

Lamson Grange

Lamson Grange recently held a Community Historical Exhibition.
Many local historians and members of the community came to the
Grange Hall to set up displays  of their local historical items. Oth-
er people came in with photos and newspaper clippings from their
families and events that had happened in the past. Many people
came and spent the afternoon reminiscing about the “Days Gone By”.

Milton Grange

We held a Backyard Chicken Workshop on April 26th and it was a
success! Eric Smassanow and Jason Poirier presented on everything
one would need to know to keep chickens at home. Topics included
local regulations, buying/raising chicks, feeding, watering, coop de-
signs, etc. After the presentation was over, two of the attendees
joined our Grange! Jason joined after the Homesteading on a Half
Acre classes in 2023 and is now teaching classes - we seem to have
come full circle.

The wider community has an interest in educational content. The
Milton Grange #685 has been successfully drawing in new students
and new Grange members by catering to that interest.

Contact Information

Be a star and add
a few new
members to your
Grange.

September October 2025

Sandra M. Green, President
100 Grange Place
Cortland, NY 13045
607-756-7553
president@nysGrange.org
Ryan Orton, Secretary
218 Attlebury Hill Road
Stanfordville, NY 12581
845-868-7869
secretary@nysGrange.org
Brenda Noble, Lecturer

7973 Telephone Road
LeRoy, NY 14482
585-815-3875
bnoblel195@gmail.com
Cindy Benson Pollard

Legislative Director
401 Charles Avenue, Syracuse, NY
13209
315-413-9335
Cbenson 81@msn.com
Virginia L. Conner, Chaplain
918 Bartnick Road
Genoa, NY 13071
315-246-7330
viconner48@yahoo.com

Maryanne Campbell
Family Activities
PO Box 294
Norwich, NY 13815
607-847-6639 Res.
607-226-4441 Cell

kmcampbell@citlink.net
Thomas Lawton
Leadership Membership
4763 State Hwy 12
Oxford, NY 13830
607244-7799
lawtont4@yahoo.com

Melvin Phelps
Community Involvement
PO Box 493
Copenhagen, NY 13626
318-778-6712
northerngracefarm@gmail.com
Youth

Sarah & Raymond Barber
34 Timberee Lane
Valatie, NY 12184

518-698-1811

Sarahbarber22@gmail.com
Bruce Dehne Matt Hortonr, Sports
PO Box 372
DeRuyter, NY 13052
315-852-6460
bed221@yahoo.com
matthewhorton14870@yahoo.com
Carol Bailey, Historian
3033 Middle Sodus Road
Lyons, NY 14489
315-946-4379
barnlady38@yahoo.com
Sherri Horner, Jr. Director
164 County Route 14
Fulton, NY, 13069
kidsbreak@yahoo.com
Cindy Benson-Pollard
NYS Fair
Grange Building Superintendent
315-413-9335
Cbenson 81@msn.com
Steve@nysGrange.org
Sherri Horner
Ryan Orton
Camp Directors
kidsbreak1@yahoo.com
secretary@nysGrange.org

Ross Grange 305 Celebrates 150 Years

During April of this year members

with a display at the Falconer Public

Library. Special New York State

Grange Deputies Allan and Fannie

Mallett of Newark, NY presented

Ross Grange members with a plaque §
from National Grange to commemo- |

rate their 150 Anniversary. State

Historian Carol Bailey was also pre-

sent.

Ross Grange items were also on display at the Chautauqua County
Fair. Included in the display was a picture of the original charter,
pictures of first members, original secretary’s book, Grange jewelry,

trophies and banners.

Ross Grange was started in Ross Mills, NY in a multipurpose build-
ing to bring rural people together for purchasing power as well as
socialization. They now meet in the Falcon’s Nest Banquet Hall,
originally built by Ross Grange for meetings and community use. In
2013 the building was purchased by Robert Cross owner of 3 C’s Ca-
tering. Grange meetings are still held there on the second Tuesday of

the month.

News
CORNER

it
'w
\,

National Grange Awards $40,000 in Rural Life Initiative Grants
32 Projects Selected to Strengthen Hometowns Across America
by Philip J Vonada National Grange Communications Director

WASHINGTON, DC — In late June, National Grange President
Christine E. Hamp announced the nationwide launch of the Rural Life

(Continued on page 7)
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Initiative, a program designed to revitalize hometowns by fund-

ing community-based projects through local Granges. Following

a year of successful pilot programs in seven states, the expanded

initiative will support Granges making a difference in their com-

munities.

