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Have you ever had a deadline?
Of course you have. Deadlines
are found throughout all our lives.
One that most everyone has dealt
with recently came on April 15™,
All income tax payers know that
one well.

Some of us handle deadlines
with the attitude “get it done as
soon as possible so the deadline
won’t become an issue.” How
many of you file your tax return
as soon as you have all the neces-
sary information?

Some of us work best when the
deadline is close. How many of
you crammed for tests or wrote
reports just before they were due?
Most of us, I believe, actually do
some of each, based on the situa-
tion. If one owes taxes to the
government, he/she is more likely
to wait for the deadline. In this
way, the individual keeps the
money as long as possible. If one
will be receiving a refund, he/she
is more likely to file early, thus
receiving the money as soon as
possible.

Most people understand the ne-
cessity of deadlines and do their
best to meet them. If you realize
a deadline is approaching for
something, please remind the one
who is responsible.

However, is it ever too soon to
file a report? Yes! The best ex-
ample of this, for me, is the
Grange quarterly report. Dead-
lines for quarterly reports are the
end of each quarter. The June

What's Inside

quarterly report should not be
filed until June. While “the ear-
ly bird gets the worm,” one
should not file a report on the
early birds consumption of
worms until the worms are eat-
en.

Have you ever missed a dead-
line? Sometimes, it cannot be
helped; one may become ill or
suffer an accident. Sometimes,
procrastination lasts too long.
Sometimes, people forget the
deadline. Sometimes,
“woodchucks!”, as my Gramma
used to say.

What do you do if you miss a
deadline? Do your best to make
up for it.

I am sure that Community
Grange Secretaries, Treasurers,
and Masters, across the nation,
have, at some point, missed get-
ting quarterly reports filed on
time. Just the fact that three
people are required to complete
the filing adds to the chances of
reports being filed late. But,
what if the deadline has passed?
Send them! While reports have
deadlines for reasons, even late
ones are helpful. This goes for
any Grange report. And, the tax
returns. Better late than never is
a cliché for a reason. And, do
your best to meet any future
deadlines.

All of us are human. All of us
are busy, and time passes quick-
ly. All of us “mess up” in dif-
ferent ways. Let us be forgiving
to those who mess up. Let us
use “kind words, spoken in sea-
son” to correct them.

Be a star and
add a few new
members to
your Grange.

GRANGEYOUTH

Mortheas Locters onlerence

The Northeast Lecturers Conference convened at the New York
State Grange Headquarters on April 17, 2026. There was in excess
of 70 attendees from the States of New York, Connecticut, New
Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode
Island, Vermont and Maine. The mot-
to of the group is “Seven Strong”.

The flags from each of the states
were presented. New York State
Grange Lecturer, Brenda Noble wel-
comed all to the conference. She in-
troduced several dignitaries of the Na-
tional Grange and from the State
Granges pre-
sent. Several
announce-
ments were
made regard-
ing the week- |

commenced. There was a trivia quiz and
Grange ritual, blow a duck (you would have
had to been there), ping pong ball bounce, a
basket raftle, and a dice rolling game.

After the opening ceremonies, Saturday was filled with workshops
and speakers. Walter Hartley, Member of the National Grange Exec-
utive Committee and Kathy
Gibson, National Grange La-
dy Assistant Steward and
State Grange Master Sandra
Green gave remarks.

Nettie Hartley, Lecturer of

£ Rhode Island gave a “Power-
Point” presentation. The
presentation described the
descriptions of different personali-
ties and how leaders of organiza-
tions should take account of them
to provide good results.

Kathy Gibson gave a demonstra-
tion on haw to make ice cream us-
ing a milk and vanilla, salt and ice
in plastic bags. We found out that
you need to be very careful not to
get holes in the bags or you ice
cream will not turn out well.

Lunch was served by Cuyler
Grange which included pulled pork
as the main course.

(Continued on page 8)
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Legisiative
COIunyl

Cindy Benson-Pollard

Despite the turmoil that had be-
come the norm in Washington,
there are things getting done.
First, one important accomplish-
ment, the Multi-Cancer Early De-
tection bill that we had been
working to get passed, was signed
into law last month. This is a ma-
jor victory for the hard work the
Grange on all levels has been
working for. I sent an email blast
out thanking all the Grangers who
wrote in to their representatives
as per our email request.

We were recently contacted by a
lobbying group that we have
worked with in the past. They
were looking for a written state-
ment from the State Grange re-
garding reforming the 340B Med-
icare reimbursement to rural hos-
pitals. Many urban hospitals have
found a loophole in the regula-
tions that allow them to get the
funds that are meant for rural hos-
pitals. Congresswoman Tenney
is leading an effort to reform the
regulations. After talking with
our President, we sent an email to
the Congresswoman’s chief of
staff supporting her efforts.

A new farm bill has been pro-
posed in the House Agriculture
Committee. As of last week, the
bill passed out of the committee
and should be somewhere in the
netherworld waiting to come to
the House floor. Two interesting
things that are being discussed in
this bill would be to override Cal-
ifornia’s laws that govern how
animals are to be raised as they
pertain to pen/cage sizes and to
reform the laws that govern meat
processing plants and their mo-
nopoly on certain markets. This
has been an issue with the Stock-
yard Act for some time now. We
will continue to monitor the nego-
tiations and when it looks like it
will be discussed on the floor, 1
will send out an email blast look-
ing for support.

On a state level, the legislature
is starting budget negotiations.
Several committees have been
holding hearings regarding budg-
et funding. The Governor’s
budget had provisions that were
very favorable to agriculture and
rural communities. [ will contin-
ue to follow the negotiations.

