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For the New York State Grange,
our annual Session marks the end
of one Grange year and the begin-
ning of another. We celebrate our
accomplishments and embark on
our plans for the future. Each
year brings its own challenges, its
own opportunities to test our abil-
ities. Each year has its own poten-
tial for growth, of various kinds.

For some of us, this past year held
many emotional challenges. How
wonderful to know there is a fam-
ily of Grangers surrounding us
when we face those challenges.
The Grange is working with Rural
Minds because Grangers know
having someone there when you
reach out is vitally important.

The State Grange is holding the
Health and Wellness Fair each
year at our Headquarters to let the
community in that area know
where help can be found.

This past year, overall, was a
good one for New York State
Grange. There are always things
to be improved upon; we will at-
tempt to improve. There are al-
ways disappointments, but we
will not let them hold us back.
The New York State Grange is
moving forward with a positive,
can-do attitude. The 2025-2026
Grange year will be a good year!

The Leadership/Membership De-
partment has set a goal of four
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new Granges being Chartered
this Grange year. Regional
meetings will bring information
and ritual work to local areas.
The Youth Department is rolling
out a new Leadership Weekend
for Young Adults which will
have a different focus than the
Youth Weekends. The Commu-
nity Service Department has
started a new program with the
NYS FFA. These are but a few
of the areas of excitement for
the year Grange year.

Check out the New York State
Grange website
www.nysgrange.org for more
exciting happenings. If you like
hard copies, handbooks are still
available that way for a small
fee. If you think of something
that you think the State Grange
should have in our program,
reach out to the corresponding
Department. A new handbook
will be compiled next year.

Please be sure to read through
the Empire State Granger when
you receive it. Many people put
lots of work into it to share in-
formation with you. This time
the resolutions passed during the
State Session are included. If
you didn’t attend, read the reso-
lutions carefully. These reso-
lutions touch on many areas of
life. Remember that resolutions
can be brought up to your local
Grange at any meeting. When a
resolution is adopted at your
Grange, pass it on to Pomona.
If it is a more pressing matter,
reach out to the State Grange
directly. Not everything re-
quires a resolution.

I wish to thank the delegates
for putting their trust in me to
serve as New York State Grange
Master for another two years. |
am hopeful the Grange will
grow; that it will again be a
strong influence for the good of
citizens where laws and regula-
tions need to improve. [ am
hopeful that those outside the
gates will see something won-
derful, something worth explor-
ing.

The Grange was founded after
the most divisive time in the his-
tory of the United States — the
Civil War. It helped heal our
wounds then. It can help heal
the wounds now being inflicted.
We are all Americans, with the
right to state our opinions.

Some in this country have for-
gotten that. The Grange remem-
bers. The Grange practices free
speech every day. All members

(Continued on page 4)

Balloons and Bless-
ings
V. L. Conner
Past State Chaplain

It has been an honor to serve New York State Grange as Chaplain
for the past 12 years. This experience has given increases in two are-
as: in my faith walk and in the friendships I have made with so many
Grangers across New York State. I give best wishes to my successor,
Kelly Frost of Jefferson County to have a good experience as well.

I have been ‘unbelievably blessed’ by your encouraging comments
over these dozen years to my columns and messages at the annual
Memorial Service. I hope they have increased your faith walk with
our Heavenly Father. I pray that the hymn, “Just A Closer Walk with
Thee” becomes a daily prayer on your lips.

A few months ago I made an exciting discovery! The very first
Chaplain of New York State Grange was from my home county of
Cayuga. Milton Rude served from 1874-1877.

Why the above title? Balloons filled with helium and released re-
mind me of prayers being sent heavenward. When those prayers are
answered, the Blessings rain down upon us. May your life be filled
with abundant blessings.

Jee Crange highlights

Gerald M.
Eastman
Award

; One of the highlights of the

"+ State Grange Session is the
> ;i presentation of this prestig-

% - b ious award. It was presented
" on Sunday morning following
the Chaplains memorial ser-
vice. Following is the history
of the award.

“The Gerald M. Eastman Award,
first awarded in 1978, is presented

Karen Wilcox (left) being presented 1 197
with the memorial plaque for the Gerald annually to an individual Granger

or Grange couple who exemplifies
Christian principles and influences
others in a positive way.”

The 2025 award was presented to
Karen Wilcox of Jefferson County. Karen is a former Director of the Junior
Grange department. She was a school teacher. Karen was noted as a mentor
of children.

Each year the Grangers collect c-bills to be donated for Cancer Research.
This year a check was pre-

. sented for $2000. Grangers
!\ are also asked to Bring food
J to be donated. This year it
¥ was given to a school for

[# their back-pack program
Melvin Phelps, (right)
and representatives
from Cancer Research

Eastman Award by State Grange Presi-
dent Sandra Green

Melvin Phelps (left) and Joan Phelps (right)
with school representative of the back-pack pro-
gram
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Legisiative

Cindy Benson-Pollard

The holidays are right around
the corner. It doesn’t seem possi-
ble that we are fast approaching
the end of 2025. This has been an
eventful year, for sure. 1 hope
that your Grange has had an
eventful year as well. Have you
set your plans for the new Grange
year with lots of activities for
members and the community as
well.

As I write this article, we have
just finished the 2025 State
Grange session in Watertown,
NY. I want to thank the delegates
who agreed to be session commit-
tee chairpersons. Your efforts
were greatly appreciated. Each
one of you did an excellent job. I
also want to thank the delegates
who participated in the Zoom
meetings prior to session. Every-
one came well prepared and there
was good discussion on the reso-
lutions that were presented for
your discussion. The delegate
body did a wonderful job in set-
ting the new policies for the com-
ing year.

Included in this issue of the
Empire State Granger are the re-
solved sections from the resolu-
tions that were passed at this
year’s State Grange meeting. |
hope that you will take a few
minutes to read through them and
see what policies were established
for the coming year.