The initial round of grants required applicants to include a focus

tied to the National Grange’s signature program, Project Suste-

nance, which aims to address issues of food security, self-
sustainability, and personal and community resilience. Addition-
ally, applicants were required to identify at least one partner or-
ganization in their area to collaborate with, and also had to in-

clude a strategy for recruiting new members. By the July 31,

2025 deadline, more than 60 applications from 46 Granges were

submitted. Thirty $1,000 grants will fund projects to be complet-

ed by September 30, 2025, while two $5,000 grants have an ex-
tended deadline of December 31, 2025. “These grants are about
action — helping Granges respond quickly and creatively to the
real, immediate needs they see in theircommunities,”

Hamp said. “We hope they’ll also inspire Granges to leverage

this momentum into securing outside funding and forge powerful

partnerships that make a lasting impact in their communities.”

A wide array of project ideas was submitted, ranging from com-

munity gar- dens and personal education classes to dances,

school supply giveaways, and support for a 5K fundraiser for lo-
cal students. All applications were reviewed by National Grange
staff and partners, with Granges receiving notification in early

August. The two $5,000 grants were awarded to:  Little Lake

Grange #670 (CA) — for support for their Grange Garden and

Grange Garden Education Project « Dry Creek Grange #646

(WA) — for support for veterinary science classes for youth in the

community The $1,000 grants were awarded to: « Copake

Grange #935 (NY) » Eagle Grange #1 (PA) * Harraseeket Grange

#9 (ME) » Lacomb Grange #907 (OR) ¢ Little Deschutes Grange

#939 (OR) * Matlock Grange #357 (WA) « Meyersville Grange

#188 (NJ) * Mica Flats Grange #346 (ID) » Mount Lookout

Grange #339 (CO) * Nyah Grange #133 (MT) ¢ Otter Creek

Grange #1493 (KS) ¢ Pine Grove Grange #115 (WA) ¢ Pleasant

Grove Grange #475 (OR) * Pleasant View Grange #1459 (KS) ¢

Rio Linda Grange #403 (CA) * Rockford Grange #501 (OR) ¢

Russellville Grange #91 (PA) « Saco Grange #53 (ME) « Senexet

Grange #40 (CT) » Sierra Valley Grange #466 (CA) * South Fork

Grange #605 (OR) « Spring Hill Grange #909 (WA) * Stevenson

Grange #121 (WA) » Stranger Creek Grange #374 (WA)

« Sunflower Grange #162 (CO) * Tranquility Grange #344
(ME) « Vassalboro Grange #322 (ME) ¢ VilleWorth Grange
#1300 (NC) » Whelan-Ewartsville Grange #114 (WA) » Wil-
liamsburg Grange #225 (MA) “I look forward to seeing these
Granges really capture the success of their programs,” said
Nona Bear, who helped facilitate the National Grange’s GPS
to Success webinar where the grants were announced. “I was
impressed by the creativity, the adaptability, and the exciting
opportunities the selected Granges included in their applica-
tions. It was such a wide range of projects that show how
Granges are staying in tune with what their communities
need and trying to provide the solutions.” As final reports are
submitted, stay tuned to the National Grange’s Grange To-
day! newsletter and Good Day! magazine to see stories about
the programs and the impact local Granges can make on their
hometowns. This will likely not be the only round of Rural
Life Initiative Grants given this year. “This is just the begin-
ning for the Rural Life Initiative grants,” Hamp said. “We’re
working to secure additional funding so we can open the door
for even more grants — possibly with exciting new areas of
focus. If your Grange wasn’t selected this time, don’t count
yourself out. Each round will allow fresh ideas to have their
chance to shine.” Future grants will be announced on the Na-
tional Grange’s social media and in the Grange Today! news-
letter. Additional information can be found on the National
Grange website at http://www.nationalgrange.org/rural- life-
initiative

National Grange Policy Updates & Issue News

August 2025

Agriculture and Food Congress needs to pass a “skinny” farm
bill The President signed the One Big Beautiful Bill Act into law
on July 4. It included several big-ticket farm bill items such as
support for commodity programs, crop insurance, supplemental
nutrition assistance (SNAP), dairy, sugar, and biofuels. However,
there are many more sections to a farm bill that have not been
addressed since the last farm bill in 2018. Congress hopes to
begin debating the so-called “skinny” farm bill sometime this
fall. So what is left to do in the “skinny” farm bill?