Other issues/bills I have been
following include:

o Restrictions on the sale of
xylazine

X Animal abuse registry

X Urban farming projects in
included in ag districts

<> Expansion of telehealth
services

<> Students attending agri-

cultural related activities be an

excused absence from school

<> Establishing rural sui-
cide council
<> Food donations by gro-

cery stores

I met with Melvin Phelps and
Johanna Bossard via Zoom
meeting regarding working
together with the Ag Educa-
tors Association and the
Grange on legislative issues
that are of concern to both
groups. We also talked about
how the FFA and Grange can
work together. There were
several ideas exchanged about
possible programs that would
be for both organizations to
work on. Melvin Phelps of-
fered to help with the presen-
tation of these potential pro-
grams. [ think they would be
beneficial to all the organiza-
tions involved.

Last year, [ worked with Put-
nam Valley Grange regarding
the Grange’s representation on
the Soil and Water Board.
This was quite a contentious
situation. The member that
was saying they represented
the Grange was not an actual
Grange member. [ received an
email this week from Crystal
Stowell, Overseer/Vice Presi-
dent of Putnam Valley
Grange. They had successful-
ly resolved the issues that
were of concern. | was glad to
hear that they were able to
successfully resolve this prob-
lem.

I received an email from Sa-
rah Barber regarding the date
for the Earlandt Legislative
Trip. They have asked me to
schedule the trip for April
20™. Thave started planning
for that trip. When the meet-
ings have been set, [ will
email her the schedule.

I had a phone call from Lori
Lee Previty asking for help
regarding a capstone project
that she is working on. From
her description, the program
seems very similar to an Eagle
Scout program. She asked
about writing resolutions and
communicating with elected
officials. I forwarded her
some materials that I think
will be helpful in her efforts
with those students who may
be participating in the pro-
gram.

Since my last report, I have
received the following resolu-
tions:

1. Prohibiting Online
Gambling Sites Advertising
on Mass Media, Onondaga
County

2. Temperature Related
Working Conditions, Cortland
Co.

3. Clean Fuel Standard
Act, Cortland Co.

4. Safer Beauty Bill
Package, Cortland Co.
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to find the exact date.
State Grange As of May 1, 2026, the National

Grange has raised the cost of 50
secretary Year Golden Sheaf Membership
Certificates, 75 Year Diamond
Membership Certificates, and 80
& 85 Year Membership Letters to
$15 each. Additionally, shipping
rates from the National Grange
have increased as follows:

Up to $10.00: $6.00 shipping
$10.00 - $19.99: $9.00 shipping

Ryan Orton $20.00 - $49.00: $10.00 shipping
- ed | $50.00 - $74.99: $12.00 shipping
ave received several re- $75.00 - $99.99: $15.00 shipping

quests from Granges regarding ) : .
their total membership list and f;ll:; 00 - $124.99: $20.00 ship

when their members joined the ) . o
Grange. At the State Grange $125.00 - $249.99: $25.00 ship

Head ly k ping

cadquarters, we only keep $250.00 and above: $30.00 ship-
track of current membership pin
lists with names, addresses, Negw Form M (Gold) Member-

phone numbers, and e-mails
(that is, when the Granges send
us this information — some
Granges still haven’t because of
a ludicrous notion that State
Grange will “sell” their infor-
mation to someone else — WE
WILL NEVER DO THAT!!!).
Hopefully, our membership list
for your Grange matches yours.
If you have a question about
this, please feel free to contact
me or Mary Liddington at
Headquarters to confirm your

ship Award Applications have
been printed and are available at
State Headquarters. Please make
sure to either use these new forms
when applying for 50, 75, 80, or
85 Year Membership Awards, or
use the correct prices for the
awards and shipping if you’re us-
ing up the old forms. Incorrect
checks will delay the process of
getting your Membership Awards.
Congratulations to the following
Granges for welcoming new

€IS 1o €O o members:

membership list with what’s in +3 New Members: East Chat-
our database. ham Grange #1066 (Columbia

State Grange does not, howev- County)
er, keep track of when your +1 New Member:  Bethlehem
members join your Grange. Grange #137 (Albany County)
That responsibility rests with Susquehanna Valley Grange
the 11{003;1 Gringe Sedcreiag‘t If #1552 (Broome County)
we kept such records at State Stanford Grange #808 (Dutchess
Grange, my office would be County)
completely covered in piles of Freedom Plains Grange #3857
papers going back to when the (Dutchess County)

Fredonia Grange #1 was orga- :
nized in 1868! Even if this in- Iéggi?;l)d Grange #684 (Jefferson

formation was eventually kept
electronically, it would mean
significant amounts of time and
energy to transcribe this infor-
mation from paper files, most of
which are housed at the Grange
Archives at Cornell University
in Ithaca. If you or one of your
members has questions about
when someone joined your
Grange because it’s not kept in
a Roll Book, your best bet is to
read through your Record
Books and find the date they
submitted a membership appli-
cation and were accepted as a
member. Maybe that member
can help by suggesting a
timeframe of when they joined
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Melvin Phelps and Joan Phelps

Welcome May, May Flowers
and May Baskets. Does any-
one remember gathering a
bouquet of flowers, tying them
together with a ribbon and at-
taching the bouquet to the
door of a neighbor or a friend
then ringing the doorbell and
running away? That used to
be a “May Day” tradition. It
was a nice one. [ remember
making paper flowers and bas-
kets in Elementary School. It
was such fun and I was so ex-
cited to take the May Basket
home to my Mom. She was
equally excited to receive it — |
think. ‘Course Mom’s liked
all of that stuff. My Mom
shared that when she was in
Country School her teacher
would organize a “May Pole”
celebration. I have little
knowledge of that sort of
thing, but Mom said that it
was a lot of fun. Maybe the
“May Day” tradition of old
should be revived. I think the
receiving of flowers would put
smiles on many unsuspecting
faces. Gather some bouquets
of flowers, tuck a card in the
bouquet that states “Happy
May” from (your Grange
name) and place them on
some unsuspecting neighbor
or friend’s door. Ring the
doorbell and “RUN"! You just
brought some happy smiles to
your community.