Please be looking out for the up-
dated legislative policy handbook.
This should come out sometime
right after the first of the year. I
hope that you take a few minutes
to look through it. Please pay at-
tention to the policies in bold and
italic print. These were the reso-
lutions that were sent to and ap-
proved at National Grange this
year.

To everyone, | wish you all a
happy holiday season. Here is
looking forward to the new year
and more work for the legislative
side of Grange.

AGRICULTURE/
ENVIRONMENT

JUNIOR DEER HUNTING
PROGRAM

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports legislation that
would make the pilot junior hunt-

ing program for hunters 12 and
13 years of age permanent.

NO LIABILITY PROTEC-
TION FOR HERBICIDE/
PESTICIDE COMPANIES
FOR FAILURE TO WARN
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange opposes any legis-
lation that would provide liabil-
ity protection for damages
caused by product manufacturers
or for their “failure to warn,” and
be it further

RESOLVED that all manufac-
turers are required to label all
pesticides and/or herbicides with
labels showing all health warn-
ings that could be caused by use
of their products.

CDL EXEMPTION FOR
FARMERS

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation
that would exempt farmers from
Commercial Drivers’ License
(CDL) requirements when oper-
ating any farm vehicle.

PROTECTING OUR FARM-

LAND

ESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports legislation or
policies that will help prevent
agricultural land loss, improve
siting of agricultural infrastruc-
ture, and economic opportunities
for farming and agricultural
businesses, and develop policies
that facilitate farm transfer to
new generations.

HEALTHY POULTRY AS-
SISTANCE AND INDEMNI-
FICATION ACT (HPAIA)
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation
that would establish a compensa-
tion program for poultry produc-
ers located within a control area
(as determined by the Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Ser-
vice) who are unable to operate
due to regulatory restrictions,
likely related to disease control
such as the avian flu virus or
other agricultural health
measures.

AMPLIFYING PROCESSING
OF LIVESTOCK IN THE
UNITED STATES (A-PLUS)
ACT

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports the Am-
plifying Processing of Livestock
in the United States (A-Plus)
Act, or similar legislation that
would direct the United States
Department  of  Agriculture
(USDA) to amend certain regu-
lations to clarify that livestock
auction owners may have an in-
terest in small meatpacking busi-
nesses and market agencies that
have an ownership interest in,
finance, or participate in the
management or operation of a
packer shall disclose to sellers of
livestock the existence of such
ownership interest, financial re-
lationship or participation.
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HAULING EXEMPTIONS
FOR LIVESTOCK PROTEC-
TION (HELP) ACT
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports Hauling
Exemptions for Livestock Pro-
tection (HELP) Act or similar
legislation that permanently ex-
empts certain livestock hauling
vehicles from regulations relat-
ing to hours of service and elec-
tronic logging devices.

STANDARDIZING FOOD
LABELS

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation
that the food industry should use
the “best if used by” and “use
by,” labeling and be it further

RESOLVED that the consuming
public receive education via the
many media platforms about the
labels on food and their mean-
ings, and be it further

RESOLVED that the “best if
used by” and “used by” dates be
made clearly legible and visible.

ELIMINATING FOOD DYES
FROM DAIRY PRODUCTS

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange encourages New
York State to follow the lead of
other states that have banned
food dyes from all products rou-
tinely served in school lunch
programs and available to fami-

lies to purchase.
EDUCATION

ZERO-EMISSION SCHOOL
BUS OPT OUT

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legislation
that would allow New York
State schools to submit an opt
out waiver that would exempt
them from the provisions re-
quired by the zero-emission
school bus mandate if the zero-
emission school bus mandate is
not rescinded.

SUPPORT FOR HOME
SCHOOLING

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports a family’s
right to homeschooling in good
faith in whatever bonafide form
they see fit, and be it further
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange opposes any legis-
lation that would increase the
legal, social, financial, or eco-

nomic burdens already placed on
homeschooling families.

OUTDOOR RECREATION
EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS
RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports legislation that
would encourage instruction in
hunting, fishing, and outdoor edu-
cation in high school education
courses at appropriate venues.

FEDERAL ISSUES

PROPOSED EMERGENCY
RESPONSE RULE

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange is opposed to OSHA’s
suggested ruling revisions in the
“Proposed Emergency Response
Rule.” This would place unneces-
sary and burdensome new re-
quirements on our volunteer fire
departments. Volunteer fire de-
partments should be exempt from
any new rules and mandates.

PHOSPHORESCENT ROAD
MARKINGS

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange urges the Department of
Transportation from the local to
the federal level to research the
use and implementation of phos-
phorescent road markings when
they need to be repainted to im-
prove night visibility and reduce
traffic accidents on our country’s
roads.

REQUIRE HEADLIGHTS
AND TAILLIGHTS WHEN
AUTOMOBILE IS IN MO-
TION

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports legislation to re-
quire headlights and taillights to
be on whenever a car is in motion
on a roadway.

MANUAL OPTION FOR AU-
TOMATIC HEADLIGHTS/
TAILLIGHTS

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports legislative ef-
forts to require automobile manu-
facturers make headlights and
taillights to come on automatical-
ly when the car is in gear with the
option to manually turn them off
for a new car sold in the United
States.

SUPPORT OF THE 2"
AMENDMENT

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange strongly supports the 2™
Amendment of the United States
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Constitution, protecting the right
to bear arms and be it further

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange urges our state legislators
to oppose any new bills that would
put additional restrictions on ob-
taining or owning firearms in New
York State.

WEATHER MODIFICATION
RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports federal legisla-
tion requiring full public disclo-
sure of all-weather modification,
rain seeding, geoengineering and
similar activities, including sub-
stances used, locations and time
applied, and their alleged purpose
for application so that the impact
of these programs can be studied
by interested parties, and be it fur-
ther

RESOLVED that the federal gov-
ernment considers a moratorium
on all weather modification, rain
seeding, geoengineering and simi-
lar activities considering recent
extreme weather events until these
activities can be deemed safe.