1. Conservation

a. Reauthorize the Conservation Reserve Program

September October 2025

2. Rural Development
a. Rural Broadband Programs
b. ReConnect Loans and Grant Program
¢. Community Connect Grants
d. Water and Waste Disposal Loans and Grants
e. Community Facilities Program
f. Rural Business Development Grants - These support small and
emerging rural businesses through technical assistance and capital ac-
cess
g. Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)
h. Rural Renting Housing Loans & Self-Help Housing
Grants
3. Credit
a. Direct and Guaranteed Farm Ownership and Operating
Loans
b. Microloan Program
c. Beginning Farmer and Rancher Down Payment Loan
Program
d. Emergency Loans
e. Loan servicing & restructuring programs
4. Research, Extension and Related Matters
a. Agriculture Food and Research Initiative
b. Competitive research grants
c. Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education
d. Evans-Allen & 1890 Capacity Grants - These support HBCUs and
minority serving institutions
e. National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) and
Economic Research Service (ERS)
f. Hatch Act and Smith-Lever Programs - These support land grant
universities and extension programs
5. Forestry
a. Healthy Forests Reserve Program - This encourages landowners to
restore, enhance, and protect forests that provide habitat for endan-
gered species and improve biodiversity
b. Forest Legacy Program - This helps states and private landowners
protect environmentally essential forests through conservation ease-
ments
c. Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program - These
assist local governments, tribes, and nonprofits in acquiring forests for
public access, conservation, and education
d. State and Volunteer Fire Assistance - This is funding and technical
assistance for state-level forest management and wildfire prepared-
ness
e. Urban & Community Forestry Program - This supports the devel-
opment and maintenance of tree cover in cities and towns; promotes
green infrastructure and heat reduction
6. Energy
a. Rural Energy Program for America Program (REAP) - These grants
and loans help farmers and rural businesses invest in renewable ener-
gy systems and energy efficiency upgrades
b. Biorefinery Assistance Program - This supports the construction
and development of facilities producing advanced biofuels and renew-
able chemicals
c. Biomass Crops Assistance Program (BCAP) - This encourages
farmers to grow and harvest biomass crops (switchgrass) for energy
production
d. Bioenergy Program for Advanced Biofuels - This provides pay-
ments to producers of eligible advanced biofuels made from non-farm
feedstocks
e. Carbon sequestration and renewable fuel pilot programs
7. Horticulture/Specialty Crops/Organic a. Specialty Crop Block
Grant - This 1s funding to states to support projects improving special-
ty crop competitiveness
b. Farmers Market and Local Food Promotion Program - This ex-
pands local/regional food systems, including farmers’ markets, food
hubs, and farm-to-school efforts
¢. Organic Certification Cost-share program - This reimburses up to
75% of certification costs for organic producers and handlers
d. National Organic Program - This is the USDA regulatory
body overseeing organic production standards
e. Plant Pest and Disease Management and Disaster
Prevention - This funds early detection and prevention
efforts to combat invasive pets and plant diseases.
8. Miscellaneous
a. Outreach and Assistance for socially disadvantaged and Veteran
Farmers and Ranchers (2501 Program)
b. Office of Urban Agriculture and innovative production
c. Livestock indemnity and forage programs
d. Disaster relief and animal health infrastructure
Reorganizing the U.S. Department of Agriculture
Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins has announced a major
reorganization of USDA to refocus on its core operations to better
align with its founding mission of supporting American farming,
ranching, and forestry. She says reorganization will:
* Ensure the size of USDA’s workforce aligns with available

(Continued on page 8)
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financial resources and agricultural
priorities

* Bring USDFA closer to its cus-
tomers

* Eliminate management layers and
bureaucracy

* Consolidate redundant support
functions

The reorganization includes a
phased plan to relocate much

of its headquarters and National
Capital Region USDA staff out of
the Washington area to five hub
locations around the country where
the USDA already has a significant
staff presence. These locations are
Raleigh, NC, Kansas City, MO,
Indianapolis, IN, Fort Collins, CO,
and Salt Lake City, UT. In addi-
tion, USDA will vacate several
building complexes around Wash-
ington and return the property to
the General Ser ices Administra-
tion. The USDA has been receiving
feedback and comments from Con-
gress and stakeholders during Au-
gust. Enforcing trade deals’ ag pro-
visions a top priority The USDA
and the Office of the U.S. Trade
Representative say that ensuring
countries fulfill their commitments
to increase purchases of U.S. agri-
cultural commodities will be a top
priority

for the administration. Recent ag
purchase commitments were in-
cluded in trade deals with Japan
and Indonesia.