I have been asked about
Community Service Projects
and what can be counted as
such.

First and most important — a
Community Service Project
cannot be one that would
make money to be used to pay
Grange bills or that would be
maintenance on the Grange
Hall.

A Community Service Pro-
ject is one that benefits or
helps your community. Some
examples are — helping to
clean up a cemetery, helping
another area organization to
complete their project
(possibly helping another or-
ganization with a dinner),
helping at a local food pantry,
helping to place flags for Me-

morial Day, maybe even or-
ganizing a day of activities at
your Grange Hall for your
community. There are many
things that can be completed in
the name of Community Ser-
vice. But, make sure you let
the other organizations know
that you are assisting in the
name of your Grange. Often
individuals will do community
service projects by themselves.
This may be because they may
not be physically able to do a
group project. I understand
that Nursing Homes like to
receive jig saw puzzles for
their clients to work on. I am
aware that there are a few
Grangers will make these puz-
zles from old calendars. The
Nursing Homes love them.
Individual Clients can put the
puzzles together at their lei-
sure. Everyone has old calen-
dars and many just get tossed
at the end of the year. Check
with a Nursing Home and see
if they are interested. Lap
blankets are popular with el-
derly people in Nursing
Homes and in your communi-
ties.

Work with a local Pastor —
they may like to have a few on
hand when they make visits to
their membership body. Just
make sure if you do these
community service activities —
you make it known that you
are doing this in the name of
your Grange. Take pictures
and write a paragraph about
your project and get the infor-
mation to your Grange Com-
munity Service person. Oh,
and — keep track of your hours.
I hope that this has helped in
clearing up any questions you
may have had regarding Com-
munity Service Projects.
Don’t think too hard, just look
around and try and meet the
needs of the community you
Grange may be in.

Enjoy this Spring — when the
Sun crossed the line on the
first day of this new Spring
season — the wind was out of
the South/Southwest. There-
fore, this season should see
timely rains and good Spring
temperatures that are positive
for a good growing season. (at
least that is what my Farmer
Husband told me!)

We will have to wait until
June 21% to see just what the
Summer will bring.

New Officers and
Deputy Biographies

Fannie Mallette

Special Deputy State Master

This is my second year as a
NYSG deputy, under Presi-
dent Sandra Green.

I am currently Ceres of
Newark Grange #366 and
Chaplin of Wayne County
Pomona Grange. [ have
been a delegate at State
Grange several years, both
on Health and Grange Is-
sues. I also was elected to
Ceres for State Grange for
two terms. I served as Spe-
cial Deputy at National
Grange in Niagara Falls,

NY.

I joined Horseheads
Grange in 1978, but was
involved in the Grange with
my aunt Lorena Whitney for
many years before she
asked us to join after Allan
and [ married in 1977. In
Horseheads Grange I served
as Lecturer for two terms
before taking a demit as we
had moved to Newark, NY
for Allan's new job. Upon
joining Newark Grange |
was asked to become Lec-
turer, which I accepted with
some hesitation as [ knew
nothing of the area or the
members of Newark, but
with guidance from the Past
Lecturer, Dorothy Taylor I
caught on and have enjoyed
many new friendships and
lots of new experience since
joining.

I also have been Lady Assis-
tant in Newark Grange.

Allan and I also have been
in charge of The Wayne
County Pomona Grange
Food Booth for fifteen plus
years. We have had fun and
worked hard to keep it go-
ing. It is a pleasure to work
with the adults, young chil-
dren, and youth as they
have grown thru the years
and now are in a position to
possibly take over for us.

I wanted to be a Special
Deputy because I like
meeting new people, and
see how other Grangers
do different things in the
Grange.

I hope to travel to
many Granges with my
husband Allan, who is
also a Special Deputy,
and my best friend, like
all members of Grange
that I have met along
the way.

I hope to be a Special Depu-
ty in the future.

Paula Turner
vEwn Y lam Paula
i Turner and

Master/
North Cam-
. #355 and

| Steuben
County Po-
mona
oy Grange.

*' My parents

am currently
President of
eron Grange

. Secretary of
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met in the Grange, so I joined
Juvenile Grange as soon as |
turned 5 to attend with my two
older brothers. I am a Golden
Sheaf member now, and past
NYS Grange Youth Co-Director
with Elaine Smith, as well as
past Flora of our State Grange. I
retired as a Radiologic Technol-
ogist or X-ray Tech after 38
years at Ira Davenport Memorial
Hospital in Bath, NY. I have
been married to Jack for a little
over 38 years and am Mom to
Chris, Jill, Becky and Jackie;
and have six grandchildren.