GUARDING UNPROTECTED
AGING RETIREES FROM DE-
CEPTION (GUARD) ACT
RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports H.R. 2978,
Guarding Unprotected Aging Re-
tirees from Deception (GUARD)
Act or similar legislation that al-
lows state, local and tribal law en-
forcement agencies receiving spe-
cific federal grant funds to use
those funds to investigate elder
financial fraud, “pig butcher-
ing” (a type of cryptocurrency in-
vestment scam), and general fi-
nancial fraud. Agencies can use
these funds for hiring personnel,
providing specialized training, ob-
taining investigative tools, im-
proving data collection, and creat-
ing communication channels with
financial institutions. This bill
also explicitly permits federal law
enforcement agencies to assist
state, local and tribal agencies in
using blockchain tracing tools
(technology that has been useful in
helping federal law enforcement
and national security agencies pre-
vent pig butchering) for investiga-
tions.

THE GOLDEN AGE ACT
RESOLVED that New York State
Grange urges our elected repre-
sentatives to oppose Bill H.R.
1790, the Golden Age Act of 2025
or similar legislation and that the
United States Senate does not
write a companion bill.

HEALTH

REGULATE SALES/
DISTRIBUTION OF HIGH EN-
ERGY DRINKS

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports legislation that
would ban the sale and distribu-
tion of “high energy” drinks in all
schools in New York State and
across the nation.

AFFORDABLE PRESCRIP-
TIONS FOR PATIENTS
ACT

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legisla-
tion that would limit the num-
ber of patents a drug manufac-
turer can use in patent dis-
putes, with competitors hoping
to develop generic versions of
the drugs, making it easier for
generics to enter the market-
place faster and more efficient-
ly and making life saving
drugs more affordable.

DRUG COMPETITION EN-
HANCEMENT ACT
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legisla-
tion that would prohibit brand-
ed drug manufacturers from
engaging in anti-competitive
“product hopping,” making it
an antitrust violation that
would risk enforcement action
from the Federal Trade Com-
mission.

USE OF OPIOID MEDICA-
TIONS FOR PAIN
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange asks the federal
government to repeal monetary
incentives to doctors and med-
ical organizations to limit opi-
oid use due to the unforeseen
harm done to patients who
would benefit from the safe
and effective use of these med-
ications when appropriate, and
be it further

RESOLVED that we encour-
age the federal government to
prioritize patient care over pol-
icy.

NEW YORK HEALTH ACT
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange opposes legisla-
tion that would establish a uni-
versally,  publicly  funded
healthcare system in New
York state until all concerns
are addressed especially as it
pertains to funding mecha-
nisms, impact on private insur-
ance companies and that ade-
quate healthcare providers be
available in all areas of the
state.

STATE ISSUES

MIGRANT HOME RULE
TRANSFER & TRANSPAR-
ENCY ACT

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports the Mi-
grant Home Rule Transfer and
Transparency Act or similar
legislation that would prevent
New York City or any other
municipality from shuffling
migrants to upstate municipali-
ties without proper notification
and permission to do so.

NEW YORK STATE
THRUWAY TOLLS FOR
SHORT DISTANCE IN-
TERCHANGES
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legisla-
tion that would authorize the
New York State Thruway to
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issue annual short-distance
commuter permits that would
allow travel at no charge be-
tween interchanges in estab-
lished special permit areas.

NEW YORK WINES IN
GROCERY STORES
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legis-
lation that would allow for
the sale of wine in grocery
stores through the purchase
of a special permit for the
sale of wines that are pro-
duced by wineries in New
York State thus helping local
wineries by limiting the
amount of shelf space availa-
ble by large national and in-
ternational producers.

FARM BREWERIES, CI-
DERIES, AND DISTILL-
ERIES LICENSES
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legis-
lation that would create a
new “roadside farm market
license” that would allow
farm breweries, cideries, and
distilleries to sell products at
roadside farm markets locat-
ed on farming operations,
like what farm wineries are
allowed to do now.

NEW YORK PRIVACY
ACT

RESOLVED Cortland Coun-
ty Pomona Grange #25 sup-
ports the New York Privacy
Act or similar legislation that
would require companies to
disclose their methods of de-
identifying personal infor-
mation, to place special safe-
guards around data sharing
and to allow consumers to
obtain the names of all enti-
ties with whom their infor-
mation is shared.

DRUGGED DRIVING
LOOPHOLE

RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legis-
lation that would amend the
New York State Vehicle and
Traffic law Section 114-a to
read “— Drug. The term
“drug” when used in this
chapter, means and includes
any substance listed in sec-
tion thirty-three hundred six
of the public health law and
cannabis and concentrated
cannabis as defined in section
222.00 of the penal law and
any substance or combination
of substances that impair to
any extent, physical or men-
tal abilities.”

UTV REGISTRATION
REQUIREMENTS
RESOLVED that New York
State Grange supports legis-
lation to amend the current
vehicle and traffic law to
raise the defined weight and
width of an ATV from 70
inches to 80 inches and 1,000
pounds to 2,000 pounds of
dry weight to allow certain
utility task vehicles (UTVs)
to be registered in New York.

USE OF PROPANE AND GAS
ENERGY

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports efforts for the
reversal of the All-Electric Build-
ing Act (AEBA) that is to take ef-
fect January 1, 2026, that bans the
use of fossil fuels in all new con-
struction and that we support fed-
eral legislation that would allow
the use of fossil fuels in all con-
struction nationwide.

TAXATION/FISCAL RESPON-
SIBILITY

FEES FOR PAPER STATE-
MENTS

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange urges companies not to
charge fees to anyone requesting
paper bank or credit card state-
ments.