Ag Workforce

Uncertainty continues around farm
labor As the detention and deporta-
tion of undocumented immigrants
ramps up, thought leaders are be-
ginning to suggest the U.S. has a
choice to make regarding agricul-
ture. It can import more people to
tend crops and do other kinds of
agricultural

labor. It can raise wages enough to
see if U.S. citizens and immigrants
with legal status will take these
jobs. It can import more food.
Washington is beginning to focus
on possible new programs for for-
eign ag workers with guest worker
visas.

New York State Grange
Merchandise Store

Grange Funeraisers

The Fundraising Department would like to introduce a new fundraising initiative. At State Session this
year we are offering Return Address Labels with the Grange Logo. We would be able to type anything
you would like printed on the label. Maybe your Grange w/# and contact information for pamphlets on
display. Think outside the box, the possibilities are endless. Cost is $5 per sheet of 60 labels, the cost
lowering the more sheets you purchase of the same label. Available at Silent Auction table.

New York State Grange &= 2025 Fundraiser Cuba Cheese Shoppe

NYS Grange Fundraising Committee is organizing the Cheese Sale again this year thatcould benefit yourSubordinate
and/orPomonaGranges andour NYS Grange. Enclosed you will find the order form for a Fundraising Program from Cuba
Cheese Shoppe. We feel it would benefit our Granges and promote NYS dairy products and producers.

Your Subordinate or Pomona Grange would earn $1.00 for every item soldand the remainder of the proceeds would
benefit NYS Grange. Order forms are included and can be copied. If you need a full color brochure, please contact Lori.

Let's make this a profitable adventure and support our agricultural businesses, while promoting our Granges too.

8 0z. CCS Sharp Cheddar Stick $5.00 I

8 0z. CCS Extra Sharp Cheddar Stick $5.00

16 oz. CCS Sharp Cheddar Block $9.00 useum un alse

16 oz. CCS Extra Sharp Cheddar Block $9.00

2-.51b. CCS Sharp Cheddar Block $20.00 GET YOUR MEMORIAL BRICKS

2.5 Ib. CCS Extra Sharp Cheddar Block $20.00 BEFORE PRICE INCREASE

51b. CCS Sharp Cheddar Block $39.50 At the November Museum BOE.lI'd
meeting it was stated that the price

5 1Ib. CCS Extra Sharp Cheddar Block $39.50 WOU.l d be increasing. SO now iS your

80z. CCS Sharp Cheese Spread $5.00 chance to get them before pI'iCGS

8 0z. CCS Horseradish Cheese Spread $5.00 I'iSC. 4x8 iIlCh are ﬁfty dollars and the

8 0z. CCS Port Wine Cheese Spread $5.00 8x8 inch are seventy five dollars. A few

8 0z. CCS Pepper Jack Cheese Stick $500 | more are needed for an order with free

8 0z. CCS Colby jack Cheese Stick $5.00 Shlpplng Send your order to Patricia

10 0z. CCS Summer Sausage szo | VanLare, 5413 VanLare Rd., William-

2 Ib. Guggisberg Baby Swiss Wheel $20.00 | SO, NY 14589. Email pvan-

2 1b. Bag CCS Shredded Mozzarella sus | lare2@yahoo.com Order blanks are

21b. Bag CCS Shredded Cheddar sus | available from her also.

12/ 10z. Mozzarella String Cheese $6.50 Please Continue to save "H" (hlStOI'Y)

24 oz. Buttermilk & Maple Pancake Mix s dollars for t_he museum. Sixty dollars .

811, oz Maplc Syrup smsr| Was turned in at State Grange. This will

335 o2 Maple Candy x| be the second year for this savings pro-
gram.

1 Ib. Cheese Curd $16.50

NYS Grange now has its own store to provide items for ALL Grangers.

Items in the store can be customized for you and your Grange.
© There is no minimum order

e Items are shipped directly to your home

- Your purchases help support NYS Grange
® Extended and Tall sizes available

Visit the store at:https://1800tshirts.chipplyv.com/NewYorkStateGrange/

Here 1s an opportunity to purchase your new Grange gear and support the New
York State Grange. Please share with your members and order your gear before
summer activities to show your Grange Pride.