I took on the Special Deputy
position to support our State
Master after I installed her to
that position, and possibly to fol-
low in my parents footsteps as
Grange Deputies as well. I also
want to help the Granges suc-
ceed, as without them we cannot
have a State or National Grange.
My favorite thing about being a
Granger is traveling and meeting
new people whether it be at a
local Grange meeting or event,
or at the biennial Grange Reviv-
al. Something that you may not
know about me is that [ won the
Cohocton Fall Foliage Tree Sit-
ting Contest at age forty by stay-
ing up in my assigned tree for 48
hours. I think I was trying to
prove that 40 was not old. Now I
REALLY know that 40 is defi-
nitely not old. I am a member of
Savona Federated Church. In
addition to loving being a
Grandma, I enjoy reading, hik-
ing, swimming and traveling. I
can be reached by phone or text
at 607-377-1736 or email me at
paulaturner635@gmail.com.
Please note that I do NOT al-
ways notice voicemail or Face-
book messages in a timely man-
ner, but will respond quickly to a
text or email.

Thank You!

Dear Fellow Grangers,

We are grateful for your support
and for keeping us in your
thoughts and prayers during our
mother’s, Opal E. Sprague’s de-
cline and passing to the “Great
Grange Above,” on November
14, 2025. Mom remained a fully
active 7™ degree member of
Ross Grange #305, Chautauqua
County, for 73 years. Your ex-
pressions of sympathy and
thoughtfulness during this diffi-
cult time are deeply appreciated.

Fraternally,

Ken & Elaine (Sprague) Smith
Dean & Rebecca (Mullen) Spra-

T @y o
eéioving
Chlemory



Page 4 Empire State Granger

Cha [© I22ims 1have enjoyed National

Corner

Kelly Frost

Grange’s monthly Heirloom
Quotes! Iam a visual learner, so
I especially love the quotes that
National Grange has paired with a pho-
to. I’ve had some of the photo-quotes
printed in big poster sizes for our Grange
" exhibits.
February’s Heirloom quote is from Flo-
ra’s part in the 4th Degree: “In kind
words, dispense charity, as freely as
- | flowers do their perfume.”
\ This quote reminds me of words in the
Bible that encourage us not to
grow weary in doing good. More
fully it explains, we will reap the

kind of harvest that matches the types of seeds we have planted.

.
IN KIND WORDS AND

DEEDS DISPENSE
CHARITY, AS FREELY
AS FLOWERS DO |
THEIR PERFUME.

Fourth

»

7 Don’t be misled—you cannot mock the justice of God. You will
always harvest what you plant. 8 Those who live only to satisfy their
own sinful nature will harvest decay and death. But those who live to
please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit. 9 So
let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we
will reap a harvest of blessing if we don’t give up. 10 Therefore,
whenever we have the opportunity, we should do good to every-
one—especially to those in the family of faith. (Galatians 6:7-10

New Living Translation)

We don’t have to wait until spring to plant kindness, encouragement,
a listening ear, and care for others. Your service and positive atti-
tude make a difference! Keep up the good work that you are doing
in your own home, workplace, and community.

State Grange
[Ristoriamn

Carol Bailey
FLAG PHOTO CONTEST

Photo of a flag. Photo must
show a flag furled or unfurled.
No larger than 8 X 10.
Unframed, but may be mount-
ed on card stock or matted.
No county judging.

All photos come to State
Grange for display.

Judging by Peoples Choice.
Certificates to top three choic-
es in each division.

Division I Community Grange
Division II Junior 5 to 9 as of
January 1, 2026

Division III Junior 10 to 14 as
of January 1, 2026

On back of all photo entries:
Name

Address

Grange, number and county
Division

Lecturer

Brenda Noble

I thank everyone for their help
with the Northeast Lecturers
Conference and the New York
Lecturers/Family Activities
Weekend. There will be more
details in the next Empire State
Granger with the contest win-
ners.

Looking forward to this sum-
mer, we will have Grange Day
at New York State Fair on Sat-
urday, September 5™ at 2pm.
We encourage any and everyone
to attend and support the Grange
at the Grange building. We will
also be glad to see everyone at
State Session in October.

Support: ~ Teamwork

Leadership

Family
Activities

Lena Goettel Linda Pilc

Co-Directors

Spring is finally here and by the
time you receive this article we
will have had our lecturers/FAC
day. I was excited to be able to
help host the day and I hope all
who were able to come enjoyed
the day. We reviewed the contest
rules and changed the categories
slightly to align with the Big-E.
Winners were announced at the
end of the day Saturday. Our
judges recognize artistic talent
and items were judged on the
category criteria, creativity, orig-
inality and skill. This was the
first time [ was able to come and
see all the crafts that were creat-
ed. It was a wonderful experi-
ence. If you were unable to
come think about saving the date
for next year or make a craft to
send for judging. I would love to
see entries from all the granges
in New York. I challenge you all
to be creative and craft for your
subordinate contests! I know if
you win it is a while to see your
projects back safely home. We
hope those who attended, were
able to learn a little about bully-
ing and can bring this back to
your granges. Even if it only
helps one person it is worth it.
They say 50% of people will ex-
perience bullying in their life-
time. I believe that number to be
much higher. The lasting effects
can be felt long after the bullies
are no longer there to torment
you. I speak from experience.
We will announce contest win-
ners in the next newsletter. The
first and second place winners
will be on display at the state
conference in October. Prizes
will be awarded there. The Big-
E contest always takes place in
September. The first place win-
ners from our contest will go on
to be entered in specific catego-
ries at the Big-E. We will have
these items sent to the Big-E by
August 15 or sooner if possible,
as mail is slow these days! I urge
you please to send us craft items
to be donated to the Big-E for
sale so that this tradition can
continue. Please send the items
to either myself or to the state
Grange office. I will make sure
that they get to the sale. Even
one hand made item per person
would be wonderful but the
more you are able to make
would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you to all of you