EXPAND TAX EXEMPTION
FOR FARM BUILDINGS
RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports legislation that
would expand New York State’s
10-year property tax exemption
for farm buildings to include farm
buildings used for the processing
or marketing of agricultural prod-
ucts.

HONOR FARMER CON-
TRACTS ACT

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports the Honor
Farmer Contracts Act of 2025, or
similar legislation that would im-
mediately unfreeze United States
Department of  Agriculture
(USDA) funding for already
signed agreements and contracts
and as rapidly as possible pay all
past due amounts owed to farmers,
unless the farmer or entity has
failed to comply with the terms
and conditions of the signed
agreement or contract and be it
further

RESOLVED the United States
Department of  Agriculture
(USDA) shall not close any Farm
Service Agency county office,
Natural Resources Conservation
Service field office or Rural De-
velopment Service Center without
providing written notice and justi-
fication to Congress not later than
60 days before the date on which
the applicable office is intended to
be closed.

MEDICARE PATIENT AC-
CESS AND PRACTICE STABI-
LIZATION ACT

RESOLVED that New York State
Grange supports the Medicare Pa-
tient Access and Practice Stabili-
zation Act or similar legislation
that would prevent further cuts to
Medicare reimbursements and
provide a modest inflationary ad-
justment to help ease the cost of
care and ensure Medicare remains
viable for both doctors and pa-
tients.
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Commumnity
Invelvememnt

Melvin Phelps and Joan Phelps

2024-2025 Yearly Summary
of Community Service De-
partment

Melvin Phelps and Joan
Phelps Co-Director

The Grangers and Granges
of New York have been very
busy this past year serving their
communities and making them
a better and safer place to live.
In 2024-2025 you have provid-
ed over 30,000 hours to our
communities which is a value
of over 1 million dollars.

The federal government
places a value on volunteer
hours which is $34.76, who has
a job that pays that much?
That is how important your
time is when you serve others.
We had some amazing work
going on across the state in the
name of the Grange and had a
powerful impact on our com-
munities but also put a great
image of service by the Grange
to our neighbors. Smithville
Grange #1397 of Chenango
County helped a young Junior
Granger start Teddy’s Trillion
—a project to collect 1 trillion
bottles for his friends with en-
larged hearts. Corfu Grange
#142 of Genesee County host-
ed a Veterans Day lunch for
our nation's war heroes by
providing a free meal as a way
to say thank you. Interlaken
Grange #160 of Seneca Coun-
ty plan a flag retirement service
every year in November retir-
ing over 600 flags in 2024.
Stanford Grange #808 of
Duchess County hosts a Com-
munity Day every year where
the whole community gets to-
gether to celebrate their small
town. Last year’s theme was
“Let’s Play”. At this time, |
would like to ask the delega-
tion from Otsego County to
please stand. I was so im-
pressed to learn this year that
Otsego County Pomona
Grange gives each community
grange $500.00 a year specifi-
cally for community service
projects. That is an amazing

way to spread the wealth and

impact your local community. [

have a time limit so I can’t

share all the wonderful things
Granges are doing in our state
but wanted to highlight a few.

This year at the 100" New
York State FFA Convention
held in May at the State Fair-
grounds the NYS Grange
kicked off a new program and
sponsorship with the NYS FFA
Association. The FFA Days of
Service “Powered by Grange”
is the new partnership. This is
where students perform com-
munity service projects during
the convention and Grangers
volunteer to lead groups of stu-
dents as they complete the pro-
jects. It is a unique opportunity
for Grange to interact with FFA
members and the potential of
getting younger members is
endless with these interactions.
The 2026 State FFA Conven-
tion is May 14-16 in Buffalo
NY so we will be calling on our
“leftfield” Grangers to volun-
teer and help. Last year we had
15 Grangers come and help out
for the first time.

I would like to take time to
recognize the Granges that sub-
mitted high quality yearbooks
this year, please stand to be rec-
ognized if you are here today.
You can pick up a certificate of
accomplishment from the Com-
munity Service Table. I will list
them alphabetical order:

e Beaver Falls #554 Lew-
is County

e Butternut Valley #1533
Otsego County

e Corfu #142 Genesee
County

e Kirkland #684 Jefferson
County

e Interlaken #160 Seneca
County

e Lamson #588 Onondaga
County

e Marcellus #464 Onon-
daga County

e Smithville Valley #1397
Chenango County

e Stanford #808 Dutchess
County

After the reports were
scored I am pleased to an-
nounce this year’s winners of
the New York State Grange
Community Service Yearbooks.
I will have your awards and
certificates available after this
session at the Community Ser-
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vice Table. I would also ask
that the yearbooks be left until
after the Ida Fair tonight.

e 4™ place — Lamson
Grange #588 Onondaga
County

e 3"place — Butternut
Valley #1533 Otsego
County

e 2" Place - Stanford
Grange # 808 Dutchess
County

The first place Yearbook will
receive a yard sign that can be
displayed at their grange signi-
fying their outstanding achieve-
ment. This year’s Winning
Grange is:

e 1% place Marcellus
Grange 464 Onondaga
County

Chaplains
Corner

Kelly Frost

I am honored and humbled to be
elected to serve as Chaplain for
the next two years. I want to
thank Virginia Connor for her
many years of faithful service,
and her guidance and encour-
agement to me personally as I
begin this new role.