who have made and donated
crafts to the Big-E store. They
are always looking for scrubbies,
cat and dog toys, knitted or cro-
chet items, including blankets,
hats, scarves, mittens in all sizes,
toys suitable for young and old
alike. Holiday ornaments, pins
and magnets too. Be creative and
let them see how talented we are
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here in New York! If anyone
is interested in working at the
Big-E store please contact me.
My home phone is 845-229-
7449. Please leave a message,
as if [ am unfamiliar with the
number I will not answer it.
You may text my cell number
845-264-0367 or the FAC e-
mail Fac@nysgrange.org If
you have any ideas, sugges-
tions we are happy to try to
implement them. I was think-
ing of maybe adding more
categories. Unfortunately
these would not get cash priz-
es but maybe a certificate and
bragging rights as our budget
is limited. I hosted a craft sup-
ply exchange at our Pomona
meeting and it was well re-
ceived. People donated craft
supplies or projects they no
longer wanted or were able to
use or do. Our Grange mem-
bers were able to take home
craft supplies they could

use. Let me know if you
think this would be a good
idea to have a similar table at
state session.

Thank you and Happy Craft-
ing.

Sports

Co-Directors
Bruce Dehner & Matt
Horton

By the time you get this the
dart ball tournament will have
been April 26th, results in next
issue. Bowling will be the next
event on June 7" at Cort-Lanes
in Cortland. Entry forms have
been mailed to all teams that
have bowled in the past. Any-
one that still needs a form,
please contact me and one will
be sent out. Golf will be July
12™ Tt will be held at the Vas-
sar Golf Course, 124 Raymond
Ave., Poughkeepsie, NY
12604. Corn-Hole will be Au-
gust 1™ at State Grange Head-
quarters. A sign-up sheet will
be at each sports event to sign
up as we need to know how
many will be attending so we
have enough boards for every-
one. If anyone needs a copy of
the rules, please contact me
and one will be sent out. [ am
looking forward to seeing eve-
ryone at this year’s events.
Have fun!
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National Grange has appointed a new Junior Grange Director. Katie Girtler, a member of Ono Grange #445 in
Ono, California, has two children currently in the 1+ program of her Grange. She has created the 2026 National
Junior Grange program book which can be found on the National Grange website. Please take time to view the
handbook and help your Junior Grange members work on some of the projects that are listed in the handbook.
Please note that all projects are to be submitted electronically. The submission information is listed within each
project. All submissions are due on September 1, 2026 but will be accepted earlier in the year to be held until the
time of judging.

One of the programs listed in the National Junior Grange handbook is the Cape of Honor Award. The pur-
pose of this award is to spotlight the Junior Grange members that are planning, participating and serving their com-
munities. There are several community service ideas in the handbook. Below is the application process information for this award.

All Applicants are required to meet the following criteria
1. Must be a Junior Grange member in good standing
2. Must be between the ages of 5-14 at time of submission and not yet received the
obligation into the Subordinate Grange.
3. Junior Granger is expected to keep track of community service hours August 1 of the
current year through July 31 of the following year.
4. Junior Granger must keep track of their projects throughout the year.
All Applicants must submit the following:
1. Online Application form
2. A letter from the Junior applicant stating “Why they have a passion to serve their
communities and what their favorite service project was from the last year”
3. A list of service projects done throughout the year- along with how many hours each
project took from start to finish.
4. The total number of community service hours completed. This may include hours Junior
stepped up to help with but did not plan or organize.
5. A headshot of the applicant.
TIERS FOR AWARDS:
WHITE TIER: Junior must complete between 10-50 community service hours for this tier
RED TIER: Junior must complete between 51-100 community service hours for this tier
BLUE TIER: Juniors must complete between 101-200 community service hours for this tier
GOLD TIER: Juniors must complete over 201 hours of community service for this tier
The Junior Granger with the MOST community service hours will be named.

§B3H(Q 90=3E6L

The 2026 Big E craft project is a Painted Bird House. Here is the criteria for the project:

SIZE RESTRICTION: 8” Length x 8” Width x 12” High

Make from scratch or purchase a pre-built birdhouse

Paint/Decorate birdhouse using any medium and/or embellishments

Be creative!

Please bring the winning Bird House from your Grange to the nearest Kids’ Day Out event this summer. At the end of the week of Kids’
Day Out, all entries will be judged and the winner will be submitted to the Big E. All other entries will be on display at the New York State
Grange Session in October and can be picked up on Sunday afternoon. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me.

The information for the Kids” Day Out 2026 events have been mailed out to all Junior Leaders, Youth Chairpersons and Subordinate Secre-
taries. It is also on the New York State Grange website, nysgrange,org, under the Grange Camp tab. We are hoping to have our most suc-
cessful year yet! Many Granges have sent in donations to help us keep this program affordable. We are very thankful to all that send dona-
tions to Kids’ Day Out! Please encourage all children/youth to attend the event closest to you. They do not have to be a Grange member to
attend, these events are open to anyone.

Kids Day Out will be 9:00 AM — 3:00 PM at each location and the cost is $20.00 per attendee. This event is open to anyone ages 5 — 17.
The schedule for the day includes leadership activities, rocketry, arts and crafts, community service activities, indoor/outdoor games and
lunch. Please share this information with your Juniors and Youth and the young people in your community. Registrations are due on or be-
fore July 15, 2026 (no late registrations will be accepted). If parents would like to stay for the day, there will be a $5.00 charge for Iunch.
Registration forms were mailed out with the information that was sent to all Junior leader, Youth Chairpersons, and Subordinate Secretaries.
Please make as many copies as needed of this form. If you need the registration form, it is also on the New York State Grange website.
Feel free to reach out to Sherri at (315)380-2294 or email at kidsbreak1(@yahoo.com or Ryan at (845)868-7869 or email secre-
tary(@nysgrange.org with any questions.