As winter approaches, I think
about the things that need to be
done to prepare our homes, gar-
dens, and animals for the up-
coming season. Just this week
after State Grange Session, my
family put up the windbreak for
our chickens, stored the kayaks,
and harvested the Brussel
sprouts. We should also re-
member to tend our mind and
spirit. Shorter days of winter
sure increase my need for Heav-
enly Sonlight! See if these
sources of light help keep your
heart and mind encouraged on
your path.

e Be thankful. An attitude of
gratitude has remarkable
effects on our relationships
with those around us, our
physical health and happi-
ness, and our closeness to
our Creator.

e Reach out to others. While
brightening someone else’s
day, light shines both
ways. A phone call, text,
hand written note or card can
work wonders.

e The Gospel of Luke has 24
chapters, making it a fitting
way to read into the Christ-
mas holiday. God’s Living
Word is sure to show you
new insight.

e Be sure to include the young-
er generation as you live and
walk your faith. They are
watching and listen-
ing. Deut. 6:5-7

(Continued from page 1)President

are welcome to speak their
minds without fear of being at-
tacked about it. We can all re-
spect each other even when we
disagree. Our motto clearly
states the beliefs we live: In Es-
sentials, Unity; In Non-
Essentials, Liberty; In All
Things, Charity.

How wonderful it would be to
live in a world where people
lived that motto every day. You
can live that way in the Grange!

State Grange
Secretary

Ryan Orton

State Session in Watertown is in
the history books! Huge thanks
to Jefferson County Pomona
Grange #5 for coordinating the
many parts of State Session to
ensure its success. It was a won-
derful Session at an excellent lo-
cation, and we look forward to
returning when Jefferson County
hosts again in the future! It was
fantastic to catch up with old
friends and to make new friends.
We also had several new Dele-
gates this year as well as 21 can-
didates for the 6" Degree! Since
becoming State Secretary, I’ve
had a goal to have at least 20 6
Degree candidates, and we finally
reached it! My new goal is 40!

I would like to thank the Dele-
gates for placing their confidence
in me once again to continue to

(Continued on page 6)
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This year, we had 75 projects submitted for the Junior Grange craft
contest! This is more than we have had in several years. Thank
you to all of the Junior Grange members for submitting project‘s’
The results are as follows:

1* place — Haily Fleming, Jefferson County
2" place — Hannah Sands — Albany County

Picture Frame

aa
Non-Chocolate Brownies (ngn)
1* place — Don Sands, Albany County 8
2" place — Lucas Barber, Columbia ?
County
Age 12 - 14 &
(i
2a
(Hgw)
S

AgeS5-8
1* place — Jazlynn Calderon, Dutchess County
2" place — Zachary Maring, Washington County
3" place — Liam Adams, Lewis County
Age9-11
1* place — Annabel Maring, Washington County
2" place — Jaelinana Calderon, Dutchess County
Holiday Decoration
AgeS5-8
1* place — Lucas Barber, Columbia County
2" place — Zachary Maring, Washington County
Age9-11
1* place — Annabel Maring, Washington County
Age 12 -14
1* place — Jeremiah Barber, Columbia County
Recycled Craft
AgeS5-8
1* place — Liam Adams, Lewis County
2" place — Tobias Darling, Washington County
Age 12 -14
1* place — Lucas Ciesielczyk, Columbia County
2" place — Leonara Kunuria
Draw String Bag
AgeS5-8
1* place — Don Sands, Albany County
2" place — Lucas Barber, Columbia County
Age9-11
1* place — Tryston Hawn, Jefferson County
12-14
1* place — Lucas Ciesielczyk, Columbia County
OJAY
1* place — Gabby Hubbard, Lewis County
2026 Junior Grange Craft Projects

All projects will be judged in groups as follows: Ages 5-8, 9-11,
and 12-14, the group that the projects will be judged in will be
based on the entrant’s age as of January 1 of the current year.

All crafts need to be labeled with Name, age, Junior Grange,
County

Note: Each Junior Grange is allowed to send a total of 15 craft
projects to State Grange for state-level judging, along with any
OJAY* crafts. Please send one entry per age group for each of the
five projects, Junior dues MUST be up to date.

November December2025

No Bake Dessert Bars

Using a recipe of your choice, make your favorite no bake
bars. Each contestant must enter six (6) bars on a disposable
plate. The recipe must be included with the entry.

JUDGING — Flavor — 40%
Texture — 30%

Appearance — 30%

Paper Chain Wall Hanging

Using colored construction paper or cardstock, cut paper strips
1”7 x 6”. Using these strips, create a wall hanging depicting a
picture or design of your choosing. Not to exceed 187x18”.

JUDGING - Creativity — 40% Workmanship — 30%
Appearance — 30%

Tissue Box Cover

Using any material, create a tissue box cover. The cover can
be for either a cube style box or rectangular style box.

JUDGING — Creativity — 40% Workmanship —30%
Appearance — 30%

Hand Held Fan

Using the material of your choice, create an accordion style
hand held fan. It may be decorated any way you choose. Not
to exceed 12” when opened.

JUDGING — Creativity — 40%
Appearance — 30%

Workmanship — 30%

Reusable Bag

Using any material, create a reusable bag. Make it sturdy
enough that it can be used for many years to come, whether it
is used for school, Grange, or just for fun. Not to exceed
247x24”

JUDGING — Creativity — 30%
Appearance — 30%

*OJAY (Older Junior and Youth) Project

Workmanship — 40%

Older Junior Grange members (ages 10 — 14), as well as Youth
members up to the age of 18, may enter an item such as a
scrapbook, banner, poster, report, craft, digital photography,
needle-point, wood, sewing, etc. The item must have been
completed in the last year. This project may be folded/
compacted and able to fit in a 12”x12”x12” space for ease of
transport and display. All entries will be judged at the State
Grange Session.

JUDGING - Creativity — 30%
Appearance — 30%

Workmanship — 40%

&
Ees) SAVE THE DATE

i

Kids Day Out will be 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM at each loca-
tion and the cost is $20.00 per attendee. Lunch and fun activi-
ties will be provided. Please share this information with your
Juniors and Youth and the young people in your community.
Registrations will be sent out March 1, 2026 and will be due
July 15, 2026 (no late registrations will be accepted). If par-
ents would like to stay for the day, there will be a $5.00 charge
for lunch.

Monday, July 7, 2026 — Brunswick Grange, Rensse-
laer County,7 Grange Road, Troy, NY 12180

Tuesday, July 28, 2026 — Colonel Harper Grange, Del-
aware County, 170 Wilcox Road, Harpersfield, NY 13786

Wednesday, July 29, 2026 — Wide Awake Grange,
Ontario County, 1004 State Route 88, Phelps, NY 14532

Friday, July 31, 2026 - Kendrew Grange, St. Law-
rence County, 693 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer Falls, NY
13680
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NEW YORK STATE GRANGE
2025-2026

Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues Dates

November 8-15
January 19, 2026
March 23, 2026
April 17-18, 2026
April 24, 2026
April 25, 2026

June 19, 2026

July 7, 2026
September 25, 2026
September 26, 2026
October 16-20, 2026
October 20, 2026

serve as your State Grange Sec-
retary. The Secretary’s duties
are “the most arduous of all,”
and I will continue to perform
the duties of this Office as best
I can.

If you weren’t at State Session
this year, you missed an invig-
orating and energizing time! I
hope you’ll make plans to join
us next year for the 154™ Annu-
al Session of the New York
State Grange in Waterloo, Sen-
eca County, from October 16 —
20, 2026.

Now comes the tasks of com-
pleting the 2026 State Grange
Directory and the 2025 Journal
of Proceedings. These are per-
fect tasks for Thanksgiving and
Christmas Breaks from school
as well as the occasional Snow
Day when I’m snowed in with a
cup of hot chocolate and no-
where to go!

There’s still time to get your
Officers List in for the 2026
State Grange Directory! Each
Delegate-at-Large at State Ses-
sion received a copy of the list
of Granges with missing Offic-
ers Lists. Please make sure to
get those in so we have the
most updated contact infor-
mation for your Grange. Dele-
gates-at-Large — please make
sure those Granges with miss-
ing Officers Lists get their
forms to fill out and return to
us!

Congratulations to the follow-
ing Granges on welcoming new
members:

3 New Members: Rhinebeck
Grange #896 (Dutchess Coun-
ty)

Champion Grange #18
(Jefferson County)

2 New Members: Bethlehem
Grange #137 (Albany County)

National Grange

SG Executive Committee .
SG Executive Committee
NE Lecturer Conference
SG Executive Committee
FAC/Lectures Conference
SG Executive Committee Lux Hotel
SG Executive Committee
SG Executive Committee
Legislative Day

State Grange

SG Executive Committee

Copake Grange #935
(Columbia County)

Colonel Harper Grange #1508
(Delaware County)

Ausable Valley Grange #973
(Essex/Clinton County)
Perthshire Grange #1445
(Fulton County)

Hamptonburgh Grange #950
(Orange County)

Eureka Grange #46 (Wayne
County)l New Member:

Stone Church Grange #1561
(Dutchess County)

Salisbury Center Grange #624
(Herkimer County)

Kirkland Grange #683
(Jefferson County)

Pierstown Grange #793 (Otsego
County)

New Grange Memb

Albany Co
Bethlehem #137

Alison Dooley
Thomas Dooley
Chautauqua Co.
Fredonia #1

Sue Penhollow
Columbia Co.
Copake #935
Kerry Greene
Rosa Lazcano

East Chatham #1066
Mackenzie Calhoun
Amber Hammond
Cathy Jeanty
Nixon Jeanty
Nixie Jeanty

Nyrie Jeanty
Jennifer VanBrunt
Jacob Warton
Susanne Williams
Cortland Co.
Cuyler #449
Braedon Callahan
Willow Sampson
Dutchess Co.
Stanford #808
Matthew Benack
Kara Cronin
Gertrude Desmond
Tyler Knapp
Pleasant Valley #838
Brett Greenberg

Contact Information

November December2025

Sandra M. Green, President
100 Grange Place
Cortland, NY 13045
607-756-7553
president@nysGrange.org
Ryan Orton, Secretary
218 Attlebury Hill Road
Stanfordville, NY 12581
845-868-7869
secretary@nysGrange.org
Brenda Noble, Lecturer

7973 Telephone Road
LeRoy, NY 14482
585-815-3875
bnoblel195@gmail.com
Cindy Benson Pollard

Legislative Director
401 Charles Avenue, Syracuse, NY
13209
315-413-9335
Cbenson 81@msn.com
Kelly Frost, Chaplain
43451 Star Route 37
Redwood, NY 13769
nknfrost@hotmail.com
315-482-9408

Maryanne Campbell
Family Activities
PO Box 294
Norwich, NY 13815
607-847-6639 Res.
607-226-4441 Cell

kmcampbell@citlink.net
Thomas Lawton
Leadership Membership
4763 State Hwy 12
Oxford, NY 13830
607244-7799
lawtont4@yahoo.com

Community Involvement
Co-Directors
Melvin Phelps
PO Box 493
Copenhagen, NY 13626
318-778-6712
northerngracefarm@gmail.com

Joan Phelps
1862 Ledge Road
Basom, NY 14013
dennisjoanphelps@yahoo.com
585-762-8503
Youth

Sarah & Raymond Barber
34 Timberee Lane
Valatie, NY 12184

518-698-1811

Sarahbarber22@gmail.com
Bruce Dehne Matt Hortonr, Sports
PO Box 372
DeRuyter, NY 13052
315-852-6460
bed221@yahoo.com
matthewhorton14870@yahoo.com
Carol Bailey, Historian
3033 Middle Sodus Road
Lyons, NY 14489
315-946-4379
barnlady38@yahoo.com
Sherri Horner, Jr. Director
164 County Route 14
Fulton, NY, 13069
kidsbreak@yahoo.com
Cindy Benson-Pollard
NYS Fair
Grange Building Superintendent
315-413-9335
Cbenson 81(@msn.com
Steve@nysGrange.org
Sherri Horner
Ryan Orton
Camp Directors
kidsbreak1@yahoo.com
secretary@nysGrange.org

Yorktown #862
Alex Mandara

Anna Mandara
Gianna Mandara
Freedom Plains #857
Jerelyn Smith
William Fitch
Rhinebeck #896
Margaret Rosenzweig
Clinton/Essex
Ausable Valley # 973
Adam Krawiec
Genesee Co.