Monday, July 27, 2026 — Brunswick Grange, Rensselaer County
7 Grange Road, Troy, NY 12180

Tuesday, July 28, 2026 — Colonel Harper Grange, Delaware County

170 Wilcox Road, Harpersfield, NY 13786
Wednesday, July 29, 2026 — Wide Awake Grange, Ontario County

1004 State Route 88, Phelps, NY 14532
Friday, July 31, 2026 - Kendrew Grange, St. Lawrence County

693 Stevenson Road, Rensselaer Falls, NY 13680

New York State Grange
Merchandise Store a

NYS Grange now has its own store to provide items for ALL Grangers.
Items i store can be customized for you and your Grange.

minimum order

e shipped directly to your home

rchases help support NYS Grange

Extended and Tall sizes available

82 ‘éﬁ

Visit the store at:https://1800tshirts.chipply.com/NewYorkStateGrange/

os
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alendar Of Events

NEW YORK STATE GRANGE

May June 2026

December 31 Junior Grange Quarterly Report & Dues due to State Sec

retary

As of 04/21/2026

2026

Calendar of Events, Activities, & Dues Dates

New Grange Member

Jefferson Co.

Clinton/Essex Co. Champion #18
April 1-30 GRANGE MONTH - Plan a special public activity/ Ausable Valley #973 Timothy Irey
event Jennifer Eager Bradley Russell
April 15 Art/Photo Entries due at HDQ for Judging Columbia Co. B%ﬁent Russell
April 15 Talent Entry Report Sheets due to the State Lecturer l(sjr(:).lr)ﬂikceoﬁig:r?zio }Sizgdl}{llilslesglsleu
April 17 -19 Northeast Lecturer’s Conference — State Grange Head Julie McGanney Autumn Wasilewski
quarters — Cortland Tom Walsh Onondaga Co.
April 20 Woodworking, Quilting, & Needlework due at HDQ for Cortland Co. Lamson#588
Judging Cuyler #449 Kevin Whitmarsh
April 24 Executive Committee Meeting, 2:30 p.m. — Hybrid Hali Buchanan Leslie Whitmarsh
April 25 Lecturer/FAC Conference — State Grange Headquarters ?/ellfgln ]éag(s)f(ord ?;::tg\glgoﬁ;f540
~ Cortland Delavs?,are Co. Edward Schneegas
April 26 State Dart Ball Tournament — State Grange Headquar Walton#1454 Pierstown #793
ters—9a.m. Jennifer Ladd Lewis Warner
May 14 - 16 NYS FFA Convention, Buffalo Carol Nichols Butternut Valley #1533
May 15 Empire State Granger Copy Due Brett Trembly Dawn Lawyer
June 7 State Bowling Tournament — Cort-Lanes Bowling Alley, lS)tl:ltlfil':)ers(; #?800.8 l(ias}cli 85201116
(V] soorne
Cortlarfd’ 12 Noo_n ] Elliot Hurley Scott Osborne
June 19 Executive Committee Meeting — Lux Hotel & Confer Rhinebeck #896 Aidan Woishnis
ence Center, Waterloo —9:30 a.m. Lawrence Miller St. Larence Co.
June 30 Subordinate Dues to State Secretary Kendrew #891
June 30 Junior Grange Quarterly Report Due to State Secretary Ronald Stiles
July 7 Executive Committee Meeting — Headquarters — Budg Ernest Swarts
et-9:30 a.m.
July 12 State Golf Tournament — Vassar Golf Course — Pough M u s e u m
keepsie — 12 Noon
July 15 Empire State Granger Copy Due
July27-31 Grange Camp “Kids Day Out Events;” 9 a.m. —3 p.m. GET YOUR MEMORIAL BRICKS BEFORE PRICE INCREASE.
Monday, July 27 — Brunswick Grange, Rensselaer Coun At the November Museum Board meeting it was stated that the price
ty Tuesday, July 28 — Colonel Harper Grange, Delaware would be increasing. So now is your chance to get them before prices
County Wednesday, July 29 — Wide Awake Grange, rise. 4x8 inch are fifty dollars and the 8x8 ipch are seyeqty five dol-
Ontario County Friday, July 31 — Kendrew Grange, St. lars. A few more are needed for an order with free shlppmg. Send
’ ’ your order to Patricia VanLare, 5413 VanLare Rd., Williamson, NY
Lawrence County 14589. Email pvanlare2@yahoo.com Order blanks are available from
August 1 Cornhole Tournament — State Grange Headquarters — her also.

August 26 — Sept. 7
September 1
September 5
September 12
September 15
September 15
September 15
September 18 — 20
Sept. 18 = Oct. 4

9a.m.

New York State Fair — Syracuse

National JG Report due

Grange Day at the New York State Fair — Syracuse
State Grange Health Fair — Headquarters — 9 a.m.
Empire State Granger Copy Due

Lecturer’s Reports due to State Lecturer
Community Service Yearbooks due to Director
Fall Youth Weekend — Jefferson County

Eastern States Exposition (The Big E) — West Spring
field, Massachusetts

Please continue to save "H" (history) dollars for the museum. Sixty
dollars was turned in at State Grange. This will be the second year for

this savings program.