East Pembroke #1157
Kassie Crane

Jody Hanel
Jefferson Co.
Kirkland #684

Haily Fleming
Martin Schrodt
Lewis Co.
Adirondack #530
Linda Waild
Monroe Co.
Webster# 436
Robert Bilings
Donald Stothard
Otsego Co.
Pierstown #793
Kathy Edwards
Mona Harris

Mary Livermore
Diane Richardson

Richard Richardson
Hinman Hollow #1331
Deborah Taylor
Oswego Co.
Ricard #993

Eva Dobbs
Saratoga Co.
Milton #685
Debra Butner
Gregg Chandler
Chris Gonzales
Meg Woolbight
Corinth # 823
Barb Arnold
Doug Arnold
Joe Mihacek
Shelly Mihacek
Linda Rohne
Ulster Co.
Plattekill #923
Deborah Hanlon
Wayne Co.
Eureka # 46
Allan Cook
Brenda Cook
Lincoln # 122
Martha Cleary
Tom Cleary
Wyoming Co.
Curriers # 1273
Crystal Killenbeck
Tracey Zozewicz

Be a star and
add a few new
members to
your Grange.
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Co— Directors
Sarah & Raymond Barber

Looking back on my life as a
Granger, one of the recurring cho-
ruses I’ve heard time after time is
we need more members. This is
especially true of the youth and
young adult cohort. Juniors are an
important part of the family. Start-
ing from a young age these little
ones have talent and great ideas
and are simply sponges for learn-
ing all the essential lessons of the
Grange. If handled smoothly,
these positive characteristics con-
tinue into the teenage and young
adult years. However, there is a
key difference, teenagers and
young adults need increasing lev-
els of responsibility and need to
feel respected in different ways
than when they were only 5 years
old. Giving Juniors, Youth, and
Young Adults the lessons, respon-
sibilities and respect they need to
learn and grow will take all of us
working together. If it is truly our
goal to help those between 5-35
become the best leaders of the
Grange and their communities that
they can be, then that is work well
worth doing. As I write this I can
visualize many leaders from all
over the state who have put work
in over the years to help my own
cohort grow into state wide lead-
ers. Talking with these and other
Grangers in recent years [’ve
heard a lot of frustration, because
there are fewer and fewer young
people involving themselves in
Junior Grange and Youth events.
These Grangers and others have
wondered what we should do
about it. How can we get and keep
more young members of this won-
derful organization? If you are
asking the same question, I have
two pieces of advice.

First, meet people where
they are. This may take a little re-
search, but spend time talking to
your target audience, or those who
know them well. For example,
your local librarian probably runs
pretty successful programming for
kids and teens. Maybe there is a
church near you with a large
youth group. I’'m not suggesting
that you change the Grange’s ide-

als or completely shift your sub-
ordinate’s programming over-
night. Maybe you could add
something or try one different
thing. Maybe do a program in
combination with the other suc-
cessful group. For example, my
local library is running a ramen
bar. Like a baked potato bar, the
library is providing a bunch of
toppings and some basic ramen
noodles. This could be a pretty
cheap and easy way to possibly
get a group of youth who might
not even know the Grange exists
to hear about you. You could
even combine it with infor-
mation about the fresh veggies
you include as part of the bar so
that agricultural education was
still a priority.

The next piece of advice
is just as important: Let everyone
shine. This means listening to
everyone’s ideas, letting an out
of the box idea get tried, making
newer members feel safe to sug-
gest things you might not have
thought of before. Again, this
doesn’t mean you change every-
thing all at once. This is about
adding, not limiting. By all
means keep doing the programs
and community service that your
members already love and excel
in. However, check your current
members and your incoming
members for ideas and talents
that are underutilized. This isn’t
new advice. The Lecturer is
called in their installation charge
to “Especially urge and encour-
age the young and the diffident
to become writers, readers, and
speakers in Grange meetings,
and thus develop and direct to
greater usefulness the latent abil-
ities of your fellow members.”

No matter what, remem-
ber all people, especially teenag-
ers and young people need to
feel appreciated and valued. Try
something new the next time
your Grange meets and think
about how to help a shy member
or an unreached cohort feel re-
spected and cared for.

-
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iplbedy  Family

Thomas Lawton

NYS Grange Announces 2025—
26 Leadership & Membership
Programs

The New York State Grange
Leadership and Membership De-
partment has introduced eight
new programs for 2025-26, de-
signed to strengthen local
Granges, support leaders, and
grow membership. These initia-
tives are part of the continuing
“Grow into the Grange” effort,
blending tradition with forward-
looking tools for today’s mem-
bers.

Highlights include:

New & Reorganized Grange Ini-
tiative to start or renew local
Granges.

Revitalization Program to help
Granges assess and plan for the
future.

Onboarding Training to wel-
come and orient new members.

Regional Leadership Forums and
Masters/Presidents Gatherings
for leadership development.

Unwritten Work Training to pre-
serve Grange traditions.

Grow into the Grange Award
and 10%/20% Membership Cir-
cles to recognize growth and
achievement.

“These programs aren’t just
about numbers,” said Tom Law-
ton, Leadership & Membership
Director. “They are about renew-
ing our spirit, strengthening
communities, and ensuring the
Grange continues to be a place
where people find purpose and
belonging.”

Members can explore details of
each program on the NYS
Grange website under the Lead-
ership & Membership section,
and more will be shared at the
State Session in October.

'] Submitted by the Leadership
& Membership Department,
NYS Grange

Now is the time!lll

to gain one new member.