You can support the museum in a great way by including a dona-
tion is you after life planning. These gifts are tax deductible.

New York State Grange
Information Email

September 25 Executive Committee Meeting — Headquarters — 3:30
Scan this QR Code and fill out the form to get updated information from NYS
p.m. Grange
September 26 State Grange Legislative Day — Headquarters — 9 a.m.
September 27 Grange Day at the Big E — West Springfield, Massachu- i
setts
September 30 Subordinate Dues to State Secretary
September 30 Junior Grange Quarterly Report to State Secretary

October 16 — 20

154™ Annual New York State Grange Session — Lux Ho
tel & Conference Center in Waterloo, Seneca County

October 20 New York State Grange Cultural & Educational Founda
tion Meeting — Lux Hotel & Conference Center in Wa
terloo—9a.m.

October 20 Executive Committee Meeting — Lux Hotel & Confer

November 15
November 10 - 14

December
December 31

ence Center in Waterloo — 10 a.m.

Empire State Granger Copy Due

160™ Annual National Grange Session — Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma

Executive Committee Meeting - TBA

Subordinate Dues to State Secretary

Get news from

New York State Grange

in your inbox!!!!
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News.:
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The Distinguished Grange Program:
A Road Map for Planning, Growth, and Community Impact

Since its creation in 2009, the National Grange Distinguished Communi-
ty Grange Program has served as one of the most valuable tools available
to Granges seeking meaningful growth, stronger community connections,
and a clear plan for the year ahead. While many members think of the pro-
gram as an award, its true power lies in how it can be used as a strategic
guide—a yearlong roadmap that helps a Grange plan, act, and improve.

What the Distinguished Community Grange Program Recognizes

The program honors Community Granges that fulfill their responsibilities
as a Grange while excelling in leadership, advocacy, programming, and
community service. These expectations are clearly outlined in the applica-
tion guidelines, which emphasize submitting required reports, participating
in State and National Grange events, and demonstrating active service
within the community.

At its core, the program encourages each Grange to:
e Strengthen its internal operations
e Build visible, meaningful community impact
e Engage members of all ages
e Support legislative awareness and civic dialogue
e Promote agriculture, history, and education

e Preserve Grange heritage while embracing modern needs
Using the Program as a Road Map for the Year

The Distinguished Grange Program is most effective when used not as a
year-end task, but as a yearlong planning tool. When reviewed at the
start of the program year, the requirements and optional point categories
provide a clear structure for monthly meetings, committee work, and event
planning.

The application’s required elements include timely reporting, delegate par-
ticipation, attendance at major Grange events, and submission of a Com-
munity Service report—all foundational activities of a healthy Grange year

The optional point system—of which Granges must earn at least 100
points—covers a wide range of activities, such as:

e Maintaining or increasing membership

e Hosting community service events

e Holding legislative forums or civic education events

e Updating Grange websites and social media

e Preserving history and honoring veterans

e  Supporting youth through programs or partnerships

e  Offering scholarships

e Participating in fairs and community days

e Engaging in health, agriculture, or homesteading education

e Encouraging other Granges to complete their applications

These categories reflect the qualities of a vibrant Grange: active, visible,
welcoming, and deeply connected to its community.

When used intentionally, this checklist can:
e Guide monthly agendas
e Help committees set specific goals
e Serve as a tracking tool for progress
e Encourage member participation
e Reveal opportunities for new events or outreach

e Align the Grange with statewide and national priorities

By June, a Grange that has followed the roadmap has not only met Distin-
guished requirements—it has enriched its members, improved its commu-
nity, and increased its relevance.

Program Timeline and Submission Details

The 2025-2026 Distinguished Grange year includes all activities com-
pleted July 1, 2025 through June 30, 2026, with applications due Sep-
tember 1, 2026.

May June 2026

This timeline provides ample opportunity for goal-setting, event planning,

documentation, and reflection.

Congratulations to New York’s 2025 Distinguished Granges

New York is proud to recognize the outstanding Granges that earned the title
of National Distinguished Grange in 2025. These Granges represent the
best of our state—strong leadership, consistent service, and creativity in

meeting community needs.

2025 Distinguished Granges from New York:

e Bethlehem #137

e East Chatham #1066

e Kirkland #684

e South Rutland Valley #53

e Stanford #808

e Jefferson County Pomona #5

Why Your Grange Should Participate

Whether your Grange is thriving or rebuilding, large or small, the Distin-
guished Community Grange Program offers a structured path to success.

By treating the application as a road map, rather than an award application,
your Grange can experience growth, renewed purpose, and stronger relation-
ships both within the membership and throughout the community.

A Grange that plans intentionally becomes a Grange that leaves a lasting im-

pact.

th

Co— Directors
Sarah & Raymond Barber

Spring has finally arrived. At the
writing of this article we are prepar-
ing for our trip to Albany for the
Robert Earlandt Recipient and we
will have a report on that in the next
article. Plans are in the works for
the Sign a Song and Public Speak-
ing Contests in Cortland and we
hope to have a wonderful turn out.
This article is going to focus on
some new programs being rolled out
by National Grange.