Across the country states are achieving a net gain in
membership. Many have made this goal repeatedly in the
last few years. New York State is within easy reach of a net
gain in membership it will only take each Grange in the state

Activities

Maryanne Campbell

Family Activities October 2025

Fall brings much anticipation
for the results of the Big E. As
usual the Eastern States Exposi-
tion was absolutely beautiful. |
really do encourage you to attend
as you will be astounded at what
you see.

Nine State Contest needle work
winners were sent to be judged at
the 2024-2025 Northeast Needle-
work Contest taking place in the
New England Grange Building on
September 12" and 13™. Seven
states compete in this contest. Out
of the 9 crafts sent 7 placed. The
results of that contest are as fol-
lows:

Class D- 3 Piece Baby set- 3™ Ali-
son Dooley- Albany County.

Class E - Plastic Canvas- 2™
Charlotte Brenon- Jefferson Coun-

ty.
Class F- Counted Cross Stitch-2™
Cathy Stark- Dutchess County.

Class I- Quilted Wall Hanging-2"
Mary Gates- Columbia County.

Class K- Baby Afghan-3" Letitia
Pickering- Monroe County.

Class L- Adult Garment-1* Sierra
Madison, Dutchess County.

Class M- Miscellaneous-2"! Deb-
by Barnes, Chenango County.

The Northeast Needlework
Contest pamphlets are available
for 2025-2027. Please hang on to
these because this will be the con-
test rules for the next 2 years.
Each pamphlet has three official
entry forms.

We have many crafters in our
Granges throughout New York
State that make and donate items
to be sold in the New England
Grange Building. This year there
were 826 craft items sent. Yes, the
number is right. I count all crafts
sent to the Big E more than once.
For all of you that made items, I
cannot thank you enough for the
time, beautiful needlework and
dedication you put into each craft.
In 2024 we sent 362. We had a
good year and there were items
we generally do not get.

(Continued on page 8)
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(Continued from page 7)Family Activities

There were seven New York State Grange Members that worked at the Big E, they include Vernon Starr, Nancy Payne, Steve Coye, Shu-
gui Zeng, Anna Ritchey, Paula Evans and myself. This is such a rewarding activity to be a part of. Thank you to those who worked.

The State Grange Baking Contest took place October 18". Judging started at 9am for Chocolate Cake with peanut butter frosting, which
was for sale at the Family Activities Display during our Conference. $47 was collected and given back to the Grange. We appreciate your
input and request to try different foods. Our committee always looks forward to the entries received and we thank you for your support,

The following placed in the baking contest: Regular Chocolate cake with peanut butter frosting are: 1¥- Anna Ritchey-Otsego County
2" Eileen Johnson-Dutchess County. 3-Jackie Campbell-Wayne County, Honorable mention-Christine Becker-Lewis County
For Diabetic Chocolate cake with peanut butter frosting are: 1*-Pat VanLare-Wayne County, 2"-Marcy Bolio-Dutchess County,
3"_Eileen Corcoran-Genesee County

Congratulations to all that participated in this contest. We had a total of 15 regular cakes and 4 diabetic entries. Our contest in 2026 will
be oatmeal cookies.

Thank you to the judges who judged this contest. They included- Donna Ellis, Lisa Porter and Suzanne Schwarting.

Our Family Activities Handbook is available online or one can be mailed to you. Please note that there have been some changes and if
there are any questions let our committee know. We have changed measurements to match the Big E contest rules.

This year our committee presented a Health Program on Auto Immune Diseases. Each committee member chose 3 diseases and ob-
tained information regarding the specific disease. This health program was presented at our April Contest/Conference, at the Pomona Otsego
County Grange, a booth display at the Morris Fair and was on display at our State Conference. The program offered health information and
education for grange members and the community. Bullying is our health topic for 2026.

It has been a great year, and the holidays will soon be upon us. Take time to be with your families, being grateful for all we have and just
enjoy the holidays.

Thoughts for cat & dog lovers. “Dogs come when they are called; cats take a message and get back to you later”. Mary Bly

Grange Dolimng s

Kendrew Grange #891 held their 125" Anniversary Celebration on August 23,

1 2025 at their hall at 693 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer
Falls. |

Awards were given for years of membership in the
Grange. 25-year members were Roger and Carol
Austin, Mark Matthews and Ross Kostin. Awards
for 40 years were given to Michial and Steven Sim-
mons. 60-year members were Donald Woodcock and
Gail Woodside. Awards for 75 years were Helen ]
Childs Houck and Kenneth S. Masters. The awards were pre- ~Roger and Carol Austin, Kelly
sented by Richard Simmons, Kendrew Grange Master and NYS Grange Flo- ~ Frost, Richard Simmons

ra, Kelly Frost.

After the awards ceremony the program continued with music provid-
ed by Don Woodcock and Kirk and Michelle Robinson. At the conclu-
sion of the program, lunch was served for members and guests.

Ross Kostin, Kelly Frost, Rich-

Donald Woodcock, Kelly Frost,

ard Simmonds Richard Simmons

Dryden Grange

Enfield Valley
Grange #295

Mark Matthews, Kelly Frost,
Richard Simmons

On Sep-
- tember
15th,
Enfield
Valley

Albright Grange #440
was pleased to present
member Richard Moore
with a fifty-five year
membership seal. Dick Grange

has been Albright's gate #295
keeper for many years. celebrated their 150th anniversary in their hall, used

for many community events. Recognized for varying

Paul Dedrick, 75 year mem-
ber of Dryden Grange (left)
receiving his 75 year certifi-

Albright also presented ]
. . lengths of membership and roles by Master, Carol
a twenty-five year Silver ) o
. Baker (center) are: (I -r) Rick Baker, Sandie Miller, Car-
Star Certificate to mem-

ber Vonda Shelton. Wor-
thy Master Karl Boyden

olyn Monroe, Carol, Deena Rambaum, Dale Laue, and
cate from Richard Church,

Master of the Grange

Richard Church, speaker at event. Carol served as MC

and also presented highlights of their Grange history.
presented these awards

to the members.