The John Trimble Legislative expe-
rience has been revamped into the
Honorary Youth Delegate Experi-
ence. Participants will have the op-
portunity to serve as an Honorary
Youth Delegate at the National
Grange Convention, gaining first-
hand knowledge of policy develop-
ment, debate, and decision-making
within the Grange. Individuals will
be selected at the National Grange
convention to serve the National
Grange for one year as participants
in the Honorary Youth Delegate
Experience. They will serve the Na-
tional Grange throughout the fol-
lowing year, culminating at the next
National Grange Convention, where
they will serve as an Honorary
Youth Delegate. During their year,
they will learn and participate in
Grange legislative work through
committee assignments, mentorship,
and learn about and participate in
hands-on advocacy engagement.
This commitment is now a year long
commitment and more details can
be found in the National Grange
Youth & Young Adult Handbook.
The Seeding the Future Challenge is

a way to grow our Granges. It in-
vites youth to play an active role in
strengthening the Grange by person-
ally inviting others to become in-
volved. This program emphasizes
the power of relationships—sharing
your own Grange story, building
genuine connections, and welcom-
ing new members with warmth and
encouragement. Youth are
challenged to lead by example,
helping others discover the fellow-
ship, service, and leadership oppor-
tunities the Grange offers. Every
invitation, conversation, and act of
hospitality helps ensure the Grange
continues to grow, thrive, and re-
main strong for generations to
come. Youth earn credits when new
members (youth or adults) join a
Grange and pay dues. More infor-
mation can be found in the National
Grange Youth & Young Adult
Handbook. Remember NY has a
contest for recruitment as well for
our youth so make sure our youth
members are keeping track when
their friends and family are joining
the grange and let your State Youth
Directors know.

The Distinguished Youth Grange
Program has been removed and re-
placed with the Distinguished
Grange Youth Member. The appli-
cation may seem overwhelming but
I assure you they are things most of
you are doing anyways. Please let
me know if you need help filling out
the application.

The Community All-Star Program is
designed to encourage youth to ac-
tively serve their

communities while developing lead-
ership, compassion, and civic re-
sponsibility. Youth will track their
community service hours through-
out the year, celebrate milestones,
and recognize

outstanding dedication to service.
While all service is valued, one
youth will be honored as the
Community All-Star of the Year for
exceptional commitment. Details on
the program and the tracking sheets
can be found in the National Grange
Youth & Young Adult Handbook.
Stayed tuned for more information
on these and other new programs
being rolled out from National
Grange this year.
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(Continued from page 1)

May June 2026

Matt Clark led a workshop where groups brainstormed out-reach projects that their Granges used. They were recorded and made available

for attendees to photograph.

A presentation was given about children’s books about agriculture.

Some of the attendees went on a tour to a brewery. Those that chose not to go on the tour played an on-line quiz game. Most of the quizzes
were about United States history and geography. New York teams were quite successful in winning the competitions.

Sunday morning: Kelly Frost,
| g Chaplain of New York State Grange

The final work-
shop explained
about the National
Grange Project
Sustenance.

There were many
positive comments
about the confer-
ence and how nice
it was to be at the
State Grange

building.

The State Grange Museum was open and many of the people from
the Northeast states visited.

The old statement, “We set, we met, we et and a good time was
had by all” sums up the weekend.

Corey Waltz entertained with a number
of popular song. Some got up and
danced during his presentation.

Throughout the day Karin Croucher
gave some humorous remarks about
things she read in the minutes of early
Grange meetings.

Contact Information

The evening program presented by New York Grangers highlighted the 250th
anniversary of our country.

Cuyler Grange provided a sumptuous turkey dinner with all the fixings.

Sandra M. Green, President
100 Grange Place
Cortland, NY 13045
607-756-7553
president@nysGrange.org
Ryan Orton, Secretary
218 Attlebury Hill Road
Stanfordville, NY 12581
845-868-7869
secretary@nysGrange.org
Brenda Noble, Lecturer

7973 Telephone Road
LeRoy, NY 14482
585-815-3875
bnoble195@gmail.com
Cindy Benson Pollard

Legislative Director

401 Charles Avenue, Syracuse, NY

13209
315-413-9335
Cbenson 81@msn.com
Kelly Frost, Chaplain
43451 Star Route 37
Redwood, NY 13769
nknfrost@hotmail.com
315-482-9408
Family Activities
Lena Goettel
77 Forest Drive
Hyde Park, NY 12538
845-229-7449
doogbone@aol.com
Linda Pilc
573 Schoellkopf Road
Cowlesville, NY 14037
585-708-4129
lpilc5464@gmail.com
Thomas Lawton
Leadership Membership
4763 State Hwy 12
Oxford, NY 13830
607244-7799
lawtont4@yahoo.com

Community Involvement

Co-Directors
Melvin Phelps
PO Box 493
Copenhagen, NY 13626
318-778-6712
northerngracefarm@gmail.com

Joan Phelps
1862 Ledge Road
Basom, NY 14013
dennisjoanphelps@yahoo.com
585-762-8503
Youth
Sarah & Raymond Barber
34 Timberee Lane
Valatie, NY 12184
518-698-1811
Sarahbarber22 @gmail.com
Bruce Dehner, Matt Horton, Sports
PO Box 372
DeRuyter, NY 13052
315-852-6460
bed221@yahoo.com
matthewhorton14870@yahoo.com
Carol Bailey, Historian
3033 Middle Sodus Road
Lyons, NY 14489
315-946-4379
barnlady38@yahoo.com
Sherri Horner, Jr. Director
164 County Route 14
Fulton, NY, 13069
kidsbreak@yahoo.com
Cindy Benson-Pollard
NYS Fair
Grange Building Superintendent
315-413-9335
Cbenson 81@msn.com
Steve@nysGrange.org
Sherri Horner
Ryan Orton
Camp Directors
kidsbreak1@yahoo.com
secretary@nysGrange.org
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